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Abstract

It is widely known that abstract nouns, being general and unspecific in meaning, often occur in
academic discourse, expressing complicated ideas and contents. In addition, they are often used to
construct the writer’s arguments in academic discourse, which is vital for the knowledge accumu-
lation. However, despite the above mentioned high frequency and significance of abstract nouns in
English academic discourse, the research on these nouns, compared with that on other linguistic
features or devices, is still far lacking both home and abroad. Therefore, this paper, based on the
relevant theories and previous studies, intends to give a complete description and explanation of
this type of nouns from the perspectives of textual cohesion, cognition and evaluation. With exam-
ples selected from research papers in different fields, the analysis demonstrates clearly the varied
functions they perform in academic discourse. It is hoped that such exploration will not only fur-
ther our understanding of abstract nouns in English, but also contribute to better academic writ-
ing of EFL students in China.
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ARFTRA, MRBFRSEIERE. BREL, FHATRAERNBEMAR, Bt EIEFLRER
FEARMHESERE; 55 MREGAHREIRNERPEENRRRANERFRZ —, MRRKHEESTH
RWHRRLAER. ETMRLFEIGEZRER T HEZERE NS EITRBIORG, & ANE
WA EERTIX KA WHAT E AT ARARIT . ASHEUERT AR £, &6 BEKNEs, ZANER
. WNEESEAENERONA, MR EFAEIEEFARER PR RET BN, BE
IERT EATHIAR, (RHEENEERITEERTERHNA.

KR
ERAMT, HREF, ERER

1. 53|

LARIERAPCE SO FLLE AT F LM BRI SR, T H AR A 7R — 2 R A o [
B RIS 1E, L, RE R 1 BB AU I AR A B R X e 5T ORI 4 A
TREEINGFAVHAN DI RERE 5 T BEOEERE A, WBIREIE . 51830 82115 B ESMES
%45 (Hyland [1], [2], Myers [3], Thompson & Ye [4]), {H/&, £ %R 4217 K0 RIEARZ . EE S,
Martin & White [S]8F 78 1 4 AL AEBERANSORL ) Se 2806 th I/E ;- MacDonald [6]70 B 1o 0ERSE L [y S AN
SCEAAF ST SR B VR 1B Flowerdew [73RTT T 1X — 84 A 1E 2R IE R RO B2 T RE; Charles ([8] [9])
X R A R TEAS [ R A A8 B L AT TSR . EE N, A OREARE R BRRHIE R 7R
ZHPIEIERS RVPNE S RIFE T SR A 10 PR K &b R SRR T RE, i e TR EiE
MR IR = .

AFTE AL, FARERRKZ A Z R0 EAAFINES, G4 SO, fafrEs, Eam, f#
THRRFXRE R EAR, l, 7R BTG Yw, TS THaRieE .. B E. ik
PR VRS RS AR (EIRARE[10]). 734h, R AR ARIER P ESE MR R AN EETF R —,
T8 A5 R R AR Bt B (Halliday [11]). 48T % 42 A 76 2 RS 5 P A S B LUK H T A 9%
AR, 1EHVNELEXEATHATE NI AIRANIRA . A SCTEUE AR, 56 Hik
scfsl, SRR AT . INEURIPEAN BIRL A, X IR 2R 44 A 7E 98 1R 22 ARE R A BT BB (A [ Dh Re AT 4
AT, B IEIAEN XA N, (R e AT TR SEBR AR S AE T R R

2. MIRBZFHARE, FRfE

% 435X —HE& 7] LLB 1 %) Halliday & Hasan [12]1] Cohesion in English —4. AAI7E-B il 7
“MEHE 487 (general nouns)WYEIE, WAL A ST A G A, BN, HEI e B L s BT
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PRt . AELLFANE T, way iRl BB D) R UBARBIAE T — )7, T issues UIMRIILLE 5 1T /A
SR

In the case illustrated in Fig. 3.1. the secretion is released form the free surface of the cells. Mucus is se-
creted this way, as is sweat from the sweat glands in the skin.

(Flowerdew [7]: 333)

The issues which emerge have beset the personal social services for generations—accountability, relation-

ships with voluntary bodies, what their role is, for example, but the context is different.
(McCarthy [13]:77)

Bl P9 AR AH SR 70K 22 DO U A RE S RS IR 2R 44 1] A1 SURS RO RE . YFZ A E N, TR
TEAHEE, DEEBTE AR A% A B SO, R A T L T BT L “ERT
CRRTOBY T, ROUMZR. WREEZ . BRE R FIRCEREE[10]: 128, W CE[14]: 373).

W, FEHRZERAFE 207 CATE AR AT BNV 28 S 25 T ot se, Hi
BEASPIRENE —NE RN R 2K KR TR IR RAAS R B 2 FR A E SO e A 132
7T 5301 Winter B eI IF-1E “ 25 =281 (Vocabulary 3)A1 “ A2 7L " (unspecific nouns)(#% 35| H
McCarthy [13]), RN, &5 F—BACK R 2 5218 (full words) A KE i (empty words), %5 #E (function)
A X (content) PR3, (HRIXE LW AP T 2 6], RAETHAK—K X058 NEIIH
HM S H PR — ARG H . Francis [15]M{EA] “[Al45 44177 (anaphoric nouns) 1 “Fr2&RE ” (labels)
AR, JREE KRR U, ENEER T AR —MEBRRIA A Jordan 455 ik
LR EFRL, B 7 — “EZES]” (vocabulary index), N#HM n 'S FIE 5 2SR TR0 85 IR
(¥%51 © McCarthy [13]). McCarthy [13]7EIRVC AT PR D 1S AR DR, YO EATRT DL %
B EGR”, HEEIIRE R H SRS A, TS 2 U B A BE R FE E © Hunston A1 Francis [16]
PL “a35¢4418 7 (Shell nouns) 448K, HRHEHH G HITRNIE—EERE T, 204 1Lt %5 s, YONENTRTEL
Fe e — AN HT A 2K

AT, XX 2R 4418 5 N 4T i R SR 78t Schimid [17138 TRk BTt AT 04T . %0 7 A ER 16 AN
IhRERIALA R, FIX e “ 225844407 (shell nouns) G SC. DARIRAE i JE B2 10 A FE AT T R0 R IR
Charles [9]7E Francis et al. [18])) AT 7Rt b, DATE SONARTE, K i 283a %143 A PA R F2K:

1) Idea Group (E&2K): EANZ. B, EEAEYE SR, Widea, assumption, belief, hypothesis;

2) Argument Group (it 5i2K): #8 5 THIUKIE, 4 argument, contention, point, claim;

3) Evidence Group (B43): fa9 2 I AAnL i HE 58 4, 40 evidence, indication, observation,
indicator;

4) Possibility Group (F]§£2K): fEFHYBIATREME, 40 possibility, probability, danger;

5) Other Group (FL'&138): & UAERL B R g iEe 4415, 4 fact, case, concern, sense.

Charles F=ZE%f LA 171X 2t R 44 Wl AE P DM AN R AR AR ST A I L, B AELE ] TEIE RS i
AFRFR I ERERE —ERRR.

MEMERBTFURT LLE Y, R4 1R Sl AR TE R ) B ER e 2 —, BAEmEIEANE, W
B, BAR JUT SO E A TR T e B D e kAT B8 D9 41 B 3 B AR

3. HIRBIAIERSIERE

B 2 BT e RO R R b T I IR A SR, KD, e TR B N R 2 2
e, R B BT I A TR R AR R EE TR, B, HEEMEAF M (Hoey [19]).
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MR L EHEA REHLE A5 5107 ER, SR AR LR B A B R, T
HEHUREERALIE. Bk, MR R 2 806 BATE )7 A AR, S 5 R
B CATRRRL” BT RS S IhRE, W Winter R T EAIE BTG R BN RE Al PR EAIE R “
UAFYC” 3 Tadros Al Francis tH% 18R 1) 71X B84 7515 5 HH I B2 Th A (%% 51 B Flowerdew [7]). McCarthy
[13]RFIX — R A1 H TR 8z, YOV EAEER Ve A 2 AR, $RARERS T 001E B (i — A el L
M) AN BORECE R ERAL), [FI ARG58RI TR R, 5 B8 S A o 4 AN 15 0 45 1) 1) 73
.

3.1. RRINRE

1) ATRNE: Py S A0 25 i A N o S P A ik G4 1A D R3] 1 1 R SRR AR TR s i
MR B, MR R B, P A A BE B AT AT/ o 2l G A G R i 0 B 1) A R B I
X I VR 0l SO B AR A R A4 R R DD B SR,

This supports the claim in Section 2.3 above and it further shows that there are systematic ideological dif-
ferences in the way Justices vote in significant and nonsignificant cases.

(Flowerdew [7])

2) AR Fi5 HE RO R (AR I R 44 1R SRS B)E TR T ORAEAE, L, 5 55 I Uk
W, HaeRETiEmRIM AR, filhn,

It is only necessary to glance through the current issues of the British scientific journal, Nature, or its
American equivalent to appreciate the extensiveness and ramifications of biology, both pure and applied.

(Flowerdew [7])

7E b7, extensiveness 1 ramifications iX 93 4™ 1a] () e LA HARI UG, DR, S0 R AR IR AR

TR, AN B AR B e i T ANRN B KRR AN T SRR AR, AR SORAE S T B IA R D BE
B3 EAIERE— 22 [ 70 BT A B

3.2. FNUREELEWH

TG A4 ] O AT A IR TR R AR (BRI SIS F 2. B R R B AAERE
A R SR, R BEANE A SR A i R A R AE SE (framework) , BRI, AT — AR & 1 R I N 2,
BN E (5 B alIRAE B R AN E R, BRI R TR A4 10— s LR G
FEZAARTE R PAEAE AR AL, EATAT LUK Z 1l 607 B9 A B BEAT IH 99, A= T FERRSS 0 “ 3R AL
Iy, f R 42w R AR R R, G, eI “ R MRAE S ARE R BN, 5]
n:

Some models of state socialization stress the importance of interstate rivalry as the key mechanism of in-
ternational homogenization. Such a model of “competitive socialization” could be said to correspond to a realist
perspective in the study of international relations. The notion that interstate competitive and military rivalry
gives rise to pressures towards convergence in the international realm is by no means new.

(Charles [9])

BB notion — i) DAREAE L 25 i 77 AU R IR ETPY A) B £ N A E R, IR TR 7 B
CAME B BPEA e EALHALE, BOvar AR fL JF BB XEIAFRIE R, #E— B HEsh iR R,
PRI 3287 LA R IHAS BAEA) 7 2 [ ) e de; 5t [EEE, 4% “notion” , 1A 2 “fact” B¢ “knowledge”
KR A, s AR N A A AR R R XN R ESR T, SR AW A B T8 A
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HIRaBL, KA, VR A DURIRIE N 4 2B HIE BHEE R E R, 10 T2 RIE R oy 2 (Charles
[9D)-

Ji4h, E AN — LT TR AT R A R, SRR T EN IR R D RE . Martin 45t
5 5 AT LI 76 M5 (meta-proposals) £ 7t i i (meta-propositions) #4720 24 o 3X 7] LA B2 T 55 Ry () —
fEZ Ja At ik, AT RS i e T — MRS ) A SR AE A T o AR i T,
FHR T Bamgy i 3 47 (metaphorical themes) A& g 1815 )2 (metaphorical news) P Rl i B 116 5 (5% 51
H P BE[201). 72 R, B movement A0 1A ) 44 1T A T T T TR A A AN, AR R — A
R R, BIFAL.

When a solution of any substance is separated from a solute-free solvent by a membrane that is freely per-
meable to solvent molecules, but not to molecules of the solute, the solvent tends to be drawn through the mem-
brane into the solution, thus diluting it. Movement of the solvent across the membrane can be prevented by ap-
plying a certain hydrostatic pressure to the solution.

(HPH:BE[20])

CAE MGl 7B, G i B BRI IR RV . AR AR TR, 1R e R AU SR A
ANF],  EAMEARSRAE KRR AL, P ARER il S KRS A B RAGER G T2 ks, W
THERGIER R,

4. MR ZIFHIAFTHEE

TR A — AR AU B 7 R AR R S, O A S AR . A SN T E 32 ZAR LR DA
NGO

4.1, ZiAMLRIL

BAETT K GEFTEYVIMRK, 216 F A RRKIREIS, 85 XA B YE Ty 2015 DU SR & R -
BN EET A, a4l —E R RIS 5B (B B %[21]: 275). HITREAERE
PR R SR AN B TUSAIE FE A RS AL, SRR A T A E AN PRI S 2% i B &, (A7 75 A B T Hh 4
MR 77 NGEIAE[10]: 128). Halliday [11]t42F], fERi% 18 LR RE, FARITEARIELIEM
S Ja P A I S A T P 42 ] R R I SR NS VIS 5 (events into things) (Halliday [11]:
76) ERERS R, MOANBEERFR G EAK M. G M. Young i, BAHESNIE AR
ZARMGAA S, AR 1B S E A I SEAR TS B, R Ak R (R TR 7 sORPR A B
B, MR T SR AL S AL AT 234 1) S B (e 51 B IEIRE[10]) . FESSTB ARG R, AEfAPlX
MR ) T E T B — A1 RiE .

2 e Y A2 ] B A4 R AR AR shiR SR i h) -, DATERRE N TR 3CRE 25 1 3l in] Al R A0 I A] 20k
Rtk AELHAGE. BLUER R A, FOEA RS ARFE, 72E T 22 ARE R AR A& A (impersonal)
M.

The improvement of linearity and the enhancement of current density suggest that the multi-step doped-
channel FETs are very promising for high power large signal circuit application.

(Hyland [2])

TG A1 B 5 SRR ORGSR IE I SO ¢, S BIEN. FBEE, Miale. Xt
e N A R AT T A BUFRE A ARIEE S . Martin, Wignell, Eggins #1 Rothery (1988)+t
ERR LA TFRAE CRRRKIZEE” , By, eI TR EKR U LB 51 H Flowerdew [7]). &

@
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AE[2214R H, BHEOCE P A S RIS EA LI R 2, ORI KR A A gR, shirikd:
¥ 42 3R P2 B R v 1 B R B

4.2. INALIEEIE

i1 G 4 V] — MRS ) U A T e — 0 0 M e S R IR R SR PR WS RIS AT L ] RO DA RIS R
IWHNEERIZN A TN, 18 ARS8 5 H R R E s, B R AR g
BB AT BT R E N ZIAT g R, — AN E R XA S AL B A . —ME R s AL
T RN sl X IS AN A8 BT 17 ) 2 i s 2 T o il SR 44 1) ) il 2 I s 2 T o (1 £ M (focus frame),
HATH — AN HE(minus frame), 5 ER#E — N IEHE(plus frame). 1R 4 RI4E [RIHRIE, s dr il g 45 5] A7
W HEBRR, s SadUEREN . SRS SUEE TR AN, HHEZE R3S FENR @
B ERERR . Ivanic fR, ERXFEREIET, BRMIRANMAAZEEEVER, B R4 A mT
DI —ER Sy, WrEAEE WA BNER RS RAREE, HEPURL, R EE N MESE S, 189
fib AT 2 45 T B PTE (F2 51 H Flowerdew [7]. 78 T HIA R ERAE HEE RO 1, 4 A1 15 AT 1R 14 purpose
A functions HJE A A, 27 AR G ST 55 AR 25 BRARIZ 9 Al R 44 18] (5 5 1))

So think about that as we discuss the structure of plants/try and think about the purpose and the functions of
many of these structures we’ll be talking about.

(Flowerdew [7])

FEMG, BRNENAL TR, PG AT UME Bhdh G 4% i Sr il — MO, AR AT AR & B M s 50
B AX ELAE 5. DL, AN AR AU TR Bk SE R O rh ] 5 R TRl R, TN LG B 5B
Z A EEREEL AEIHE S AR, EEELESE T, ST R AR R, IR
AME R (E 5 [23])

5. IR B AN ThEE

FRIE B T CAR BUR I R BEAT SR R G K — T &, AEE AMURERMMEE, X E
CHIRTFREAT U, T HIE EBUIREF R A ORI Gk, I, ORI RIS — E B R U
B AR AT REVE A VPART, 10X S8 P4 0 PR 20 L2 WL FIWT (Hyland [21) . PP 2 VF 3 L 5 7370 ki
Al A N ZITE R I 0 ) &R0 5 SR BT B, InBTRIRR H3E . AU AS . S1REhiE . R 44
PA S #hiE that Z544 55 (Hyland [2]). EIFAT BRI, PPOMIRSEEEAL, HIEEG FIMAISEH =7 R 50
8, I FLVPAN 2 B2 SO TR FE 355 2 47 (Martin & White [5]). PN BHR RS FIE R AR L R EEFA
W, R EWRARE R VGR AT RN I R BTN o AR e B A W R R
BREITAIAE, R EH ORI A, B, e RIMERR “HEE7 Wt EE R
HARILE O Ml A, R SRR T SE . IX S R SR T DL L il B 44 1 R A A5 LS
BARMUL, 3R A4 AN Dh g 1 ZARBLAE LU = AN 51 .

5.1. {EEIHR B ITAFHIE TR EN A

il g A 10 B AN R BOTE SCRe A BRI, RS R TR R AR T DURE S04 I 75 B £ 18 A i 44 1], %
Fo—dn A BS AT IR SR AT REVESE BRI, AREUASRI RO A . ASEEATA RN R 44 3R] H O RIS
X — A 3237 € (7 (Charles [9]) AR A RN R A FPARES, SeWie ) — 5 72 5 A 5 28
PEAT, YIS —dr R AR RS, R ARPAEI . s s, .

This approach is based on the assumption that there’s divergence between the actual environment faced by
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decision makers, and their perceptions of this environment.
(Hyland [2])
AL Rl G A% IR BN S — A AN AL RS, W R N B RN SR AR
B CAH]T .
The idea has the disadvantages that, currently, CMCs are very expensive and the entire turbine would also
need redesigning.
(Hyland [2])
—Rek U, A AR R R R A VE T B R SEIL R, il G441 A that /NE) G54 — (R
IR B

5.2. HERNHINA

MR LW WA THE—NEC W WA, B, 1EE AT DUEE S AR ], XA il
FA IS VN BB VR AT LLTCAR AT VAR, ANTTRE S 1 PN AR, A58 wf AR 285 P Ay 32 ) 20
33, AT AR AT Sk (Charles [9]). R “evidence” J& Xy @ n] FEMERI PR . REEE KR H
X1 At AN, (HRMA LS RIS R X E H ORI,

There is evidence that traders may reduce their cost from trading by splitting orders so as to dampen the
pressure on inventory holding.

(Hyland [2])

T R AR R oY, B R B e AR R M, I, XFER R B4 B,
Aoy sz B g . (R EMERAA RSy, G ia st SR R AR LA . Sinclair [241908, 1B
P B AT PR AR Y T BLadsd 51 07 bk A 2 A s T N s — A sk, (HRER P iR
Wran B A g, AT LUE o R AN RIR BB e R ATAT— AN PRI, 12 3008 BT 2 i it 1)
AR 54T

LB 5 I — R A JE T BARKIS RN, 5] 0 a3 28 B St ol 5T . (HA2, [
RERRE, REARSCVEF IR LG T I 1 &R 45 514 (Sinclair [24]), By, Lt 5 &)
FIRBRVIRRAEZ AN NF L. W BRI R 40, EF ARG HEWE T — MM, mXd
[ ] TR | O FriiR E G % NIXAE S EU, R A i B R S E LA T RE . Sinclair
Kby “ 2 EALAA 7 (multi-layering) . 5 BX — )8, 1E&7E 5B adRE M AR, ATEURA B CHIPFT
R, claim BB T Halliday X S8iE il R RIA I ETE, RN BEEE IR STEE AR NHI PR .

There was a claim (Halliday, 1988; 1993) that much abstract English, esp. science, is characterized by high
levels of nominalization.

(Hyland [2])

6. 4578

FEXTSETES R AR A ARTE R PRI Zh e, AR WFIAPRN S 5 T AT 1R, Rl 2k
FARBISEGIHEAT T 70 Hr AN i o SXFE 2 41 B2 I 704 B TR AR IR SAIE AR, 8 — @R B3
BN T DMEAE SR B E, B —E IER R L. J4h, e SRR SRR — g Kb fs 1R,
JEHARNAEE R T RIS, KN, BRI AR T AF BLZ 2 2 A M AL 5 B TE R R 5
B2, BT FUPT Ul R A4 SR B T ARIIBE RIS, Sz — @R RS, KRAIHET AT LA )
FHREITE R, RS — U 7T 18 3C P il R A% R AT AR AN 0 M, B0 w4 v [t 7 3 i
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SRR SCMTEAE ARG A AR ST I R A A BEAT X EE 70 M, e (8 F i S R AR i, D B A R D 2
AREAEGE U VORI B, 523 B A SETE I 7018 SCAE [ bref R T B AR ELB, a2 5 B pr
ARATIL IS

4

i

ANy 2012 FHFNSCERRRIE o [ 22 R OB A SE B AE B R DL SO e iE # 0F7E

(12YJAT740022) (M R 2 — o VR IEUHZ I H X AT F2 1) SR 5 7 B
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