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Abstract

In Hume’s era, for various reasons, empirical psychology represented by Locke was overlooked by
the public and scholars. However, Hume believed that empirical psychology had its significant sig-
nificance and role; therefore, there is a necessity for research. In the first chapter of “An Enquiry
Concerning Human Understanding”, “Of the Different Species of Philosophy”, Hume explained the
reasons why he wrote this book and worked for the thought of empirical psychology. This article
summarizes and analyzes Hume's text to obtain his understanding and viewpoints, and discusses
them in three parts. The first part provides a basic explanation of empirical psychology; the
second part explains the development status of empirical psychology around 1747, and identifies
its causes; the third part discusses the necessity of conducting empirical psychology research.
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