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Abstract

In recent years, the phenomenon of urban contraction, which is mainly manifested in population
loss, has become a global problem and attracted wide attention of the academic circle. With the
slow growth or even decline of China’s total population, some cities have entered an era of con-

SCEG| M AT HOR A T IR R SR R R T ). M EERLERT I, 2023, 12(1): 132-140.
DOI: 10.12677/gser.2023.121013


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/gser
https://doi.org/10.12677/gser.2023.121013
https://doi.org/10.12677/gser.2023.121013
https://www.hanspub.org/

HIHE T

i

traction. It is helpful to identify the shrinkage phenomenon of the cities in the district and county
administrative units, and to understand the development trend and influencing factors. This paper
takes Gansu province as an example, according to the data of the 6th and 7th national population
census and the data of each year, according to the index data of the three dimensions of population,
economy and society, this paper identifies the shrinkage of Gansu province from two levels of
prefecture-level city and county (city and district), and makes quantitative analysis on the back-
ground factors affecting urban shrinkage. The results show that between 2010 and 2020, cities at
the prefectural level and counties (cities and districts) in Gansu Province show substantial con-
traction, and there is extensive contraction, generally mild and moderate, in the Longzhong and
Longdongnan regions, while some cities in the Hexi region contract most severely. It is found that
the urban economic development level, urbanization process, population age structure and indi-
vidual pursuit matching are the main factors affecting the urban contraction in Gansu province.
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Table 1. Details of the contraction in Gansu Province
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Figure 1. 2010~2020 Gansu Province prefecture-level city and county (city, district) contraction pattern
sketch
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Table 2. Population and urbanization indicators of Gansu Province in 2010 and 2020
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Table 3. List of factors affecting contraction
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Table 4. The total variance explains the situation
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Table 5. Main components and significant variables
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