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Abstract

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) is a neurodegenerative disease that causes degeneration of
upper and lower motor neurons. The exact mechanisms underlying the pathogenesis of ALS remain
elusive. Many pathological processes are associated with ALS, including mitochondrial dysfunction,
loss of proteostasis and defect in RNA metabolism. FUS protein develops insoluble aggregation in
degenerated motor neurons of ALS patients, which is accelerated by ALS-linked FUS mutations. Re-
cently, many studies have shown that stress granules (SGs) play an important role in proteinopathy
of mutated FUS that drives ALS progression. SGs are stress-induced dynamic membraneless orga-
nelle in eukaryotic cells, containing translation-stalled mRNAs and RNA binding proteins. SGs regu-
late mRNA translation and signaling pathways by recruitment of mRNAs and signaling proteins
respectively, leading to stress adaption and cell survival. However, SGs induced by some chronic stress
exert pathological outcomes and are believed to act as a seed for the formation of pathological pro-
tein aggregation in many neurodegenerative diseases, including FUS mutations-induced protein ag-
gregation. Here we briefly summarized and discussed the role of SGs in the pathogenesis of FUS-re-
lated ALS and the therapeutic strategy targeting SGs.
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1. FUS #8¢ ALS
1.1. ALS BiimEE

JULZE 45 Z2 i AL JiE (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, ALS) & — MR 1T 0 . KR HREBILE 7
BRI UG, B B 4 S B BRI, ALS FIRIRERS . &I SR AN 3k B A B i ] A8
P, RZBEEIZWG 3~5 G FIRER Y BRI R -5 SUR PR B T AE[ 1] SRR L2 Re s 22 fif ALS JiE
K, HH AT ARAMIREE ALS FIA 2072

K¥) 10%[1] ALS Rl R EE ALS, K2R NME ALS N Je ik B8 L, 75404 90%01 ALS
T 1811 29 T 5 e s ELIE ERIAS B TSR 1 ALS o Bl fiE K Z0H 147 P& R RASRE 8 330 ALS K[3]. H
i Corf72 FEE 14L& SOD1 (superoxide dismutase 1), TARDBP (TAR DNA-binding protein), FUS (fused
in sarcoma)fl TBK1 (TANK-binding kinase 1)fJJEH R4 4 1 15%[H) ALS SR fil[4]. 1X 6 RE DR 5 0505
2R A B RRAEC, BREHTGE . WM. B s RNA AR45E[1]. C9orf72
HEY WA SOD1 RAL & FELALS (188 L IR K, C9orfr2 B 1 RA o B ReE R 51K
PRAAZVEFI T BEFRAT 5] EE A M s PEFEVE[S]. SOD1 RAF AT ALY G R RE J1e e, SmZbiiks)
e, JF AR A IR BT 4K DI RE[6] [7]. ERAR FUS SRAZ A TARDBP £:[X 4 i (1) TDP-43 5842 Hg /b F- C9orf72
F1'SOD1, {H & TDP-43 (1) 575 .40 M 58 A 7E SR PE AU P ALS HARE L, 1A fR T TDP-43 5845 5]
ELH ALS. 97%IECR I TDP-43 RAZFHHRALE AR E, JFHIMLLRATIRESB] [9]. &5 A1k,
H FUS B3R RAR 5] & 1) ALS 29 45 5% %M ALS Fl 19%HUK 1 ALS. Kbt ALS 1, CORIL 50 £
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pFUS RAZ KL HEF T C Rufi IR IR - BE 2= R & K115 = (proline-tyrosine nuclear localization signal,
PY-NLS) [10]. X% FUS KA FEUH A E H AT @ AL T PR o4 Moot . 4l AR 5217 5 Boeh 28 oo #3 14
[11]. FIERIREFLTEH, ALS B3R FUS I & A v N8 2 T2 ks £ 12] [13].

1.2. FUS 5 ALS

FUS B[R 98 /27T SOD1 [ WL ALS ZE K 9848 . FUS S W) TERIFFORG WORE i 7 R84k 6 e B
FI, RILHE T FET K A[14]. Ak FUS S E S5 N 33 C i 73 A o S 2 Bk ig - H &R -
2 H R - BA R S 4 X 3 (QGSY-rich domain). FE &M - HEMR - HEARE £ 4 Wi 1 (argi-
nine-glycine-glycine rich domains 1, RGG1).RNA 7 4 14 45 (RN A-recognition motifs, RRM).RGG2.RGG3
Al PY-NLS. QGSY £t Al RGG1 H MR E R IR~ N i X IR, FZIRWE - WA E
(liquid-liquid phase separation, LLPS)J 4138 51 - &1 B BAEH[15]. FUS 22 1) C I 67 57 10 JF 45
4 RNA [16]. fixJa 29 MRIEFR % PY-NLS, 1% FUS BIARZ[17]. FUS & A i85 454 mRNA 3°UTR
W12 300 Z i mRNA [ E M, JFE RNA Bt BUHE, Fas MEeiE Ll DNA fiifiie B &2l ihk
FEFERI[18] [19]. FUS RAZEH T PY-NLS Fftif, FfH 2518 IEH ThRERITE Rk LR )RR A st . &
SR S ALS B AR, {HH ETHT 7R RS ShBE SR/ AT fiE & FUS AH5E ALS JiEE R L
SBR[,

FUS SRAF T 3308 RS20, FRB0E TE X510 mRNA [#f# (nonsense-mediated decay, NMD)AH ¢
HAMETE, HA&SE NMD HHERE T HIRER20]. AR5 ALS A4, RIEH X, FUS RAETH
btk ATP & BT S, (H5RI ¢RI RIL 240 TP B[21] [22]. 1 KIE FUS R
AR 2 5| e 2 1 £ N (dominant negative effect), K RIARIEF AR FUS —[FIBE S, LR A FURE
i, 2 AR FUS DD RE R T 5 RS A0 35 11E[23] [24]. B, SOt sodia i B A2 FUS
¥ 9 FUS W BTEANIAZ, (ETEIAH R 28748 FUS FOAZI BE & PR I 138 /2 1R [25] [26], X A%
PEORT FUS SR AT RE T BUEF A B FUS & ALZ T AN BAZ e M 4H MR, X AT RES FUS (980 SRR
SRR B BOAE OC . (EfER IR, WRET AR FUS & LAREARANATE /7, A4 8 i s 558
[27]. 5 TDP-43 25f6l, 5 FUS SATE KM ALS R HIAY Rt g2 2 1 FUS B I RAS AL, FE L
[ FUS 2k 54 if% mRNA BifRI4E &R/, #hm S8R . ik, FUS & A 18 & nT DUE
NRE—AF e Wibr[12] [13].

2. MEFNS ALS
2.1. ALS EBRIFE

PRE TLII AR 24 B 5 A IR I SR I T B 42 0 25 5 52 B B SRAR AR I M), X e B M SR A A
5 T W% RNA 254 % H(RNA-binding proteins, RBPs), 1 TDP-43. FUS #1 hnRNP Al £, X4t RBPs
[ ), 2 7 35 R (stress granules, SGs) I 204y . RBPs A4 S 8UE AEMA T K IR 2651 &
ANEERER LM, Nim e sh & 08 MFE T [28]. Hk, ALS & —Fh it B (1) & (A R
(proteinopathy). SGs [ ALS IR AERK VIR, AR5 A % It 78 IR IZEE i .
2.2.SGs BRE5 ALS BY<Hk

LA R E T ARE KSR, EERIEN RNA RIUE AR S RA LLPS, 7E40H 5 b 413 5
ARG RS AR, B SGs il i, SGs I A A1 B 4 BHIRAC 46 Rl F 20 (eukaryotic initiation factor 2a, elF2a)
AR TR IR A AL A B T R A5 0 el P26 B IR A 4 b 2 1 088 171 5T, €45 HRI (heme-regulated elF2a kinase).
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PKR (protein kinase R). GCN2 (general control nonderepressible 2)#1 PERK (PKR-like endoplasmic reticulum
kinase). ULk, #i elFAA. elF4E Fl elFAG TR 540 elFAF R LA T elF2a BERR 1L H )7 ki
T SGs JE[29]. SGs s&—MBEI ZhA LM, XFhEhE S SGs itk & H I N ZEJC T X (intrinsic disordered
regions, IDRs)FFIEMI DG, —2& SGs % & 1 (11 G3BP1. TIA-1. Fl Caprinl % RBPs)fil RNAs 4 i & [k
FERCRIH SGs #Zty, TRIREE . WS E E R K SGs S 3F 3 SCs Wi%, M —M5 40
SGs fn & F 5 mRNA S sZ e - EPIRAS, IXAIRL 1 SGs i, i 27 A ml bl sthmey 7 s g f FE A
AT 4R AR )Rl i RIE 2H 2k SGs A K ik N BT B s 7 S R IS HA# SR SGs [30].

SGs LA T A I RE IR . BB IR MNE R . EAMRBEEBM. RNA B, 7 THEaH
H MR ER 45 [30] [31] [32]. SGs £ HSFHEMATHul F A RE ML), M) ATP M SCEEEME 2R mg 15 /)
*#[31]. WHABY SGs 455 Hsp70 FI Hspd0 &4 FFEAR, AT I 15 UKL ¥ % B 43 25 [30] . 78 K B
fiF SGs K% & [ IDRs Mt it 2 R ifi 4 50 SGs 412[32], filin: F HE4L 1) G3BPL W] ULt SGs 41
$5[33]. fEEHMRERIEAAET, SGs BRI ZHIF M E M A0 SGs HRE[34]. M 5, SGs &1
KRR, AR R 2 5K — R -

T A R 2 A A B TR AR L AR R S R, IR B R BUR S, TR R
FURARAS R ICHRFE 2 3 0 23 G S8 L R ) P i i) s e m] B EE NP 8. #E FUS AHOC ALS
1B AR IE BN ) FUS SR ERORL, X RPN BRI T R 5 SGs B, AT RESSL T SGs,
{BRTRLI) K JEI 5 SGs AHIG . ALS R 4L 2 WL AR RFAIE 2 RBPs [KI R A8 M AZ N e 28 9 21 i 5 3%
EMRIE, REMRZ A 4L IE R0 b 28 41 B 3G 1 A 2845 S 46 [35], EAMISEIilNh—2 SGs HHEH
AR S AN ke . BN, Profilin 1 & — g AL TR A B E A E AL TSN 4R SGs TR INLAD &
H454HEE, 1 FMR1 (FMRP translational regulator 1)4% 514 52 A7 T # 2 4 s P i) SGs [36]. FEFHZ 2 i
H1, SGs Ui AR A /2 ALS RALE AN R #3141 J5 I E 1R T . HATE 7R SGs 5 ALS K
VR EAATUAE: —J71H, SGs fEN T “HUZf 77 s 7 s ERERPE SR, SEEARIERD)
RERI e 2 S ILAn M 1t O Th RESRAS . 51— 71, S A FUREMIE UG (21 7 3haS T 1IE % SGs #48H
FREEATT I 75 SGs, 3T SGs B A M4 (R4 M ThAE 3 2%

3.SGs 5 FUS & ALS
3.1. FUS TR EEEMLTF SGs

R FUS @A T4MAZd, Importins A1 TNPO1 JE K 4w ) Kapg2 & HiBid 45 & FUS & H C K
i) PY-NLS {28k T FUS k%, ALS B+, FUS RALEER AT PY-NLS, NI S8 T FUS &HAH
(S E AL (1] 1) IXFREEE AL sEm 8 T AR AR . B RRIE LA FUS EE 2 5 1) mRNA 81 54
AR RE, JREE e A EEME[37] [38] [39]. FUS = ZLZEA 4N A% R A mRNA, T FUS R4%
FEREEAL, FUS HHUSH 8 mRNA RE 455, FE mRNA R E A ia 1) w7 [40] [41]. A
FURIE, FUS RAZLE snRNA 58 (AR FLAE 52 7 AHO¢ mRNA BY42 R HLHI[42] o (ESRMEBIAY )
FUS HiAZ n DARRAIC S AE FUS 76 JJ5 Hh Th g 3R A3 40 i 7514 [43]

YHMLEZ B RAIR T . AR ER AN Bl L ARSI S5 TR DI, AR G R, FUS SRR E A T
SGs. HHl, FUS RARRTE SPERIE T SGs H I i CLAMF 2] TIWAIE, (HEX T8 MK 1iES1
SGs Wt/ b[44]. SVERMENE SGs & A H A AR, (HEFE THRRMIIREZER . S SGs
SEIPERF ) mRNA, 40S WA MBI ERC A6 A 1, PREE 7 mRNA 7E 7 bR 5 32 (9] 22 SR 0 4 =5
BEMIRE S, 2k SGs IBHHEE T AHMYE T AH S S @ B 1S 5 0 T IR MEI 0 S id . ik, &
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P SGs BAT (it /) FAHMAAE I ThRe . AHELZ R, 181k SGs HAFSLM, B AFME A FA 3 If
HAMRM TR . ALS B8 ROwil R 3~6 47, XS )2 3541 RNA FRi51 55 14 )+ RBPs
TE SGs H A= g B SR 4 [45] . SGs fEN RBPs (B £ H Ly, IR T FUS RAARIZES YL 70N 3%
TEF, FFRCN ALS (5 FRE[13] [46].

495X ANLS SI0E/R/W  514S/G 521C/H/G 525L

Figure 1. The most frequent FUS mutations associated with ALS patients occur within or close to
C-terminal PY-NLS
1. ALS B2EHRE N FUS RELSE T C KRimaY PY-NLS RESPIAX

3.2. SGs 5 FUS R521 2835

FUS & 521 {75 EER(RE21) 2% UL FUS JRARNL AT, M A8 AL & R (R521C). &R
(R521H) 8 H = B2 (R521G) . W5t KM, R521H n5F DNA Hifi[47]. (8l &uHIMARKIL R521G
(1) B T SR A P 7 A P 25 A R R ] S B 8 07 2R T2 1) o SRR T IR Bl 28 (48] A iR )2, B FC R IR
IR R521G RAZH] LA ik ik 7 AR B FUS TR G — AR R4, 3R/ A BT AR 2 FUS
AIYRES FUS RAZ 5| i 4H i 5T 23 1%E [26] FERIBGRAE T, R521C # R521H F EE AL T4, #5 E fir
T SGs [47] [49]. FUS A5 5| 4 2 1028 SGs HIR/N. A FEhds, mAsRML T, s,
R521C%AS T TIA-1 4512 0T, #8558 1 %22 #1:[50] . R521C i it RPMT1 (protein arginine methyltransferase
1)k B 7E SGs H K ELAVLA (ELAV like RNA binding protein 4)F& &5 7E FUS BRI GLIRA T, S3040fta
BRABWIE T THEIRIL[40] [51]. FUS FEAR I mT ARG B9 A% g i WP IR 5% 52 518 mRNA, J5]
A RAAT)RERERF[41]. 75 HGEZEM Y, SGs SR 3Zz 4, R521C PHIEMIRIIE 2, - FAHK ALS AL
[52]. TEBNALF, R521C B R521H RASf5 1) 8 N H, /AINRAKA TR K 2 A2 [37]. #E—
BRI, FERUN R521C RN R v, /INERIZ Bl B8 1 5240, oK R A B AR 5 15 18 1 1 2R 1 [50] [53]
AEBHZ, R521H RAFEELHTIEY R521R G4k 1 R521H AR T FEM, W] 55838 K A 1F 2
LS| RS AIA B [54] -

3.3. SGs 5 FUS P525 &%

55 525 1 &R AR N AR (P525L), /2 ALS B s 1L FUS R4S, (RiZRAE KA T PY-NLS
G2 BE RS, P525L fA7ELL R521 RAST IR ZUMI4H M T e A, i A Kapp2 ol HoE i T
¥ W [55] [56]. 5 R521 248U JE, P525L 5 ELAVLA JLiEfr, femsiS DNA #14%5[40] [47] [51]. 1R
ZHFRARG T P525L 74 A (R HAMR BRGNS, i P525L #i 3 Tz st miRNA-375 ik, B
NUFHESE R ELAVLA [51]. P525L 5% | DNA #4351 e ph 2 AR 1 [57]. P525L (145 BHL1H 41 o 38 5 I
TR B R ANB A A [27]. WFFUE MG B AR FUS e fE AN s R B, BPAER FUS FFAE 60T SGs,
{H P525L 5 SGs HLE AL, Hm T A T A K& FUS 452 1 T SGs (b —3R[56]. 76N TR, %
b5 H AU M ALS, P525L fi )i MUk 3 & 5 22 H kRt (R B [58]. A K4S S, P525L Joikit
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N DNA #5467 55, $E7s P525L F4S e AL T ALS A ) B3 [57]. P525L 28480855 5 ALS Mk H
AR ALS BEARERIE, FFINE T FUS EARREEMJREE[46]. P525L A T iz s & o
FMR1 (8%, JE155% FMRL ZE4H ¥ LLPS [59].

3.4.SGs 5 FUS H'E28%F

ML TCH, 5 514 SRS R R 548 N H E R (R514G)BIIR 1 #P A WLAHE L I i, IF Bk 1 5 26k:
W AR HAE[60]. R514G ¥ EK/NRAE 12 A 2 J5 HBLR & Fig sh R BURHA RIS, 3—0 K8 R514G
fff NMD. & E A FIZRA T Re 2 B mi[61] [62]. 5 495 Ak 2 IR RAL N2 k% i+ (R4A95X),
R495X [ ik PY-NLS J7 51 30 T 58 21 o) 200 M 53 7 A7 DA S 5 RO Fh il 1) mRINA i 45 6, JRTE R
D15 T 5 SGs L7 [63] [64] [65]. FUS-ANLS 1 RASHIR T # A NIRHSL FITE R, FE 53500 T 26k
g B AR (p < 0.01) [60]. 7E FUS-ANLS #£ LR/, FUS i Ar T M5 I 5 ke Jz Jo # 22 od P v
BR. i M S bR B AT RNA KT R4, XU E RN S SGs T PR 5T 09 I 8 22 S0 45 155 A 2 1 o
TR IR 22 55 %5 [66] [67] [68] [69]. B’k T C i /5 25 MM AERRIT FUS 1-501 RAZFELL du b #dh) 1 R fd f5 e
WD, FFES e TR [70]. FOEMEFidEH, FUS N i IDR X[ RAF A Bk, HE]RR
AR (5 165 A HZRR R NB AR 5 178 7 1) H 2B KA N 222 1R DL S 2R 165 AL I H 2 IR R AL A4
) e T B R, SRR FUS 45 &R /1BRK, A3t g tEsE &1 — RNA. KRR R (5 244 (TSR
TR AR R« 28 216 ARG 2R T R P I R UL K 5 521 RS S MR 9 A8 H 2 R B840 ) T 5 87 A=
R FUS T B SR AR I B HL AR BRAA [ 71] . AR, FUS BFARIIEA E AL T SGs, {H2E FUS ) LLPS
RASERFE PR AT LLINH] SGs TERL, 78 FUS [ LLPS RAFFH B 1 SGs A% & E, HAlfemidn 7 IEH
SGs TG B A W AR ThRE[72]. ARSCELE T FUS RASKT I E A LKA Te D RE R IR (1] 2).

@:us
@sGs

Mitochondria
DSBs

521CH41
S21HM!
5251122
514G

521C17

514Gl Q\
ANLS( )
514G

Figure 2. Subcellular localization and phathological function of ALS-linked FUS mutants in neuron
2. ALS HH3% FUS SRZE (R FE #0142 T F Y IE 20 A G i K EL R Th R
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4. FUS #3: ALS BOSafrEEn S

F 1980 EARAK A 90 EARMI, WEFEHH—IRED ALS &SR MREEZH, LE. ENSE
TR 155 51 R X MR MR A N ALS 1288 & o B IRl B R K [73]. (R, V2 1R yT T4
A TE L BENAT AR 1o RGN, RIS W= ME— B IE G RPN B FT VR [74] B R RAIER
— P HEERRAY), RME—PURAIRIT ALS Z[75]. XPRRRZGYI T T IEME, T RRYT R
FECRYE ALS, (HRIRFIXFPET IZIRME, JUT40) ALS ZiHF KK IH R B3R 216 Y7 RO T 7 &
MERRIA R 2R 25 . TR R ERIE R IR B F N ALS b, SRS HEIRIT KRN ALS [13R
W& . TDP-43 Fll FUS #2374 T 40 M0A% R 1) RBPs, L8 B4 W A 40 BUAZ A4l iR 2 1A] 542 . ALS
FHIR ) FUS Fl1 TDP-43 RAZ S EOX AP 1) 5532, I F 2 FUS F1 TDP-43 #Ehr B4, HEm
(BN ALS WA I — KOG R, 25 ALS B BRI ATA .

B, WPRE KRBT L FUS NEE A IAIT 250, ALS B35 i HAT/HDAC fas kA tAs, ALS
F I FUS K510 H B A B L 75 B n 5 52 62 T SGs [76]. LBk CBP/p300 17 A-485 w] DL 2
/> FUS K510 [ 2Bk, At fusete, (HXT ALS [T R0E i — Bt 5L [76]

TR SRR ) SGs 5 FUS FHIK ALS FE VIR LA f SGs £E FUS AHIC ALS i 3R AR rp i) B A
F, HEOR#E[A) SGs 55 FUS RAMARIEE R, MIMTPHIE FUS 824 E AL T SGs, Al RES A FUS A% ALS
[ —FHTR YT RNE . L b, BRI AR R, TEREAAME T, Kapp2 #4855 2] SGs, 3Rk Kapp2
FHAFEM SGs HITE R, HAMH] 7 FUS 7E SGs IR 8, B 1 FUS G ALS SR8 132 3l e /1 [55] -
R SGs KN FAL B WI EE s T ik & B, Cycloheximde. WS3. Quinacrine. Anisomycin.
Mitoxantrone £ Digitoxin 35 nl il i #1i] SGs JE B M #l il iz sh i £ o FUS SEEEMR T L, FEAIK T FUS
B E AL R A A BENE[77]

5 B&ERE

RUEBAE T il ALS [R5 ERRFAE 7 AT T T 12 (R S RIS TR KRR, (EAP &M B DI
FEYT 77 RARME LR . B A AR 240 8 8 A SR AR — R LI R B4R, eV 2 AR
ITYEGIR G B0 — S, SEUF M T AR IX R AR 1 R AT 5 00 0 T AL RT REAG Bh T304 7 ALS B AE 42
HHAEIRTTRAE . FEAPEAIAE R, RNA BIEE 2 R B, 1 RBPs 75 H 9y 3 ) f O A1 1M 0
H AR 2 0t ST BB AR FRAE DhRE AR I B i - S A A BRI ANAR 3 B8 b SRR AT 90 AT e 75 22 007 5%
BAREN 7188 SGs H IR 75 B BRI EAR , DUSH ML A A 52 48 7 93 B SGs A A 15 8 1 07 SRARMA IR 1
BMF7 MBESFIE%. BROEARCHFEERDT 1 SGs 78 FUS % ALS HREIPE 4145 17 WL FUS
GAR (R BN, AEIE Tt — D TR A4 ALS FICER I 5 — 9885k 2 LAG |2 ALS. 7E ALS
FPIEEAL R, FUS SR S AL T A0 T D e 3R AT , T4 A% Th R SR A 7T b« ALS B8 B Rl 2 4,
ALS i Fi i Af ] SOD1 2 93 A7 Y H MR 2848 i T 2 R (GO3A) AL /INBRAFE A ALS B, B
RIS . AR ALS FRARTERHR Az i A SE RN VE AL, (H 25 5 22008 S AR o
I ST ALS 2 P RAZ BN RIS B A B T-3RA11 T SN R AR s UL, ik — D SEBUR HETR T .
2 LATR, 413 SGs 5 FUS #i< ALS KIRALEI FHRNBF 7 HR R L SGs 5 FUS B RKIIATT S, 7T
BE2x7E FUS A% ALS (25t & Hh BUAS 30

EHEWH

B 5 H 2R FF 45 4:(31970755), Wil H AR 4 (LY21C120001).
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