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Abstract

As a large-scale water conservancy project with a long history on the Chengdu Plain, Dujiangyan
can maintain operation for a long time and bring benefits steadily without the corresponding wa-
ter management system and operation mechanism. However, the traditional management method
is only designed to make Dujiang generally function, and it is difficult to take into account and re-
solve the contradictions and disputes between the various branches and weirs. During the period
of the Republic of China, the water management organization in Dujiangyan Irrigation District
changed, and counties in the irrigation district have successively set up water conservancy com-
mittees under the instructions of the Sichuan Provincial Government to take charge of the man-
agement of the Minyan, performing government affairs. Although the county water conservancy
committees in the Dujiangyan Irrigation District have clear and unified organizational settings
and management methods, when the state power penetrated into water management, they were
initially resisted by local gentlemen. With the efforts of the Sichuan Provincial Government and
the county water conservancy committees, the water conservancy cause in Dujiangyan Irrigation
District has been better developed, and the water conservancy society has been more accepted by
local gentry. We can see from this change that modern state power is the continuous expansion of
government management and the transformation of traditional water management from the tra-
ditional to modern.
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