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Abstract
“Survival ethics” is the relationship between people and other people or things based on survival
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needs. “Survival ethics” focuses on and reflects the relationship between survival needs, survival
and survival modes, the dignity of life, individual independence and freedom, and the relationship
between individuals under the control of survival needs. In the 1990s, Yu Hua focused his attention
on low-level writing. Through the vivid depiction of the images of the vulnerable groups, as well as
the perspective and observation of the living conditions of the small people at the bottom, it pro-
foundly reflects the responsibility and mission that the writer should realize. In his work To Live,
he defined the survival ethics under the framework of “the bottom”, and depicted the appearance
of the survival ethics in the Chinese countryside, showing that the bottom people take “living” as
the main feature. By using the figure of Fugui, he expressed his concern and thinking on the prob-
lem of survival, and conveyed his warmth and compassion.
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Figure 1. First edition story unit diagram
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Figure 2. Expanded version of the novel story unit diagram
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Figure 3. A comparison of discourse units in the initial and extended versions
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