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Abstract

After the Copyright Bureau issued a ban on piracy, major platforms have continuously vied for digi-
tal music copyright resources, and exclusive licensing agreements have become the most common
form of transaction. This has also raised concerns in the industry about the anti-monopoly implica-
tions of exclusive agreement models. When assessing the legality of exclusive agreements, a rea-
sonable principle should be followed. An agreement can only be deemed illegal if the negative im-
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pact on market competition outweighs the positive impact, and if it substantially excludes or re-
stricts competition in the relevant market. The risk of exclusive agreements should not oversha-
dow their role in promoting competition. In determining whether a platform has a dominant
market position, the particularities of the music copyright market should be fully considered. The
dominant position should be determined, and the actual exclusion and restriction effects should
be assessed through the “degree of substantial blockade.”
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