Advances in Clinical Medicine IGREZ3ERE, 2019, 9(5), 680-684 Hans Xl
Published Online May 2019 in Hans. http://www.hanspub.org/journal/acm
https://doi.org/10.12677/acm.2019.95103

Vocal Cord Paralysis Caused by
Parapharyngeal Space Infection:
A Case Report and Literature Review

Bowen Yang, Dapeng Liang, Xiaojun Wang, Lijuan Zhao, Yuanyuan Lian, Jie Liu, Wei Li

Department of Otolaryngology & Head and Neck Surgery, The Affiliated Hospital of Qingdao University,
Qingdao Shandong
Email: youjiao11111@163.com

Received: May 3", 2019; accepted: May 21%, 2019; published: May 28", 2019

Abstract

Objective: To investigate the mechanism of vocal cord paralysis caused by parapharyngeal space
infection and the etiology of vocal cord paralysis. Methods: According to the enhanced neck CT,
one side of the neck was cut open and the space between the necks was opened. Results: One side
of the neck was cut open; the parapharyngeal space was fully opened for drainage; and the recur-
rent laryngeal nerve was dissected. Conclusion: There are many causes leading to vocal cord pa-
ralysis, and unilateral vocal cord paralysis caused by non-specific infection is rare and reversible.
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Figure 1. Cervical enhanced CT (annular arytenoid plane)
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Figure 2. Preoperative electronic laryngoscopy showed
right vocal cord paralysis (arrow pointed to the location
of posterior pharyngeal wall mass)
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Figure 3. Electronic laryngoscopy showed good activ-
ity of the right vocal cord.
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