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Abstract

With the formal entry of the three child policy into the law, the fertility problem has become a
major issue of great concern to the Party and the country. However, the childbearing desire of the
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childbearing-age population is not high. The current total fertility rate of the childbearing-age
population is only 1.3, far below the fertility level of normal population replacement. In this paper,
nine relevant factors affecting the fertility intention of the childbearing-age population were ex-
tracted by literature research, and the relationship between the influencing factors was analyzed
with ISM method to form a multi-level structure chart. The results showed that the concept of
childbearing and the level of wage income were the direct factors on the surface; child care cost,
family care ability, career development of women, support of reproductive welfare policy are the
middle-level indirect factors; education level, family planning policy, and external economic envi-
ronment development are the deep-level fundamental factors.
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Table 1. Factors influencing the fertility intention of the school-age population
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Table 2. Adjacency matrix of factors influencing fertility intentions of the school-age population

2. ERADE B BRI E RN EER

S S; S Sy Ss Se S; Sg Sy
S1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
S 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Ss 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0
S, 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0
Ss 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0
Se 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
S; 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0
Ss 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0
So 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1
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Table 3. Reachable matrix of factors influencing fertility intentions of the age-group population
= 3. B ADEFEENZIE R RHALER

S S S S Ss Ss S, Ss S
S 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
S, 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
S 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0
S 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0
Ss 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0
Ss 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
S 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0
S 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0
S 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
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Table 4. Hierarchical structure of factors influencing fertility intention of the age group
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Table 5. Reference matrix of factors influencing the fertility intentions of the age-group population
F= 5 BRADEFTEENZWERNSEER

S1 S6 S2 S3 S4 S7 S5 S8 S9
S1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
S6 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
S2 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
S3 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0
S4 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0
S7 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0
S5 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 0
S8 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 0
S9 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
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Figure 1. Hierarchical structure of factors influencing fertility in-
tention of the school-age population
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