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Abstract

The Chinese syllable (character) structure is different from that of English syllable. There isn’t
consonant cluster in Chinese syllable structure, while there are various consonant clusters in Eng-
lish ones. Therefore, it is not easy for the Chinese EFLs to acquire the correct pronunciation of
consonant clusters in English. Looking into the difficulties and mistakes, the Chinese EFLs tend to
encounter, as well as an OT analysis on the experimental results, we find that, compared with the
hierarchy of the constraints of the native speakers, the hierarchy of the Chinese EFLs undergoes a
demotion of the Faithfulness Constraints which in turn causes the production of the epenthesis
phenomenon. Nevertheless, we hold the opinion that the epenthesis phenomenon may be avoided
or improved by reminding and training and the Chinese EFLs are able to acquire the (almost) cor-
rect pronunciation of the consonant clusters.
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Table 1. A comparison of the pronunciations between the two grades
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Figure 2. EFL 1
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Figure 3. EFL 2
3. TiEJBEE 2

I 1A 2, TRAE R, fEE 1 MO A R R S AT LAk, AR g R
ANphEEE, T 2 MR EMELAR S, EFRA . BEEH EFLL R FEE I OROREI T s, [F]
I E A5, AT WK g TR A T . UhAh, ERBATEREIE, 15 20g/E NG Z AR AR
FISLHRIGRERT, IXFBH EFLL fE/QIFINPRAN S 2 (M3 0 7 —AN 3310 T oG .

N, BATEH AR IE R EFL2 & “glad” B35S EINCAXGT EE

fFe g1 3, FATE 2, EFL2 78 & /gl+ VI I, 7615 B B3R g5 I 2 1878 SER G 1 77 17E
XULW] EFL2 76 R iZ4HE AR, A RAEMSER . ERITENZE BIKE, 161%8 B 5 M G E
SAMIBERBEAT I B IR AT, W EFL2 A5 15 125 25 M\ (1) I 28 35 K il 2 35 1 BT 1) o

B, JEERT LG AT 1 & 2 A 3, TS PR S5 1R Bk, B (SE)IE S AL I AAE N K
WS + " WA, MScfA s g, Hk, iZ8S B0k kA S5 215 E 5 /KA ot
AR BB=, PEIESE ST H AR RGN, 2 T4 55— AN R RS B

FHERE, FPOEFRETERAR. DOEMNSE TR LB, EENIFL, BaHEA
PR . S ZE g AKAE DGR S @1, HIEE TR, S e RE TGS . RIS ) E 75
BIEE VRGN, RS MRS, 2B REE TR, 7R AN EE A 5
TEPAN G 2 IR et 6
5. ki

RHEZALE([1]), pp. 71-91), Uikit & i1 Prince 1 Smolensky T+ 1993 4E42 &% R4 HE, JFHt 2
RBEA . AE B SCE TR IR0 kAW R R RIBTUE B G TEE, AR R 2 B AT
A FTA SIL N, T SRS W] BRI IE AT 0 b, R 1 ) SR R 2 R A R T A i
I, AR UL, AL REE U A — B R T A HI LR BOZul, R HIGRE RIS
PRt 7RIS, R R ISR R AT R R LG RN N E I JR 45 T B KR B2 A
i, X RS LKA 15 B A0 B ) R TR A i AR AR O 4 S A
FHNLI A E GRS . WA A SR X, fAE TR —FE S 2 h . Sl i b il 29 & A8
29 2 AHE 5 R E RIS S FIAF 1 2R PR H1 . 155 2 5] 1) 22 Sl ik A2 1) 20 25 A 22 1) AH LA A )
SR, EARRES R, FE—MHL% M T i _ AR, FERICVENIEHHTIAR. 84
Ft, MEBVAE T Z M2 R A E A i 20 %A% 2 H A AN R .



FEIX—rp, FATZ X ILIE I (OT) SR 2 Hr BETE A DGE H S5 7 ) 5 S A3 SE B4 2 I S S IR
MRS EINNF] . 28485 ([2], p. 71), U HISEDUEA S & A 20 %40

1) Anic P20 2% A

a) *Comprex”° (FE A E T H).

b) *CompLex" " (*E A E 1T E)-

2) SR 2) A

¢) Dgo-10 (35 %)

d) Max-10 ().

&) lpent-10 (—%0).

N, FRATTEL “gladigleed/” ek B St O B AN IR 2 254 1 S R HE B (1] 4)

BHIEG,  FRATTAT AT 250840 & A R 20 S8 AR I S R A 51 R

3) Dep-10, Max-10, Ioen-10 = *Comprex™®, *Comprex”

M4, XT4s “gladigled!” Hik N “gladigaled!” 9EE2: 3138 K UE, AT 40 E AR & T2
KA SR A SOR BRI ? HEE I 5.

HH 1] 5 45 BG5S S A 3 IR 6120 %A RS A -

4) *Comprex"°°, *CompLex”"° > Max-10 > Dgp-10, lpen-10

I DA b SR Rl AANDGE 8 WIS IR I8 o i I, 5 SR AR TR 2 I 1) 20 2% AR 1)
HEBUAREL, DOE Ay RFE B ()1 57 RAE SIS 98B Ml i AR R b, A AT BEZR Py S8 SRk i 2 S A B B ¢
(Constraint Demotion), M & A= 4l & A & L5

||npUt3/g|39d/ ” DEP"O} Max-10 1! loent-10 1 *Compex“®” i *CompLex™® ]
a. /geed/ *| *
b. lgee/ Hk *
c. & [gled/ *
d. /goled/ *1 *
e. /golend/ *1 . . * . *
i | i

Figure 4. The constraints hierarchy of “glad/glaed/”
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Figure 5. The constraints hierarchy of “glad/gleed/”
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