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Abstract

After the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895, Yan Xiu served as the governor of Guizhou. During his
three years of supervision in Guizhou, he advocated the practice of the world, established an offi-
cial bookstore, and transformed the Ancient Academy of Classical Learning into a “Chinese and
Western academy”, and on the occasion of the outgoing requested to open special economic
Branch. Liang Qichao called the Economic Special Branch the “initial starting point” of the Reform
Movement of 1898, and Yan Xiu became famous for this. Although the economic imperial exami-
nation ceased quickly due to the occurrence of the “1898 coup”, its proposal came to an end, re-
flecting the trend of the imperial examination system in the late Qing Dynasty. It not only pro-
moted the rapid changes in political, educational, and social atmospheres, but also it deeply influ-
enced the trend of modern education reform.
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