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Abstract: One of the main features of evolution of the south branch of the Paleo-Asian Ocean was that there developed
residual marine basins after disappearance of the oceanic crust. In south Mongolia and its neighboring areas, the resid-
ual marine basins experienced two developing stages: Early-Middle Permian and Late Permian. Correspondingly, two
main sedimentary cycles could be recognized, and each one was an upward-fining succession composed of the basal
conglomerates and upper fine clastic rocks. The Late Permian coal-bearing strata in the South Gobi Basin is named the
Tavan Dolgoi Formation, which can be separated into three members lithologically. Five coal seams occurred during
Late Permian, called the basal, the lower, the middle, the upper and the top seams respectively, which showed a ten-
dency that the coal-forming process might be earlier in the east and reversal of the marine basins earlier in the west.
Based on analyses of the stratigraphic columns and distribution of coal-bearing strata in the main orefields, the regulari-
ties of coalbed occurrence were summarized, which pointed out the roles of depositing locations and contemporaneous
normal faults in the coal-forming process. To be an extensional basin related to collapse of the collisional orogenic belt,
superimposed the rifting of the latitudinal faults and the transtension of NE-striking faults, resulted in the South Gobi
region to keep on a wide marine basin during Late Permian, and the peat marsh developed repeatedly in the open littoral
plain for a long time, which made it becoming a coal-rich basin. The transgression occurred in SW Mongolia and the
South Gobi Basin expanded during deposition phase of the middle coal seam, so that the deposition phase of the upper
coal seam was a flourished time for coal-forming process.

Keywords: Residual Marine Basin’s Developing; Coalbed Occurrence Regularities; The Tavan Dolgoi Formation;
Contemporaneous Normal Faults; Late Permian; The South Gobi Basin; Southwest Mongolia
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Figure 1. Permian “Three-Armed Structure” in Mongolia, showing Middle-Late Permian basins (based on present geographic location)
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Figure 3. Main orefields in the Tavan Dolgoi coal field and strati-
graphic columns of the Tsagaan Tolgoi (H) and Baruun Naran (1)
orefields
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Figure 4. Main orefields in the Nariin Sukhait coal field and representative stratigraphic columns
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Figure 6. Evolutional stages and basin backgrounds of the South
Gobi and Guaizihu basins during Permian
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