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Abstract

China’s higher education has developed into the stage of popularization and entered a new stage
of high-quality development. Further improving the funding mechanism for higher education to
match the funding needs of high-quality development is an important part of the new stage of
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education fiscal policy reform. Public undergraduate education is the main pillar of higher educa-
tion in China, and its funding sources are mainly from the government (financial investment) and
families (tuition fees). Therefore, this article uses panel data from the China Education Funding
Statistical Yearbook to empirically analyze the relative proportion of cost sharing between public
undergraduate education families and the government, exploring the rationality of tuition income
relative to government investment. Research has found that there is currently an inverted rela-
tionship between tuition fees and their quality and cost in higher education in China. Regional dif-
ferences are continuously narrowing, but internal differences are gradually increasing, and tui-
tion fee adjustments are in a rigid state. This article proposes suggestions for establishing a
long-term mechanism to ensure the growth of higher education funding, based on the current sit-
uation of cost sharing and existing problems in higher education funding, combined with the eco-
nomic background of the new era.
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Figure 1. Trends in the ratio of tuition fee income to public education ex-
penditure in general undergraduate education
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Table 1. Statistical analysis of the ratio of general undergraduate education tuition and miscellaneous expenses to public fi-
nancial education expenditures (2008~2018)

F 1. TEANHEERES AEMBHEALERLLESIT 2172008 F£Z 2018 )

e bRtz FRWE ANMBEE ST P i

Hh gt 0.227 0.0602 6.34% 11.69%
0.000

a5 0.642 0.0200 7.2% 25.68%
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Figure 2. Change trend of the ratio of general higher education tuition fee to
public finance education expenditure from 2008 to 2018
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