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Abstract

This paper takes China A-share listed companies in the retail industry from 2012 to 2021 as a
sample to investigate the impact of digital transformation of retail enterprises on their financial
distress. The results show that there is an inverted U-shaped relationship between digital trans-
formation and financial distress of retail enterprises. Further analysis shows that the above con-
clusions are heterogeneous under different digital transformation methods. And after a series of
robustness tests, the result is still valid.
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1. 518

BEE BHARARN R LT AR, W BRE A R AR, L5 R RS IR A W
(KIZh 770 FOSEOR KRR AW AT WL Ry . AP TE S %, ’_Eiminies ),
Al Gy 4y S T A T

B 2B ESN R RINE T MV B AR, Ok T — RAINLE S5 8kbk. L&A,
HIM . SUHE . REEEEHMER R RIS AL Gt 2 A7 R R RAE SR, IR H A 77 it A
[1]e KEHEMGUH BRI R A AR 7GR N TR, ik 17280 5 e Z RIS [2], %
FRTMERFERCTE N3], WETE MLt B TR T R ROy R ES . ERTA
DrifdfEsh T, FE Mz E BN 2 B R R AWHRTE, ARG T B A, %
fift 7 AT L. SR, X TR LI, Ak B AR SR e o IR Pk, B
RO T Al AR Ml 556 BN 58 iz e 1y SR A S MV AR B 2 Ao lbnty R 17 A2 20 AN S 1A 1 RS, — 7 T
By TR E A AL R E B AR, g iolk B A RN S Aol 5507 [ ER BE R, Ak B
WA G P FE R . 57— Jri, By R R RE T, Aolk— BOd BB & S Bl XUk 2
JE T, M9 A SR N 55 PR SR AT RE P o RO TR B A X A M A 55 RIS AR R 2, AR SO
Xt _E IR 1) IR AN T o

2. XA SMRBRR

it 55 N B AV R I TR B LY sl R 01 55« 1 BT A PS5 TshYEA 2 5 ILE Ik
SE[4]o TEEOR S T MANIF T3 Tt e [ il B NI 55 R S5 (R 2 i R 3R 3EAT T 7 LR R v TR RER
B, ARRCREE, W R[E], EEENEAG6], LM EREE[7], PR EER8] )y &R
XA 55 RS RSEI o BIEFURIL, KBA B, ARRCREE, G, B I A (S Kk
FARE BB B E RN T A A 5T NS R AT BERE . BeAh, b EROSR AT DA B 4 4l 3 i
BB BRAR AL B NI 55 PRS0 R, L vt B ORI ) 8 B, 7 MBSO WA 55 PR S P 4 b . H
Al RT3 R BE 520 N 21 B T A BB AL A, 9K S (O E B Ak I 55 X
S BRI HEAT 00T, R R AR B B RGN 4, YRR A B K R ILBCREAN e, ARG
WES, FEPEAR, RE AN E SRRSO R TERECR A RIS . JEHE 1016 L T & 4
NS B30 Y o B E i S = 7 i o & A A9 AL e s B

Hk, AR RRE M b, 2B AT B A T A e SR A S AT RN 00T, TR a4
VAT NS AEHF RGP, AL AT B A 2 P B A SO N, 2 T A il 9/ B < e A 23
Be[11]. AHBEAE[12]25 T 2001~2016 £F ] b 1l 2v w) 28 G A A b B i e Bt it A I, By A e R xt
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1, Al SEREEC T R O 2 R T B 0 AR N, A N BT AR R B, BT BOR
HR AL, 558071 ARG B BT AR AR L (5 s T PR Bk, AR LR WAl 4y
RIS AL PTFE SR JE[14], AN ERETH R [15], AR AR [16]5 A B . NEE LT
PR R VMR, 7 1SS [17] AL T8 8 LA R FE R, SRR R DL AL T . 2
TRAEXTTEHT . AT EF 18T FUR I, B b e BT LA e Tt Alk A7, v, A5 B eR M It 4
WL BIFESE[191BF TR I, Z 5 A b B AR Al RS 2278 R R i i A AN R, B ST e 4
i flb 2 E R 3R

e, T RABA MBI MLy A R 500 55 IR IR R R BEAT 1R TT . B AIRAE 20 i 44y 2
OLS HAIM TR AR BT FLR I, B A R b A I 55 B0 W35 SR, T ok iia 5o
BF LRGN, FURSHIEE[21]10L 2014~2020 4 A B BT ARIDAREAS, SCIERR b A w1 Her 1 R e
F BRARAMI I 55 XSS o T PR S5 [A1EE BT FTNLRA R0 SO Ml U 55 R S5 R S i s A B, il i A e A 8
T WU RR B 2 e AL IV 55 TR B A 4 P R0

A M B A A TR Al U 55 PRIISE PRS0 AN 2 BT B0 (0 e R 4], A2 i A By A e T R S
FIANWTERTE, B e P A o T, e (R i e B Sis ATt ok — &€ I 0,
PR T iR m Al g s, 2 80 - A A, iR AT ORI N, s AT LAl
KR, AL A= AW 55 RS - B Al B A AR L IR, il 27 A e R e A2 Al
QNER, AR E SRR AR, SRR AL, AT AN R B e B A Bk, BT AT LA
i Al A AW 55 N BERER o d it ACSCIR I M B AU AU R S S5 R B 08 U R
LR R

3. ARt
3.1 KiEWMEHIEFRIE

ASCIEHL 2012~2021 AE A E A RN E T A FCAYIETE RS, I DL bR AEREAT IR L B
MR ST HA&EFHEI L AFFA: 52 JIBRZ O FEEHEN L AR 5= XHrE MR
AR BT 1%F0 99% 146 b Hl . 23K 15 63 K bl A W] 492 ANMFEAMIE . AR ET
B HIRI PR A [H 22 22 (CSMAR) 4 /.

32. BEEX

321 WWRTE
AL 55 R 35 . I SCAE A Altman ) Z-Score BEELPPAN AL 45 R BT, HAR A OR:
Z,, =12X,+1.4X,+3.3X,+0.6X, +0.999X, (1)

X Xy = HIBRELEH Xo= BAANEIE T X = EBITLEE™; Xo = B AT E S 1 £
MIMKHENE: Xo = EMUNLE T N TET M, ASO Z EHIBH KL, BIERIASE R, 5 H B
TACH R S 55 N ST 2 IEAR G, N R B K7 A R B R R 2 I s Al I 55 IR 85, e 2 ) P ol
W55 MR AR . B ok T CSMAR Hiffi /%

322 HERTE

VBT RL . RSO N TR KBS, mfoAR. KREE SR N FTE ol A T 25 H
BLAARARN, F0 1 JFEE A F53 2 & M\ B AL TR SRR BEFR AR Dt. B3R EH T CSMAR
B
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3.2.3. iFHITE

ARSI T AT R AN E A IMARI R BB ANE AR BB R s HR L HLAHE

WA LG IS, EERRF RG] OO AR E (R 1 TR

Table 1. Definition and description of main variables

F 1 EETENEX SR

A5 5 A B R BT 5E XA
Wi e A = Wk 2% [ 5% z IR AR B e P Z (B VP AE
fRRAT & b H A e 1Y Dt Ln (£l A0 ) i AL + 1)
PR Roe R
EN NI K Gro ERIALONE S5
SHER i) | e Qu TBN G 1B 5
BRI B & FF I LL 151 Sum BRI 38 5 1 b mli 2 =] e Bl
R Board #wH AN
EHLE R Mshare (A RSGR — oAt AT R) A 587
3.3. #ERE

N T AR BT 500 4 W 2 MR R, ASCHED T RIEET,
Z,, = py+ B0, + 5 thi,t + pycontrols;, + 14 +y, + &,

O]

Z, Fon Al i RS AR I 55 RBE . Dt 5 DY SRR il i TESE t AR B A TR R K

*F-J5 . Controls, , #7nABlk 2 i — R A1 26 A &
3.4. EESCESER
3.4.1. #RHSt

92 IR R EAR B R G . Hidh, Z R/ME R-15.35, BORAEN-0.131, SFIME
N-3139, ArdEZEHy 2.329, XERMEFEWAEZL Bl AR G E B 55 R, RS HoRE BEAH
S . Dt f/MERN 0, HOKE N 4.844, “FHMEN 1.912, ArEZEN 1.061, AN F il 8] T f
EFERRIZESR . 1A, AT T VIF R, VIF B8 Tl FE 10, R E 2 MAfEE™ R L T

SR

Table 2. Descriptive statistical analysis

2. R tgt o

A FEAH R B Nl e/ MHE N
ot 5% N 58 492 -3.139 2.329 -15.35 -0.131
Al H A e 1Y 492 1.912 1.061 0.000 4.844
REERNERE 492 0.033 0.034 -0.131 0.120
ENALON: 53 492 0.195 0.334 -0.603 1.718
Bl # 492 1.349 0.842 0.192 5.122
PR B 5 FF AR Ee A3 492 52.339 16.777 8.131 87.066
A 492 8.870 1.448 5.000 13.000
IR RR IR A 492 1.276 4.395 0.000 27.674
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3.4.2. {eNb BT LR BT 5 R RO R M 53 4

R 3BTRS T A BT AR R 5 Al 55 PRS2 L . L rh ) (1) 5 471 (2) B43 ] P 42 ) AR 2 A
I TEIRORE, A1(2) 51N T oA 3 . WEErH, Dt RECHIE, DY REC L, Br@id 1% 535 i
%, BRI E TR S S B R AR LR AR, R RIDE U7 B SRRSOy
B, RS H1, RORTIIEC AL R — @ FE R 2RI b 55 IN B A ZE R, (BB AU A Re
FEBIASWTINIR I 5 1A mm ok ilb I 55 DRSE 7 2 — s Hil F F

Table 3. Basic regression result

3. EAREFLER

z z
VARIABLES
(1) )
Dt 0.867"" 0.697™
(0.304) (0.247)
o -0.224™" -0.168™"
(0.076) (0.057)
-16.803™"
Roe (4.276)
0.081
Gro (0.231)
-0.448
qu (0.352)
Sum 0.017"
(0.008)
0.124™
Board (0.058)
-0.007
Mshare (0.198)
=327 -3.986™"
Constant (0.300) (1.030)
AR Yes Yes
I T] 2850 Yes Yes
FEA & 492 492
R? 0.178 0.309

TN TN T RN R LA 1%, 5%, 10%/KF B FES AR MELR: TR

35 REMSTEAEEHRE

35.1 XEREEE Dt LM ITIREMN S

LA R AT BT T T AN BE R R AR R R, SCEREAT T Utest ki, MRAE LS 4 WRIERE
AR B AV HCTA R B Dt Y HUE VG [0,4.484] , A ME AT 2.079, EHUE VI A HE T 1% 53 A 5.
[ 45 R Slope X BN AEAE S, IESEA BT EE R 50 55 N2 TR A7 AE 8] “U” RIS R .
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Table 4. Utest test
= 4. Utest #&1&

TR R

X [5] 0.000 4.484
Slope 0.697 -0.927
TIE 2.818 —2.515

P>t 0.003 0.007
A f(x) = X2

B 2.079

T4 2.520

P 0.007

5, BLDt = 2,079 N TG BEMAEA 73 A>T AR B 7 A e R 5 0 55 T B2 TRV R A
FEANV B A TR FEAR T AR ki, AU AR 0 5 0 55 TR G 52 8 35 IR AR, FEARMEL At 0, il

By AR 50 55 R G 2 8 25 R, B W 4 R R R g k.

Table 5. Testing the nonlinear relationship between enterprise digital transformation and financial distress

5. W HFUERBEEMSETIELE X RGN

z z
VARIABLES (1) DtAEF 2.079 (2) Dt & T 2.079
Dt 0.618™" 0.482"" -0.484" -0.398"
(0.231) (0.174) (0.225) (0.190)
Roe -21.503" -10.25™"
(8.501) (3.478)
- 0.002 0.357"
(0.344) (0.166)
qu -0.512 -0.360
(0.563) (0.245)
sum 0.027 0.009
(0.018) (0.006)
Board 0.027 0.061
(0.018) (0.039)
-0.008 -0.044
Mshare (0.031) (0.048)
-3.131™ —5.422" -1.674" -1.95"
Constant (0.375) (2.163) (0.711) (0.863)
MRS Yes Yes Yes Yes
P T) 285 L Yes Yes Yes Yes
FEA 244 244 248 248
R? 0.169 0.297 0.388 0.516
3.5.2. MIEEBSHEA
MR A R o B RT 5 IR TR @ A S . Bk 6 WA, b REA RS,
WL 5 5 W 2 AAFAER “U” KR, X5 SCRERER—2.
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Table 6. Discard some sample regression results
= 6. BRI HEARDEIALR

VARIABLES z
0.860""
Dt (0.265)
2 -0.215™"
Dt (0.065)
-21.53"™
Roe (4.834)
0.032
Gro (0.244)
" -0.398
g (0.356)
Sum 0.020
(0.008)
0.117
Board (0.062)
-0.005
Mshare (0.021)
-3.997
Constant (1.015)
AMRSLN Yes
IS [R) R0 Yes
AR 453
R 0.329

35.3. BEERE—H

AR G — BB A R LDt A L.DE o [ 28 & (0 B AR A S UG T R 0. Bk 7 7]
LA F] L.Dt Al L.DE [¥[51 5 R AR A IE K B A7, BAE 1%M/KF R BEMK, Il b %A
545 R 2 [MAF AR “U” B R

354. TATEX.

Xof T AR o R BEARAE I R I R SR I, AN SCR A T HAR SR I DAl . A SR AT IS E T
T BSBRA A w AT e B A E e A R ) T R AR &, SRA] 2SLS X[l 4E AT E . [7—4F AT
M HCF AL R B SR A A B KT, (BN S E R ALV 45 5%, 5 IRAE 5 F SRk
F 10%/KF PG SHE, THAARHES N ETEHEAAS, BAMG R, e R, %
WH TR ER. £ 7 SRER, EEHINEMENBZ G, B iR il i 45 55 1 52 m g5
REAR 8 VAL R R AR,

Table 7. Variable lag and IV regression results
F7. BEHFRRIVEREFER

AR B G IV &
VARIABLES Z Dt Dt? Z
0.860"" 4.200™"
L.Dt (0.301) (1.516)
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Bk

L.Dt?
ivl
dta3
iv2
dtal2

Roe

Gro

qu

Sum

Board

Mshare

Constant

AT
I () 4 7
FEAR
RZ
F

-0.196™"
(0.070)

*

-16.038"
(3.860)

0.005
(0.250)

-0.339
(0.294)

0.0119
(0.010)

*k

0.136
(0.068)

0.008
(0.015)

41377
(0.891)

Yes
Yes
419
0.305
7.53

-0.001
(0.000)

ke

0.008
(0.002)

-0.095
(1.458)

~0.058
(0.101)

-0.055
(0.082)
~0.005
(0.005)

0.024
(0.036)

Kk

0.053
(0.014)

*kk

1.321
(0.402)

Yes

Yes

487
0.154
22.10

*

-0.004™
(0.001)

ke

0.032
(0.006)

3.187
(5.041)

-0.210
(0.371)

-0.157
(0.224)
~0.024
(0.015)

0.022
(0.119)

Kk

0.110
(0.039)

Kk

4518
(1.375)

Yes

Yes

487
0.124
20.29

-1.487""
(0.452)

*

-10.865"
(5.134)

-0.141
(0.329)

-0.487"
(0.227)

~0.002
(0.013)

0.087
(0.094)

~0.054
(0.056)

-3.435"
(1.586)

Yes
Yes
487

36. BT B FHRBNESR

B BB D REME AR A FIRRAE, Al B0 A R T 4 7 A R AR 5 8 AU [ 21 ]« A 353 30l 25 5 A
AR B RAFIE T, AR A 55 WSR2 btk . HARAGTHE R T L 8. 3% 8 I3I(1) s
T ARMAE BRI B 7 A 5 T X W 55 IR (520, 810 (2) 00 il £ I FH ST 280 A 4 Rk W 55 PR 85
RIS . WG] L, A4 N T US(Dt2) O 7 AT A 5 0 S5 IR 22 48] U TSR 2R e 3K — 45 mIAE BT 4%
ARGUFIFA G o T BE AR N U2 T P 807 A e B e A s IR ZE AR R, e AE T HH
S ke e 5 R S A AR AR S e T PR Al B B AT XURGE, B il I 55 R SRR

Table 8. Differential testing of enterprise digitization types
8. A HFURBNEREE

7 z
VARIABLES (1) B sk (2) BLAIAUK
o 0.867"" 0.697""
(0.304) (0.247)
-0.05
btl (0.174)
, -0.029
Dtl (0.063)
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sk
0.907™
be (0.376)
2 -0.218™"
bt2 (0.081)
-17.20™ -16.84™"
Roe (4.325) (4.270)
0.031 0.100
Gro (0.251) (0.234)
-0.467 -0.422
au (0.347) (0.344)
Sum 0.017" 0.018"
(0.008) (0.008)
Board 0.143™ 0.018™
(0.061) (0.008)
0.012 -0.011
Mshare (0.018) (0.021)
-3.767"" -3.139"™
Constant (0.945) (0.991)
ANMERRGN Yes Yes
1] 2850 Yes Yes
FEARE 492 492
R? 0.295 0.322

4, ARG

ALV 2012~2021 4 A e L b T 2 A BRI REAS, SRUESR U A lb B A R xf HL I 55 [ 35
M. BRI EEARIWT . Brr e 5l 55 R 2 B2 5] “U” ROCR, RUEYIREE 4 2
TR TARE L AINER s Al R R 55 RS O BE S IR, (EBER B AL B R AR N, b v ik
Y o B A R A W 55 N O o 2 — 2D 0T 8L, ARRE A T70N Rk G5 ie B 7
P, R R RS Al I 55 TR 2 AT 8] “U 7 TSGR 2 B0 T80y B I ATs, 1 /2 2 HoR Sk
FFATEH .

BT BRI ITAS R, ARRWMTER: B, SSCRECTEOR S N IE BT 5% sk, 7Er
H I A R Pty SR AR BRI A R IR N . 35—, b AE B AT B L e U )
RIS, SEARYE VISR, 850 VE B STy, XANE B DS BB AR IR 23 S ) AT AL 2
AT T). M=, MERPORERT R AR RIS, e S EERE, 785N
HIA R, EIAFSTTHEA . H0, BUNTT ISR T B, Al B A R St R4
7
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