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Abstract

Currently, the ecological and socioeconomic impacts of the Aral Sea issue are increasingly attract-
ing the attention of the international community. The basic situation of the study on the Aral Sea
issue has also attracted the attention of Chinese scholars. The bibliometrics methods are used by
this paper to analyze the journal papers on the subject of Aral Sea problem research collected
from 1991 to 2018 in the databases of CNKI, Web of science and eLibrary. The research characte-
ristics of the Aral Sea theme are summarized from the number of papers, disciplines, study subject,
institutions, countries and other dimensions. The analysis result shows that the number of re-
lated papers included in the three major databases is generally increasing, and there is a differ-
ence in the distribution of disciplines and inter-annual changes in the literature of each database;
the domestic research focuses on geological and mineral resources, the Russian region focuses on
background research, and the international academic community continue to pay attention to the
ecological environment; analysis of SCI shows that papers of Europe, Russia, Central Asia, China on
the Aral Sea are at the forefront, and Africa and Latin America are less involved in this topic; in
terms of institutional cooperation, the Russian Academy of Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences,
Bonn University are the most active institutions, they are also the most influential research groups
in the field of Aral Sea research. The Aral Sea issue is a common concern of the Central Asian
countries. Actively carrying out joint research on solving the problems with the above-mentioned
countries is not only in the interest of the country concerned, but also helps to solve regional eco-
logical and socioeconomic issues.
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Figure 1. Changes in Hydrological situation in Aral Sea for many years
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Figure 2. Schematic diagram of the Aral Sea Basin
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Figure 3. Changes in the number of papers issued by three databases from 1991 to 2018
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Figure 4. Distribution of the top 20 subjects in the number of papers published in each database
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