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Abstract

With the continuous progress of technology, the internet is playing an increasingly important role
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in daily life. However, the development of information technology has also been accompanied by
negative impacts such as spam and soft pornographic pop-ups. The purpose of this paper is to in-
tegrate the types and specific cases of gatekeepers in online communication, elucidating the main
principles of Luhmann’s gatekeeper theory, and exploring its application in online communica-
tion. To achieve this goal, a literature review methodology was adopted, collecting relevant re-
search materials on gatekeeper theory and online communication, and conducting analysis and
discussions with specific cases. In conclusion, Luhmann’s gatekeeper theory provides an impor-
tant framework for understanding the crucial roles, decision-making processes, and transforma-
tions in online communication. By conducting in-depth analysis of gatekeeper types, the influence
of power, behavioral patterns, and dynamic changes, a better understanding of the development
and influencing factors of online communication can be obtained. This holds significant guidance
for decision-making and practices in online communication by managers and professionals.
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Figure 1. White news chooses the gatekeeper mode
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Figure 2. McNelly news gating mode
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Figure 3. Bass dual action mode
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