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Abstract

The application of criminal law cannot be separated from legal interpretation. In the history of the
development of criminal law, there have been many Kinds of interpretation methods, such as lit-
eral interpretation, historical interpretation, logical interpretation and purpose interpretation. In
the application process of law, based on the different efficacy of different methods, it is necessary
for the legal person to use appropriate interpretation methods to solve legal and practical prob-
lems on the basis of certain hermeneutic standpoint. In the field of criminal law in China, the ad-
vantages and disadvantages of the standpoint of formal interpretation and substantive interpreta-
tion are constantly discussed. The purpose of this paper is to demonstrate the importance of
substantive interpretation from the perspectives of historical development, the requirement of
the principle of legality of crime and punishment, the need to fill loopholes, and the need for case
justice, so as to explain that the criminal law of our country should be based on the position of
substantive interpretation in practice.
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