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Abstract: In recent years, with the rapid development of vehicular communication systems and advanced ad hoc
network technologies, Vehicular Ad Hoc Networks (VANET) which combines both of them has greatly attracted those
people’s attention in academic and industry fields. As one of the key technologies in vehicular ad hoc networks, MAC
(Medium Access Control) protocol is indispensable to ensure the mobile nodes share the wireless medium fairly and
efficiently. Since the specific characteristics and the increased variety of services in VANET, MAC protocols which are
designed for Mobile Ad Hoc Networks are impossible to apply in VANET directly. In this paper, a survey of current
MAC protocols for VANET is given. Then, we describe several latest MAC protocol schemes and analysis the main
problems and challenges. Finally, some future research areas for MAC in VANET are pointed out.
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Figure 1. Curve: system result of standard experiment
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