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Abstract: This article investigates three leading, but failed, cases to understand what environmental racism
(ER) means and how this concept is constructed in the US court. As the court constantly insists that accusa-
tions of ER demand the proof of intentional discrimination, this requirement soon becomes a high hurdle in
making such cases. These three cases illustrate how legal terms such as intent, discrimination, and racism
were considered in the manner of science. Although the application of science to law sounds objective or
“scientific’, it is still very difficult to measure and quantify one’s discriminatory intent, or racism, through
science. It is mistaken, this article argues, that activists put al their eggs in the basket of science. It isimpor-
tant that activists prepare away for shift of thinking in materialising environmental justice.
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Figure 2. An example of unit-based analysis
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[l i AR — ARG EHE T . 223 1 B T
FEBALIE L AT BE RS e V. BT X
FOTEIX 73 A B () IESUNX (K i 73) s #5618
BEANIE SCIX 4555 A1 B e B8 DX R Ath X4 N 1 A B
PR, DA TR 2 5 A 13 RN X SR B A o

PAEA R kB M A HE R . 23| - A H By
Bro 4, BAVEBEER ETIEBE IR AT

Figure 3. An example of distance-based analysis
[ 3. FEEREE

. (Maantay, 2002: 165)"

Figure 4. An example of both unit- and distance-based analysisin
Bronx, New York
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3.2. TR M Bibb R (East Bibb Twiggs
Neighborhood Association v. Macon-Bibb

County Planning & Zoning Commission
[13]5)

5 Bean Z2fBl, 774 W/ East Bibb Twiggs J&
WAL T IZARER T ZE R ) R R E . Bibb %11
JE & (RPJE RN, ZZ A2 (R IR pe e 22 /0 & 34y
AR RS EI L. AIE A, RERE T =K
HIRIEM “AOEEX” 5 “47BIX” (governmental
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http://law.jrank.org/pages/13203/East-Bibb-Twiggs-Neighborhood-Ass
ociation-v-Macon-Bibb-County-Planning-Zoning-Commission.html
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W 5% BT KK R A0 (B AT X SM BTt )
NGRS e

JRE R G —HES, BT g5 2R
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5The original case can be found in Westlaw. See aso:
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RAS, Bl s REGm, wT BB A EA L f1 b
FHEAEHL— R, Xa—k, REREDAEAE
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