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Abstract

The definite article “the” has a wide range of usages, which is difficult to master. Based on the ap-
plication of cognitive prominence to figure/ground segregation theory in language research, this
paper attempts to expound the deep reasons for structures with “the” and without “the”, showing
that language application is more determined by people’s experience structure. At the same time,
the figure/ground segregation theory provides the enlightenment for the research on asymmetric
iconicity of cognitive prominence in English and Chinese.
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1. 51§

FEEEVEY, i the A2 RETR, ASAEFIEF, ZUMTE 4 LU AR 1 & . (HEUKIEIEIETL)
(2002) [1]4EH the MIPANRIE:  “1) i the RE —NdEH . A T4 that ARG BIME 2
FEFEFNIZEFE. W1: The lion is roaring. Wi7EML. (FE#AE M — R+ . )The lion is the king of beasts. Jiihy
HEZ . (FBE—KZW. ) 2) @i the 538/~ this 81 that T4, (HHFRRMERSS, —BRAFEEL.
1. Take the apple."Z3E NP, (the ANEE, WA this apple, WIZAEEL). ” the FIANERIE 24, (UKL
TEEED) LA BRI 20 ANIURIE,  (EETOKAE M e DO IR 3 (2007.10)% the 75 SCRTAIVL
gt 14 BUFMAA P BRSE SR,  CREREP DO ML) (2002.1) A5 JEAE N the
PR SRR 11 I, 555

TEXRT the MIFTAH VL. HBECLA they TG the G5, AUhT-58 A2 B MU B [F e F vk, R ZEE
WCAZBIA] o NHTEE A AIE SGRE F F0, WNXANAEERE, AT, the I8 AR AATTAR 224507
B RGN SR LB AR S B S B iR R I JE A, R AT B ) — AT =, X
Ffoor S IR B JEME R RIE B T A RO BRI S 5% B JE U GRS, 2001) . A SCEIE 44T the 544
HIF the 7c the FIIEHIX ], #RF the VAR T RN AT BARE,  [R]IO0E T el 18] R BB G A LU
B, FEE LR A AR PR GBI ] o

2. FRIpHESR

WHNE & SRR R BB 250, WEEN 7 a2 m NATHE SR, KBS EE
— PN SN, R IET AT SR 4 50 ATt Sk AT B A Ak [ T sk R S SR T R
Ungerer & H. J. Schmid [2]7EINHIE 5 2208, BRI St (figure/ground) & W\ H1IE VR RIS S 45 1) 55 2 (1) Fil
FERIRFE[3]. REMHE T RIS 54 & BLig (figure/ground segregation theory) 78 15 = I 78 HF M .

WHIETL A, Langacker [41CH, AT E . P 2 A AR [F] 98 85 (9 77 TRIAS [ 338 1 ok 0
. HFAEREE RIS S, AP EARNRRRE TR ATFEMRIAR, BRNERRE
AR, HABE A A EETRIE L, KW E e s g sen, e, RIERREmy
i FYIR E R R R B Rk . AT FIGREY) 1 7 ke 18 5 g .

3. the LRI\ IR B 2R

the Z5HMME R T 20 N =Fp: — A, A the 5 the IXTLL, the MR HRI L H UA L. A7
PIE R 2 ok H USRI EE AR S, 0 (EZ R @B S SO AR IR B ) (2007)  CHrowdUia L) (2009).
AR R B A L) (2002)  (TEVKSEETEYE) (2002)5%, SEE ) AR AR L. B AR
FNEN,  [RIRTTEAL o 5 J ORI BRUS) AR 1) the 4544

3.1. the W—f& A%
the MFIVEE L, RGEREATH2M, X EFHICEARRMERFEAEE) 0 LT .
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() AT RIS NBEHEY):

(1) There were three questions. The first two were relatively easy.

(A=A, SN A S . )

(2) Have you locked the door? (R8T 15?2 )

(DfH the BRI A CIRBRE FHY, ()FAH the FPIAN CLELEMHE . T O E SRR F1 4 b
FEH [ first two questions A1 door, ffiF the Rk TR E. [FFE, the AT AT H TR BN A IR B 5 1A
MR &, e

(3) | patted her on the back. (¥4 T #ihIEY . )

(1) ATFE TR B — T I LA AR

(4) The sun was hidden behind a cloud. (K47 =2 G . )

(5) The sky was blue. (K= Ef . )

(6) the US president (32 F & 4t)

N T SRR T A, R R ME — 1R, AT the B TIXMAIE AT, MR, BHA
B RA R BRILER X AT N353, ) the 588 1 AT SE AR A v A% 4K R SR i XU >
o BbAh, LT, WEE. L AKBDESE R T B AR —i s MRRE K, XA KU R EH 4
B PR S e —, A the R, -

(7) the People’s Republic of China (74 A R LA )

the Alps (B 7K ELH7 L)

the United States (3E7F"% 4 4k [F)

(8) We often dine with the Browns. (FAI 1485 FIAGTEI R N — 221 )

() 5arg i BACER, $8IX —2 M 4.

(9) The computer is a helpful machine. (i H AR A HBHEIHLAE . )

(10) The chimpanzee is an endangered species. ((EJEIE Wi T KA KB4, )

X the WANEE T EUWARE, B FA&EWER ERr R mm s, 215 BHAHHNER
RS I F R R [5]. AR 7T E IR — KA NELFHY), T the BIEE TP L WET, LME
B FH T84 . the university student CK42), the car ((R4). SUIGLAHIE, the FEE AT,
TR Y Z 1A AR A — 2 N B B B (Y R FH TSR 38 A FRHT, 9% HH Ut B RS NI 23 1) — 2K AR 2%

(11) How can we help the old and the poor? (FATT/EFEA BER: BIZ AR5 N ? )

(12) the French are famous for their cooking. (7% E A LAfE = 75, )

(13) I’d like to learn the guitar. (FRAH 2235 4ih. )

(1V) the HIR IS8R, FoR“IE BR A J5 T 14 44 17 5 i 50 #2255

(14) He is the person you are looking for. (fih IE &R EFK KA. )

(15) This is the life for me. (X & & =M ETE . )

eV B SR S I B AR BIE s the 58432 AT THRREEINTE 4 17 BT 32 I Bk L 28 H DL 5| SRR ki 2k

IR Bk first, second, next, last 252 BB 28 & 1 T ik B A SR -
(16) He is the kindest man | know. (fth 2N R EE RGN, )
(17) What was the last thing | said? (3% /5 BHI 2442 )
i H., f£>]iF the more..., the more... 25441, the 2 TRE “#t—Z" & L.
(18) the more people who help, the better. (F 111 AR £ #liT. )
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IR BN, 155 Sk E RS e s B R R E /I (F. Ungerer & H. J.
Schmid, 2001). £ LA EXt the —HEM B2 IR M vl DAE L, NTHETR 5 3RiE+, ik a1
YT, MERERE, KB the Komif, MHAA SRS, $RIEHEIER. KRNFR
ELX the — MBHIVER RS o

3.2. & the 5T the LI xTEL

Saeed [61%1F ST FTH HIZRAE T V25 A T B R AL AU IAE & 8 5 RIS 450 o T T8 U i =
SANFIA the Z5FIANTE the S5 44 (IX BB & B SCASUAMERTFE), IS UL 45 H 1 AR F AR o

3.2.1. ERFMXFRIAPFHEA

(V) (19) Tom was sitting at the front of the bus. (Z AL TEA T AT HE. )

(20) He stepped into the road in front of a bus.

(e EARE, 2 m) L — AL T, )

(V1) (21) Get in the back of the car. (_EZ4-A8 B4 115 T . )

(22) We caught them hiding in back of the house. (FATTA& 5t A THEAE DS TG - )

(VII) (23)She wrote the title on the top of the blackboard. (4% H 5 78 AR E#B. )

(24) John put the eraser on top of the blackboard. (£1# 31" S b 3 JECLE AR R TG - )

DA =R BARER R TN R &R, T HAESE AR 2 A SRR iR, (R BRATIX BTt
WIS the I EAEH o

%5V 4 51(19)at/in the front of H, ASCINA, the Iy 1 RERS R I front AL, SRR 1 “ IE 1,
BEE” . FLOXHE “IER, BTEE” f&H the 28! T atfin the front of JE 3 &1 Mds v, SR 7 /=& H
LA G ) CHIES, BT, AR HAMBEO ) “RIE, ET” , 1XIE5(20)9 in front of X
JEK . in front of S2br b2 4418 front () EEFEHEC, +8 DARE NS BT 7 25 8], A EFEZ A8,
KA in AEEF HABA R AR, HALELE the IIRE . M, at/in the front of fAFEIIAS & [ &/, W]
LLF on the front, down the front, near the front %, W] DL the 7EIX HLZSH T front [R5 AL f5 42 44 1)
KB RYE. L hn: The glasses are in the cabinet near the front. (¥ 1 #EMEHE BL5E4M I T7 . ) The in-
troduction is always in the front of the book. (FF 5 2B THH . )

XEEf) ) the #RE W T BB I “RIH0” o [FIFEIEEE, 55 VI 4L in the back of 55 in back
of SEZBx 12 front —ZHff i, the frfd FH B2 98 8 1 back K %5 1% in the back of J& £ 1l IR,  [RIFE %
W7 EDAGR “JEE, R . 5 VINAREES VATV —80, W2 the BITR AR 1S3 R H
HIghH . IXFP the [N RIS S MR R BSHIE FH T top 19 XiA] bottom DA R HABZRALL & right, left, east,
west 2R 7R R

3.2.2. HAth% the T the 454
FH—J7H, ERAETTAR R FAE P AR BINER . -
(VIII) (25) | went to the jail/prison and visited him. (32 kIR Al . )
(26) She went to jail/prison for murder.
She was sent to jail/prison for murder. (4 Rl RJE AL )
(IX) (27) Airplanes can’t completely take the place of trains. (KHLA 2 58 440 K%, )
(28) When does the ceremony take place? ({X A A BHE%EAT 2 )
XPAGIFIR 2E, AL, #IX o ERAMERE, R Bl TR BRMRE . (25)5] the /& —FiRrta H
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% R TE AR, RE TXAMIT BL L 77 I gg iR B AL, 570 the T8RN . (27)
fJ[) the tH5E 5 T place Mz J5 AR MAEH, TTEE Y “HUf3 7. 096 E” , 1 take place MITG L1325

B —HpIA):

(X) (29) The White House says the president would veto the bill.

(B EM GRS RIZ LS. )

(30) President Obama has been pushing for a final agreement.

(BB Rg— 5 ek i e A il )

(31) Clinton was elected president in 1992. (1992 4F v Akili 24356 My i %k . )

X AR R AT BRAL SR B . X R 1A AT [FIFERE S A AE the I, A TG the TS AL,
W the R EAEH]  Forr(29) 5] o the B VAR ARRE 5 BT (2) A ARRE & — B0, B A B —e — 4,
1M(30) A AI(3L) F) R AT T the T PRAIX 4] vh 4 W] A FOR R B HPIRGL,  W1(30)AJ ¥ president
HH 5 Obama 8 7 HATE, (31) A2 president 7 & ()28 &1 51 T4 RREO S, Bk the #EIX
A E T2 A&, M)A the RAFIE.

(XI1) (32) All the children of the boarding school were in bed.

(A1 PRI AR % T HRIE T o ) (Ri4R)

(33) All children have to go to school one day. (IS % 1 — K #1525 L 2%) (GR4R)

IEdE S gs i, (B2)R)F e, X2 e kil the I —M %, FonkeEdfath, MRRHIEY T
children 72 boarding school B[\ #%F, AR HARM I 1K, RE T HIr@FRE: (33)F] all children Nj 23
&, JFRREMDBE, MR TN R BAE LTI IR the S5 AITC the Z5H9HH IR .

3.3. the AT A Tt S A G1ER

Ross [7]W\y, 2Ky, tHikGEM . By TOWEHE R A7 L — E B . the AR RABAT LEY
BRo A2

(34) On (the) one hand, | admire his gifts; but on the other hand, | distrust his judgment. (— 7 T % Sttt
A, TR —J7H, REEEARR I /7. )

X on (the) one hand F ¥ the J& TRl E n[ 2L, on the other hand  the J& T LA EF . AN
LA A1 BER RS . AEVENEAIR X b, ATEBE T RAHE, Ryt AH the REM “—J7mm” , Waf
TR, HIUIEAAEREIK “—J7 0”7 K5srt, mEENLIEEREME, 5 other KX BIEA
K, IR BEE N SR BRI “ S —J7 "« IWEHMESE, Bi7# the FIFE S 15 5515 on (the) one
hand MFFFES B R 7 U A A E AR, R R HEARE “—Jm” SEMER, B
the &0 AT JCH ;s Jo 38 W2 Ul 1l 2 7648 A B 2o ] L S8 i — M e, fEIX PP S L, the &A1,

4. PHERERTR

the S5 R RV s s N4 1.

AV H =S8

(—) EdiAl the MM A SEbr BT AA SN BRI R . R FL FRER IS, MRy
(A SRR AE AN I 32 IR A 2 5 VR 1 R 2SR R [8] . A 1 A SRR AE BT 5| A R 2 4B 2 WLt (1)
HYPFRE AT 2RI AL N EARER AR AL B the MIBRMRE; ARIFICRESZIAMTHRIEAR
75 SRAHARR LR, A2 the M. . X the (128 U1 R 2 S BB 7EIE S LR H 1 X
—onfl, HRPATE AR S A the K IHAIE F LG I EEIC AL
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Figure 1. Diagram for “the” structure

1. “the” ZH9ri2FEE

(=) FAE=ER, e the EDOEPRAGELER, WHUEYL, B R DE R . A3
W, EER-MIESES, OB BRI AE CFREMR[3], BEEEZNIFRES. B, EF
T ER B R BN A, ST REARCT TR, DOETN FEERCT = M AT o

(35) a) We washed all the clothes.

b) These are the clothes we washed.

(36) a) FATWETE T Ao

b) RARIAIVETE T .

(37) a) It is the phone call that he made to me this morning.

b) It is in the morning that he made the phone call to me.

(38) a) i EAFFES AL AT 1 —IKHIE.

b) fth ERAEZF ELRAT T — KA.

c) R LAFER G IIT 1 — k.

d) fib BA7ES S RAT 7 — I

AEH, BUERRREN T R GIGEAAME, WAE S K150 WA .

(Z) ES S EEPIRAR LN . fORET(1940) 52t “RMIE S IANE, EBIZE M RN, #
HAEGFZ B RLNEO]. 7 AL the TR BHME R — B TiHEA B, HALE BNEREN E, X
WU GAUNE P AR FR R AL I

5. 45iE

B A TEIE M 2 22 AT A 18 5 s 9 L PERERS[10]. Verschueren [11145H . “ [AIFEAI A RE LA
FEFE AR ERESRIE . 7 ARSI R BT s AR . H the B EE, EWE U
NG B R B s, ARG B AL E R EE, SRR AR R . RE IR AR
EWNEA, S EARFINFIRE A TEEM SRR ERTE S PSR R .

E&WmE

AL TERHEFELEFE T 207 MBAMERANCE IR “ mAeE SRR S H
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