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Abstract

This article is based on the research results (1966~2019) of the research topic “South Korea” con-
tained in the topics published on the KAKEN website, from the time and number of projects, re-
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search institutions, research categories, high-frequency words, the content focus of the topic, and
the changes of the times. Analyze and introduce the trends and characteristics of Japan’s research
on South Korea. On the whole, since 1966, Japanese scholars have paid more and more attention
to the research of Korean subjects, both in terms of the number of subjects and research funding,
the overall trend has been increasing. However, due to the deterioration of Japan-South Korea re-
lations, this trend reached its peak in 2014, and the two began to gradually decrease in 2015. The
research areas are mainly concentrated in the Kanto region and the Kinki region, with the focus on
Tokyo, Kyoto and Osaka. National and private universities pay close attention to South Korea. In
addition, researches are mostly concentrated in the fields of humanities and social sciences, while
research in the field of nature is rare. Particular attention has been paid to Korean education, and
the research scope and content are also quite extensive, including the development of teaching
materials, multimedia application, multicultural education, study guidance methods, study abroad
education, etc.
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Figure 1. Annual changes in the number of Korean projects approved by Japanese scholars from 1966 to 2019
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Figure 2. Annual changes in research funding for Korean projects by Japanese scholars from 1966 to 2019
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Figure 3. The top ten research categories in the number of Korean topics by Japanese scholars from 1966 to 2019
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Figure 4. The top ten research categories of Japanese scholars' research funding for Korean projects from 1966
to 2019
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Figure 5. The number of Korean issues in various regions of Japan from 1966 to 2019
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Figure 6. The number of Korean research institutions in each region of Japan from 1966 to 2019
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Figure 7. The location and nature of the research institutes in Korea from 1966 to 2019
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Figure 8. The location and number of research institutes of Korean projects from 1966 to 2019
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Table 1. Content characteristics and changes of the times of Korean projects from 1966 to 2019
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