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Abstract

Through the origin and development of the word “individual” in the west, Adorno points out that
the modern meaning of “individual” appeared in the Renaissance—Hamlet is the symbol of mod-
ern individual (on the sense of bourgeois). In Adorno’s eyes, as the personal being who has the

CESI A BRI B 2w e TR 2 A AR AID]. F AR, 2021, 10(3): 252-257.
DOI: 10.12677/acpp.2021.103045


http://www.hanspub.org/journal/acpp
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2021.103045
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2021.103045
http://www.hanspub.org

Wt

ability of persistent reflection and self-consciousness, “individual” that is different from Kant's
“transcendental subject”, grasps the experiential world through the non-identity. In the sense of
individual psychology, through analyzing “the narcissistic ego” under the late capitalism, Adorno
interprets the way of Fascist’s propaganda and the mass society’s existence. In late capitalist so-
ciety, the real individual is disappearing. Grasping Adorno’s analysis of “individual” under the late
capitalism would necessarily benefit us from understanding his critique of late capitalism.
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