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Abstract

As one of the most prestigious intellectuals in the second half of the 20th century, Eco, with his
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strong academic background and abundant intellectual connotations, has attracted scholars from
all over the world to study him as well as his works. Domestic scholars have been studying Eco and
his works since the end of 1980s, and have achieved fruitful achievements. However, there is no
bibliometric analysis of Eco research in China, which is not conducive to reviewing and summa-
rizing the development of Eco research and looking into its future development trend. To this end,
this paper conducted a CiteSpace-based bibliometric analysis of 177 domestic journal papers on
Eco research from China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI), in order to reveal the hot top-
ics and evolutionary trend of Eco research, by analyzing core authors, keyword co-occurrence
knowledge graphs as well as keyword time series diagrams. The results show that: 1) Domestic
Eco research began in the late 1980s and has matured since 2006; 2) The core authors are mainly
from the fields of aesthetics and literature; 3) The main research topics include Eco himself, Eco’s
literary works such as The Name of the Rose and Baudolino, and Eco’s semiotic and hermeneutic
ideas; 4) The evolutionary trend can be roughly divided into three stages, with the initial and the
developmental stages mainly focused in the literary field, and the mature stage mainly on Eco’s
semiotic and hermeneutic theories. This paper sheds light on both the summarization of Eco re-
search in the past and its development path in the future.
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Figure 1. Eco research literature year-number distribution diagram
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Table 1. Top 10 authors of Eco research publications
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Figure 2. Keyword co-occurrence knowledge map of domestic Eco research
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Figure 3. Time sequence diagram of the evolution of domestic Eco research
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