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Abstract

As a simplicityand flexibilityopen source microprocessor architecture, RISC-V has received wide-
spread attention in the industry. In recent years, a lot of RISC-V microprocessors have been
emerging in the market. The MCUs with the core of RV32 core are gradually entering into the ap-
plication fields of Cortex-M MCUs. This article introduces the differences between RV32 and Cor-
tex-M in terms of structure, programmer’s model, and procedure call convention, discusses the
problems during the program porting processfromCortex-MtoRV32, proposes some suggestions,
and conducts relevant performance comparison.
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1. 5]

THEZEA A FEES RISC-V[1], fEMARRGHAR TR Z N, TFE2 K AEE HWRAm T
RV32 44 MCU, 2019 4E 4 H, SiFive[2] &4 T Freedom E310; 2020 4 2 A, Jk 5 fl#i[3] k4 RV32 MCU
GD32VF103; Il TE i L T-[4] & A CH32V . CH32X . CH32L % %1] RV32 MCU; St SAK[5] Kk A HPM5XXX
A HPMEXXX %41 RV32 HLi%F1 £ % MCU; i ¥ [6] &1 RV32 X% MCU RH850/U2B Fli# ] MCU
R9A02G021 %%.

BE% RISC-V MCU Hyphidik g, HEMAEAIEZ L wEMFEE . Embedded Studio[7]. IAR[8]% £
Mk IDE PLEFTIE IDE eclipse [915 RN A R A58 3 HF RISC-V MCU . — 26 45 E R A AR
RISC-V ZE#J[10]. QEMU RISC-V B E[11]1CREZ M RISC-V ALHEERH: FreeRTOS KA SCHF
RISC-V MCU hitA<[12]; AFFHZ5[13]3: T QEMU RISC-V sZ8! OpenHarmony £ AE F144L; Nicholas Gordon
“:[14]% Kitten Lightweight Kernel #:/F £ 4i## % RISC-V; Luming Zhang[15]# 14 37 flt4k RISC-V UFEI
Boot; Robert Balas Z£[16] 73 #1 RV32IMC 45 #48 f JF- 3 U FE s 7 v

R E RISC-V PANASIZ B A [17]45 R, RISC-V Ly 4bHE 88 O 2 R ah N T8
LISy TGS, MGG LG 588 &y, Bil, EE30EE. PEA Tk
PSS S, ARM AL 5 1 3 G4 (18] /E—SEABABL IS B, RISC-V 44
ARM T A ki . RV32 MCU IE4+%+ ARM Cortex-M MCU ({43 4. #§ Cortex-M MCU v
HREF T RV32 MCU, 7843 FIH Cortex-M MCU A2, KA FIT RISC-V KR EMHME . H
T RV32 Al Cortex-M M) &5t fgmft i AEE 22 T, R AR P IF R T R RO IRAR 7 1) g e« T 9 A1
HEFEAE R RV32 PATHR ST, (ATERRF A R R TR 2 I8 31— e ]

AR RV32 55 Cortex-M 7ES5 K 4 R AR FIRE FE iR S &5 05 T (AR TR A, 20 B R R A
RV32 #fH £ Cortex-M i 2 s B0 [l 1, $&H g7 A, R T A S MERE 0 AT AT L A

RICHE A RISC-V RJERGL, #He RV32 FIR AT 25 47 Hh#K RV32 5 Cortex-M 54 &b
HRERHUA, Ul B AL rp 7 A EERE R T G ) 28 =5 EE RV32 5 Cortex-M 544244, 43 RV32 45
AR AR PERE IS BB DA IHE RISC-V 5 ARM AbH g8 FE 7 1o R FARTE A 22 50, J# et
TP RAE RN s 28 T 18 SC AR T 4 .

2. HFALER

7E ARM ZEH4 b 32 2% T [191 41 RISC-V 2244 4b 2 2545 FH T/ [20] 7, FH 4 #2452 2 (Programmer’s model)
TN AL FR AR BN U TR P R BN Y o G AR AR I 0 1 AL B A SRR AR SR A, AR R T e
FE S A b T AL AR B4, S A b T AL B AL PR AR R AR T RE

HE R HANBE S SRR FE RO W, R EE MCU N RGERIEEThRE 2 —. HhIAbETh
REALFE P02y, Hh b AL A A0 o 7 R 5 R (Interrupt. Service Routine)o o i AL 1) ey b B 28 6 12
GER T, R S5 T v e ST A O

2.1. HETIERALH]

Tk
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P2 1BUH T Cortex-M 1 RV32 H o SEHL I (0 22 57 . Kt S FHAZF M Cortex-M 245 RV32 i, 7531
A8 50 T A0 3 ) BRAH R AR T

Table 1.The exception handling of RV32 and Cortex-M
F*& 1.RV32 fl Cortex-M FHEEE

Cortex-M RV32
T IF) ECIE SR
EFRTE H 3l F3)
C I HEENAL(VTOR) W E mtvec
P a4 NVIC S ]

Cortex-M X S5 ) & FH W B2, - o ) B4 )0 R R R TR SRR PN, Ab 3RS IS Bl S e A AR A
VTOR 558 A Hr T ) 3% . RV/32 SR ) B R0 I [ 2 8 o o g 1977 2, Ab 38 48 A2 67 B 36 g A 1) o
W ST, o e S 4 R A A S af ik, @ 0x00. KbFEER R BNE, Gl E B AL AR A R
Ir) B P A7 mitvec 18 B AR W e AR R S ) O\ I

N T RIS AT S ThRE R — B0k, F B AR P B A 3 RV32 5 A ARAIE 1) = Hh g 3 72X RV32 MCU
EALIGE B S PATHIIEAL T, B A b ) e R s B 1 30 425 N\ RV32 #5472 (CSR)mtvec ) mtvec[31:2],
% 01 5 N\ mtvec [1:0], & F v 5 A i o A X

HArmi L RV32 MCU #MAERAY 2 LI #7775 5 Cortex-MMCU[3][19][20] 4044, W [ S e 4%
PRI SEHIARIT . % 2 XFHL T Cortex-M MCU STM32F429 5 RV32 MCU GD32VF103 Hr i i) & & 454 .

Table 2.The interrupt vector table 0ofSTM32F429 and GD32VF103
% 2. STM32F429 5 GD32VF103 il (e 2R LEH

STM32F429 GD32VF103
_vectors: _vectors:
word _ stack end j Reset_Handler
.wordReset_Handler word 0
RrEER
.word ExternalISRO .word ExternalISROe
word ExternallISR1 .word ExternallSR1

w2 2 frzn, RV32 MCU e &, Bl 0 4b, &EAS 32 A7 [a) mAE A X v H W IR 52 3 i N 1
hke BHFEALE RV32 S AR A & b b it 75 B e o ik & A i 48 =R ) s R S Motk (& O
Bk TE 4, BMERIENMESEFAO.

2.2. ET3xcabe

Cortex-MMCU i & A Wi >R, B84 3 sk % xPSR, PC, LR, R12 LK R3 - RO JEARH, £
e O )i B T oA 1 R T T O S PPN AR R S €7 T A EIPOIVA e - S /= ol N

RV32 MCU i & Ht Wi i K I il B ) fj A7 PC BB HI LIRS &7 /745 mepe, FFIRAFFRIAUB 02
mstatus.MPP, {EHANMRAF b SO G 138 a7 A7 28 A LA IR T RE AT 4728 o IR T IR 25 A5 /73R el i), A
X H B %5 A7 4% mstatus Al PC. K Cortex-MMCU H Wi il 25 F2 7 A 1 31 RV32 MCU B, 75 ZE7E 7 i
SRR I IR AE IR SR SO A) Bl 4
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Cortex-MMCU B FH A5 7 AT e 7 IR 25 2 538 <7 ARM 3 18 FH Y8 AAPCS[A7], Fiif 7 r b o 7 58 2
T E BIRAE 4 NFRR I BEFAE A AN 4 NS HEFAES 10-r3 BUFRA a0-a3. RISC-V N FH A% 7 i A2 1 I 75 29
SE 8 M HF R x10-x17 5k N a0-a7. 5 Cortex-MMCU HEIRFER L F XN AR, RV32 MCU
Wi M 55 F2 7 o 7 BEARAE AR B R SO R N S F AF A a0-a7 FIAFBRIIRE T 4% & 3 FI T
RV32 MCU W7 i 55 F2 77 HH AR AF AR R R S NE I RR P i A

Table 3. The programs of save and restore context in RV32 MCU interrupt service routine
% 3. RV32 MCU H i fR ZF R FRFFRE L T IIEFIER

{77 LT WS LR
& sp addisp, sp, -12*4 addisp, sp, -12*4
csrr x5, mepc Iw x5, (sp)
s ST sw x5, (sp) csrwmepc, X5
AR 5 A 25 CSIT X5, mstatus Iw X5, 4(sp)
sw x5, 4(sp) csrwmstatus, x5
swra, 2*4(sp) lwra, 2*4(sp)
sw a0, 3*4(sp) Ilw a0, 3*4(sp)
sw al, 4*4(sp) Iw al, 4*4(sp)
sw a2, 5*4(sp) Iw a2, 5*4(sp)
B &R sw a3, 6*4(sp) Iw a3, 6*4(sp)

sw a4, 7*4(sp)
sw a5, 8*4(sp)
sw a6, 9*4(sp)
sw a7, 10*4(sp)

Iw a4, 7*4(sp)
Iw a5, 8*4(sp)
Iw a6, 9*4(sp)
Ilw a7, 10*4(sp)

FE R AR S5 FE 7 N RN 3 A ORAF B B AU B R B, (R 3R [R5 ) HT AN 1 R B 371 ) B ek £
X T ] rh e REALE] GA32VF103[21]4F MCU, T 75 B4R AR T 5 W 4 5 v 7 A BEAR 5C FOREFF

3. IESHRIRR

Cortex-M MCU ] Thumb #§4-4. RV32 MCU KA EAIE S, Az e AR i ] DLk R g 24k
P HH 4. K Cortex-M MCU N FEF B AE %] RV32 MCU I, %45 Thumb $54 40N IhAETE 4
SR A, DLORFFRE AR AU 5 727 Th RE AN 14 BR i — 3501k

NTAETF M AP R RE, Ak STM32F429 Al FE310 43 %I A Cortex-M MCU #1 RV32 MCU
FEA, ffFH CoresMark[22]fiitEResr#rs F7 A4E i L H 4% Segger 2~ W] Embeddedstudio[7]; VI 14
kP gee, FRASHN gnu4.2.1.

STM32F429 WA Cortex-M4[23], 15444 Thumb2, FE310 S RV32imac f§ 48 MiHe, AbH e
Fe A ETHRE R T H TR RE R I 4E . & 4 X} STM32F29 5 FE310 $544E 54> ThAEHEAT T LA

Table 4.The partial functions of STM32F29 and FE310 instruction sets
& 4.STM32F29 5 FE310 154 %28 N4

Dife Thumb2 RV32I M A c
HEPE = 2
I SRICRTA = 2
A5 1) = I
i1 % v
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M

16 54 HE

A RV32 MCU M HFE I, AR S E$5 S EAH S, B mRE 7 i gE .
3.1. RV32i vs RV32im

Embedded studio )& FE310 N FFEF TAER S48 4 F RV32i 18-S, Z A H A ek Al gk 4
A TR RIS ALY IEH gk, Ja e as il A A 1 RV32i $84 Sel is E sk B RS2l . SR A
i BEI I RV32im RS &, 4250 B e Al i i o seilis 5, IR AT H
BE. FX5FIHT ¢ F2F A RV32i 1 RV32im F54-E4m % 5 A2 I gn e 2 W RE

paul

Table 5.The assembly instructions for RV32i and RV32im
= 5.RV32i 5 RV32im SLEmIES

C ¥ RV32i RV32im
add4:
mv sl, a2
mv s2, a3 adda:
int add4(int p1, int p2, int p3, int p4) call __mulsi3 div a2 aé a3
{ ' mv s0, a0 mul a0, a0, al
return (p1 * p2 + p3 /p4); mval, s2 add a0, a0, a2
} mv a0, s1 ret
call __divsi3
add a0, s0, a0

jrra

% 6 Bt TR RV32i 5 RV32im f§ 44 1E FE310 fll42 iZ4T CoreMark 154, Z5H%R 0, wWHE
MR E A Tk EREIE ., % RV32i BA RV32im #5438 mife T is 4T M i

Table 6. The CoreMark scores of RV32i and RV32im
# 6. RV32i 5§ Rv32imCoreMark 154

RV32i RV32im
253 (IMHZ) 1.33 2.43

3.2. Rv32im vs RV32imc

T MCU Ab 3 g8 77 4 %2 P52 R, % ROM Fll RAM [ 75 3K 2 JF & MCU B F R 7 BB A2 —.
Cortex-M KIS HF 16 f454 Thumb 840, DL/ B AR 7 R . RV32i il RV32im $54K 2
32 fio X FIR—VEFE 7, {8/ RV32im 45444 st — ik B ARFE 7 1K 2 KT Cortex-M B ARFR /7
KR, MBI A IR R . 163 RV32ime $5 28414, KR KM 32 frA8 Ay 16 £z, /b
BT A R i B ARRE R I . £ 7 FIH T Coremark 4 > 1 B SCAEAS [FHE A4 A ) BRI RS K

Table 7.The length of binary code generated from CoreMark’s main files (in bytes)
Fz 7.CoreMark EETHAE I ZHFIRIBKE(FED)

H by S Cortex-M4 RV32i RV32im RV32imc
core_list_join.o 988 1864 1884 1224
core_matrix.o 760 1956 1356 868
core_state.o 622 1112 1104 732
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core_util.o 174 308 284 178

M 7 T, RV32i FEFF T 34K B & Cortex-M4 ] 2.05 %, RV32ime 27 [ T34 i /& Cortex-M4
1.2 f5. AT 0L, ERFEE M Cortex-M R A5 rv32 i, 1%E$% RV32ime 154 H &, KILA LR R4
X AEfift B R PR K

IR AR “A” , EF RV32imac 1R %A G, ke 3 B i HIRAS K 5 RV32imac
Se4Af A, CoreMark 343 2.34/IMHz, 5% RV32ime 54 #4241 A AL «
4. FEERAAE

123 F #L5E (Procedure Call Standard) g S 1 S 2 ik il 1 (Application Binary Interface), &%
BAEREECE R H S HE A g Rk B 7 X, R TR, DUREIR RS SN A
Cortex-MMCU J% F 27 #4112 RV32 MCU I}, #5225 ARM ALBEZ8F1 RISC-V Ab B 25 1 A 1 FH Ve 2
()R 22 5 o AR5 H 010 R B0 FH O AR S 0% 33 7 I 22 DR RS AR o SR PRI 52

ARM 2R FE 1 F FVE (AAPCS)[241407€ :  £E BRABCHIE AR kA b, A (R )il 4 A%
17 %% 10-r3 BLFK N a0-a3, [ BR AL (WM EME I S R SEGHEIT 4 AN ZF AR EUEE, 8 9 H
Meftidh; PRACE a0-al R [FI45 R . RISV-V i F2 1 F#LYE (RISC-V Procedure Calling Convetion)[25]% 7€ :
W IEIT 8 N A74% x10-x17 SiFR A a0-a7, M #E A & L S50 RS H it 8 N A28 EUETEH,
8 A R P AR AR A& R a0-al R[FIE R . £ 8 FIH T 6 MEHIMSH C BT MR IFE T
"= ) Cortex-M 1 RV32imac 14 B 5.

Table 8.The generated assembly functions from C function

# 8.H C R#E AU R
C ik Cortex-M4 [ RV32imac L4
.global add6
.thumb .global add6
.type add6, %function .type add6, %function
int add6(int p1, int p2, int p3, int p4, addeé: addeé:
int p5, int p6) adda0, a0, al adda0, a0, al
add a0, a0, a2 add a0, a0, a2
return(pl + p2 + p3 + p4 + p5 + p6); add a0, a0, a3 add a0, a0, a3
Idr a3, [sp] add a0, a0, a4
add a0, a0, a3 add a0, a0, a5
Idr a3, [sp, #4] ret
add a0, a0, 3
bxIr

w7 8 I gm kAR, Cortex-M4 B4, S48 1 2124 4 @il a0-a3 ££id, S4(5 Al 6 @i kL.
7£ RV32imac B %t, 2% 1-6 #8id a0-a5 1%i%:. Cortex-M4 Al RV32imac ] a0 i [m] 45 5 .

T U7 ) kR O SE IS v T 7 ) 25 AE 2%, fE ST Cortex-MMCU B B8 500 38 & S 5T 4%32 7.
¥4 Cortex-MMCU N FHFR /7B AHE] RV32 MCU i, FIFH 215 8*32 i 25 /74 SEUL I RF I, K 9skb bR £00RN
TR R FH A SR 1 AE R

5. RESE5RE

AT MCU Pl abBRALA, Fi5 SRR A, DA AR PPl R 8 F RIS =77 T FE 4R Cortex-M Al RV32
MCU MIZEA, ZrbT T X Se 22 5 6K N2 FH A2 7 M Cortex-M MCU B2 48 3 RV32 MCU (52 4 T FeA
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M

WrAbE AL, & RV32 MCU W& N W s Wi 87 5, IR B R & A2 7 s iR A Ak 2 B SCiE A .
TEA N FR P I I 8 RV32ime R %A A, sl s ERERVIMARI IR FHFE T . FIH MCU B A7 23 E
BN FE I R AL 3 TE 2 S50, FRAR TR I R B e R

RV32 MCU 5 Cortex-M MCU #54&ZRIRAK, 154 Z A2 575 R P A i P R Ao kb . ARk

Rt — DRV RV32 R P Bt B PEREDE AL 17 /L
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