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Abstract

The accreditation of primary and secondary school teacher education programs in the United
States is quite different from that in China. In the U.S., teacher education programs are approved
and recognized by the national accreditation agencies and the Department of Education of each
state. After graduation, teacher candidates receive teaching certifications from their state licens-
ing office by passing all the required tests or exams. In the recent years, the accreditation agencies
related to primary and secondary school teacher education programs in the United States have
made a big adjustment and changes. National, state and professional certification bodies have put
forward new requirements for the certification of various disciplines and teacher certificates. This
article mainly introduces the teacher education program accreditation in the U.S., the new changes
of teacher education accreditation agencies, the new regulations for TESL teacher education pro-
grams, and the accreditation procedures and new requirements as well as the anticipated impact
of the changes on teacher education.
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Figure 1. The education program accreditation system in the U.S.
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Figure 2. The procedure of teacher education program accreditation in the U.S.
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Figure 3. ESL teacher education program accreditation procedure
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