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Abstract

This paper, using qualitative research methods, analyzes news reports on Chinese athletes from
“New York Times” between January 2008 and December 2012 to figure out the media image of
Chinese athletes and its construction process. The study shows that two categories are found for
the Chinese athletes, namely market-economy-driven and nationwide system-driven athletes. In
“New York Times”, the market-economy-system-driven athletes receive primarily positive com-
ments while the nationwide-system-driven ones fall on the other side. It is suggested that the Chi-
nese athletes’ media image needs to be reshaped by appropriate packaging and marketing, proper
use of various media channels, and increase on communication means etc., in order to upgrade our
athletic sports image.
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Figure 1. Our country’s competitive sports athletes’ image built on “New York Times”
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