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Abstract

Rousseau was a radical democrat, the father of the Romantic movement in modern Europe and the
most prestigious political philosopher in continental Europe. In the history of Western political
thought, Rousseau’s Social Contract is one of the most important classical texts. Rousseau’s social
contract theory is different from that of Hobbes and Locke before him. Rousseau’s social contract
theory is different from the previous social contract theory of Hobbes and Locke. It advocates that
“all men transfer all rights to all men”, so as to protect the freedom and equality of each person.
This paper focuses on analyzing Rousseau’s social contract theory, which will be analyzed in three
parts: the background of Rousseau’s social contract theory, the exploration of ideas, and the re-
lated impact.
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