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Abstract

The behavior for promise fulfillment refers to an activity to thank a god for its blessing and repay
the wish to the god. This paper takes the activity for promise fulfillment of grandma Zhang’s family
in village C, Ruzhou County, Pingdingshan City, Henan Province as an example. From the perspec-
tive of sacredness and secularity, it shows the secular characteristics contained in the behavior for
promise fulfillment of the votaries and participants in the activity for promise fulfillment. In rural
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villages, the ethics of filial piety have not been completely forgotten. The activity for promise ful-
fillment is a secular practice, which is in line with the practice of filial piety, to maintain par-
ent-child relationship and promote family unity. Influenced by the difference-order pattern, the
activity is also carried out based on the personal preferences and the interests of votaries and
participants, showing the private characteristics with private relationship as the core.
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Figure 1. The location of the Xiaoshanpo village and the C village
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Figure 2. The structure chart of the Grandma Zhang’s family
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Figure 3. The Pangu temple and the temple owner in the Xiaoshanpo village
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Figure 4. The Grandma Zhang participating in the activity for promise fulfillment
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Figure 5. The Grandma Zhang’s family participating in the activity for promise
fulfillment
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