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Abstract

Firstly, this paper combs the early mercantilists, agriculture-oriented schools, representatives of
classical political economy and Marx’s viewpoints on service labor theory. Secondly, it draws the
conclusion that part of service labor belongs to productive labor through the interpretation of
contemporary service labor theory, and theoretical explanation of the role and significance of ser-
vice labor in today’s society in economic development is elaborated based on Marx’s division of
labor principle. Thirdly, the reality of China is interpreted from the perspective of industrial
economy, that is the status and contribution of service labor are analyzed. Finally, relevant coun-
termeasures and suggestions are put forward.
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Figure 1. The growth trend of China’s three major industries from 2000 to 2016
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Figure 2. The ratio of China’s three major industries to GDP in 2000~2016
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Figure 3. Number of employed persons in three major industries in China from 2000 to 2016
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Figure 4. The proportion of employment in the three major industries in China from 2000 to 2016
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