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Abstract: This paper points out that some utterance-final particles in Cantonese can bear different boundary
tones, which gives rise to a set of quasi-homophones that contrast merely in pitch, e.g. (a) “aa'™, “aa"”,

“aa™” and (b) “wo™”, “wo™”, “wo"”. These two sets of quasi-homophonous particles have four suprasegmen-
tal sources: “aa"” is resulted from contraction of the compound “aa-haa”; the evidential marker “wo

Roy * .
” is likely
to have been grammaticalized from waa®*/waa® “say”; the remainder emerged through localization of the

boundary tones: [H] and [L]. The high tone of the particles originated from [H], which signals invitation of the
interlocutor’s active participation in speech act, whereas the low tone originated from [L], whose pragmatic func-
tion is to indicate that the speaker does not expect the interlocutor to further participate in speech exchange.
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Figure 1. The basic coexistent pattern of intonation and tonein
Cantonese
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Figure 2. From boundary toneto lexical tonein Cantonese
2. BiEh RBEURFANTRE
H i B 5 A7 (A BT 2 16 [0 B sl lF R iR
TR 21 2 To ARt B 15 RO, SR il 5
3 [LY, 19k CHYe 3 5 I Fh 2 TASBLIRAE T
BiE. WELL T

17 e PN A
18) LSPNGE il e

(FEHLERET)
(NHENT?)

YAEHEGI (7 A A2 [HY, RO A
SREEMIFEE, SRS G RTEIN . 7R
(18), Yiidi# (IR REUREN)AKIMAMNEREI T, HF H
BT IXA—4), HGaR AR R (L) HiXA)E
WA — MR AL, AEES RS &H
B EIR, XEHMEL SR LA THY, R

(19a) WIS M, fRiHHR 2 5 B 2
(NEET, RIXAMAF? )
(19b) A TE M ©, RIEHR S 3 B

B8 M Y LLY 34 54 1 J A A AN B Y BLAE XS
W, HA TR BIERFHZ O, W

(20) A TN E I -2
B: {RUF, {RIHHESGE FE?

R T?)
R, (R AW A )

M EBIRIESAER . A Pt 935051 AR
AR TEAT VIR ARSI CIE R RREIAA]
BRI BRI SESE, LR B HRMMEMN
WHER.

FIRE, fHEH Wy &7 RERe, U IRE

40

HHOIEMEET N, WIRSINEZRFIe TR
BEZAMHEE, 1), Mk, HUiiEE A ERR
W R AETEAT N, AR E SO [H), RIMEH]
“uE L nfgl(22a). EXFMREE I EIAEER Wy T T
PRSI 32 1EH RIERI DIREE RV &

@1 JERTRBANEM b, 4
(FRER T, KEET!)
(222) BRI BB LSO R.
(YR FMREARE, F b Z ROIR. )
(22b) B IR i AR AR &, B R L0 AR -

M, FATTR THATREM SR “15 7 ALK
(R4 by Bl <o R7, AR PR ERT R, (e R
VESTI My B A LARRME . ARl B1RZAE# R M
“um oAy LA E. WELRAIEE 7 b

BEE CRET AR e RETRAE
€, (HEMEAIL, RS IRA RN L AR AT 7 e
ANERE, AMTREAFTE . IERATER o2
) —2H451 5

@®) )LD
B BT K (R E R )

) Ve o 5 K /v
B BTAEKTE? BT (RIE R )

(10 J5 J 5 ok R
e [REIBETHEKT, 25? HRERPISE)

B1(8) LR AW &, A O A S 202
HRAGE A AT B (R A BCRK), SR AT L
Gy [HY, ATHHBLT “wf 17 fin kB R AE
ML B B T, A AL A 2 R (8) i1 A
(BRARfAE A ), HAE W RES H 5 H R
B(9), R ECFAE TR — o BIAE B 10 i HAR AR,
AR AR I AT A A N ERA SR I S, B
AR A R AT s, ik, A RKL SR
7 (LY, WA RE B AR “w 7. ZTHl10)+

“IET TR, AR RER IR B A A ARTE A
57 fEEE T ZE, FORIVIAEERE 7 L,
HIE

(23) i R R

Copyright © 2013 Hanspub



M 2 I

FE AR B (R
ARG, BT ARBRCHER P B 2R
B < TR W BRI, T
AR T A B A A B, (B
BB AT,

@24 i) J 3 K e R
B [REIGFTHEKT, ~5?

6. &it

BARRTE R EZE TR R . ARIE A
B T ARIRULEE BG I A AL, 18R SR BIL TR
MfE55 . Uk, FRicidisT oviia st [H) (L] /]
LARE R B R AE S B A AR AR R AE . TH] A2 H R AR
VLT U R B S A AT IR AR, T (LY WS
PR AR R U 10 B BR 52 U AT 1 A
FHIE . T FOR S AR IR ) i FE C,
RS BhIA AR A DR EATAE TR DI RE, T
Ry TR R S AR AR, B
W, H52, FHEAARIBESIEKFEFERAERT
ER MG, XA aET a0 Cny 1R
“ ﬂ% L”\ “ D|En[j L”O

7. Bust

ARHIRR GGG B T M KEE S WA fR
ATES FaF e CEHEIOERIHE G R T 18
27 R EAZ RN 7R 528 4 Workshop on In-

novations in Cantonese Linguistics( %1% & 2~ 81 it

), [FESSEA. AMFEREEREN, #R
WE. 594, IR RS 53R Stephen Matthews X 3C

Copyright © 2013 Hanspub

A HI PP o

£EHk (References)

(1]
(2]
[3]
(4]
(3]
(6]
(7]
(8]
(9]
[10]

[14]
[15]

[16]

[17]

(18]

[19]

[20]

BATGAE. DOBERFRERIEF[A]. BIEE S FiesEC). b
5 TS ENARIH, 2002 (JREK 1933): 734-749.

K. K. Luke. Utterance particles in Cantonese conversation. Ams-
terdam: John Benjamin Publishing, 1990.

Ji/NEE TN DT B ARIE S BIREIM]. T R R AR A,
2003.

b AR, A EEEEIA KA M. Ed TR,
2005.

K. Cheung. The phonology of present-day Cantonese. Doctoral
Dissertation, University of London, 1986.

S. Law. The syntax and phonology of Cantonese sentence-final
particles. Doctoral Dissertation, Boston University, 1990.

R. Sybesma, B. Li. The dissection and structural mapping of Can-
tonese sentence final particles. Lingua, 2007, 117: 1739-1783.

C. Chang-Flynn. Intonation in Cantonese. Miinchen: Lincom,
2003.

J. K. Ma. The interaction between intonation and tone in Can-
tonese. Doctoral Dissertation, University of Hong Kong, 2007.
A. Fox, K. K. Luke and O. Nancarrow. Aspects of intonation in
Cantonese. Journal of Chinese Linguistics, 2008, 36(2): 321-
367.

S. Matthews, V. Yip. Cantonese: A comprehensive grammar. Lon-
don: Routledge, 1994.

R. Bauer, P. Benedict. Modern Cantonese phonology. Berlin:
Mouton de Gruyter, 1997.

Fha. TINTER R BIIS[A] HOERK, SRefe. TR 53
HEEZHC). M Hl K AR, 1998: 264-274.
T, FHEEIEAIEAD]. Tk &K, 2002.
B, A BiE[A]L fFE—. JURDLETT E Big[C).
b BHEHCE HARAL, 2002: 174-206.

&, BRI “Hd” BIRATIRIAL FEARRL WA
SRR —E F HEEC]. Jbat: tha B
HRAL, 2010: 150-159.

P. S. Ding. Prinmi: A sketch of Niuwozi. In: G. Thurgood, R.
LaPolla, Eds., The Sino-Tibetan Languages, London: Routledge,
2003: 588-601.

W. Leung. On the synchrony and diachrony of sentence-final
particles: The case of wo in Cantonese. Doctoral Dissertation,
University of Hong Kong, 2007.

ZEF, FEEH, MHAS TMAEHAML M TRA
R RRAL, 1995.

S. DeLancey. Mirativity: The grammatical marking of unexpec-
ted information. Linguistic Typology, 1997, 1: 33-52.

41



