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Abstract

The Latin letters in English words are hieroglyphs. Similar to the development and changes of
Chinese characters, Latin letters have also experienced changes in pictograph, pointing,
understanding and phonogram in the process of forming simple words, letter combinations, stems,
affixes and compound words. Using pictographic Chinese characters in native Chinese to learn
Latin letters is the basis for learning and mastering English words. Herein, we study the
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pictographic origin of Latin letters via the pictographic origin of Chinese characters by using the
theory of “native language transfer”, especially investigating several couples of Latin letters and
Chinese characters which are particularly similar. Based on the perspective of “human”,
wefocusonA and A,Eand H (H),0and O, Mand 3 (JI); Basedonthe perspective of “thing”, T
and 1,Sand 7K, Fand &, Rand ‘X are also discussed.
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Figure 1. Pictographic origin of Latin letters and Chinese characters related to human body
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Figure 2. Stamps of Elizabeth’s front photo (1947) and side photo (1953) issuedby Australia
[ 2. BAFIELZITHMFEITS B EER(1947 S£)FME (1953 F)IE
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Figure 3. Pictograph of the nose in the stamp of cloud computing issued by China in 2014
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Figure 4. Pictographic origin of Latin letters and Chinese characters related to “four element theory”
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Figure 5. Stamp of children’s painting sun for international peace year issued by poland in 1986
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