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Abstract

The myth of Niiwa mending the sky in Dream of the Red Chamber is a sub-myth reconstructed by
Cao Xueqin based on the ancient creation myth of Niiwa, with a focus on the “stubborn stone” that
is “unfit for selection” and “without material to mend the sky”. The life traits of the “stubborn
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stone” derived from the traditional imagery prototype form the innate explanation of Jia Baoyu’s
character traits: the natural and unadorned essence of “stone” in traditional stone culture is
transformed into the pursuit of the natural and authentic nature of the “real stone” that Jia Baoyu
pursues; the quality and spirit of the “stubborn stone” imagery in traditional Chinese literature,
which embodies steadfastness, unyieldingness, and foolishness that do not conform to the secular
world, endows Jia Baoyu with the determined resistance to loyalty, filial piety, and fate; the image
of “mending the sky and abandoning stones” in the myth, which symbolizes the fate of deformity
and uselessness, corresponds to the “uselessness” philosophy contained in the imagery of “scat-
tered wood” in “Zhuangzi”, and represents Jia Baoyu’s characteristic of abandoning stones and
failing to achieve anything in the real world. As the spiritual embodiment of mending the sky and
abandoning stones, Jia Baoyu reveals the profound connotations of the related traditional imagery
prototypes, leaving readers to explore the meaning of human life’s authentic existence, which is
the cultural value of Jia Baoyu’s character.
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