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Abstract

Marx analyzes and explains the production and process of the most advanced scientific achieve-
ment of the 18th century, the machine and its capitalist application by means of a dual analysis.
The series of alienations caused by the machine had their roots in capitalist applications, and the
ever-innovating machine system became the central force of capital proliferation and capital do-
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mination. Marx takes a dialectical view of the consequences of the application of machines and
provides an in-depth critique of their capitalist application. On the one hand, the machine itself
has the power to liberate mankind from itself and to advance economic, natural and civilisational
development; on the other hand, the machine under the logic of capital as the new power of capital
to control society deviates from the essence of the machine. Marx’s ideas provide a theoretical ba-
sis and methodological guide for us to correctly establish a view of machines and science and
technology and to give full play to the liberating power of science and technology, and provide
valuable inspiration for China to write a new chapter of Chinese-style modernisation.
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