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Abstract

After Berlin and Kay (1969) introduced the concept of “basic color words”, color words began to
receive widespread attention and research. This paper focuses on the frequency of basic color
words in Chinese and Japanese through the corpus. The statistical results show that the frequency
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of basic color words in Chinese and Japanese is different from the universal cognitive structure of
color words found by Berlin and Kay (1969). The order of all color words in Chinese is: green >
black > white > red > blue > yellow > gray > pink > purple > brown > orange. However in Japanese it
is white > black = blue > red > green > gray > yellow > peach > orange > brown > purple. Japanese
color words are divided into existing Japanese words and foreign words, and the less frequently the
Japanese words are used, the more frequently the foreign words are used, and the more influenced
by foreign cultures. And then, derived forms of traditional basic color words exist in both Chinese
and Japanese, with the ABB-type superlative form being the most common in Chinese. The derived
forms of Japanese basic color words, on the other hand, are fewer and less frequently used.
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1. 518

H M Berlin Al Kay (1969) [1]4& HEAZ 181X M-S S5, B ITHR2 225t . Berlin Al Kay
WA T R 98 MBS, R T EEMME: B AOIEARBEIE WS SR I R AKE
F A 11 AN ARG, B4 — K SRS . Forb, EEANDGE R AL R AR
BN ATEFRT R, 453 HE R ARSI AR 12 8, 8 TH-EABr B b 501E i HE A S 7]
65, JBHESME. (B2, EhHE, LggienEEEilye “B7 “a” “4r “F7 “B” K5,
XEEGH) “ HATHIRUL” A& . T G R FRER, AargitinEg “<B7 1”7 R “F7
KPUF, FUERT R, BB HAE A G E IR O IR RS LI R MR L EAEE RN E R . ASCKE
R I IE R, A IARDOE AN H A5 b 1 SR AR 0 18] R HE A1 25 902 75 55 Berlin A1 Kay AH IR, 4 A
[, FAEMRLLZE R,

2. FEITHAR
2.1. Bitain)

FEZRHIOR FARMNOBEFAG S, E50. Stk S =MARRES, N4X50
. PR IR A ERAT T A 2206 T A 0 — Moe e R s O, FATAIR BT B2k, =&
H R Y0 FEUAR A% () AR A 10, AN R0 ) B R BN AN R B, X 3 RE DA AV IR 52 31 R
PR S RERVBUS T SRR I — R L A 22 (RS o B A2 B A4 PR - AR 1L, E 2 T R HIAF AE
Pt 2 R R, BlEiaR R RRIEN . WL(1999) [2]#F X =F KX R TE 1 stk
R, PRI, PO R LI T AR, BTSRRI RIRE. 0SB 3
TREHEO T ABON, CERGESHBERE, fln e’ “atmE”, BRARXEHEIHL
A EAFIAERATIRAT, (ERRENBEL SEAE R . MG I T # S BRI SEPRAFE R RS, B4
PRI — B . HR LM S MR FEYN, fli “BariRE” . “TE 7 A ARSI,
Pt “E e IR T i 5 DI RE
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Figure 1. Color-Color name-Color words
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2.2. BEARE®IA

H AR AP (R 0 2 T IRAEAE R . Berlin A1 Kay (1969)F 7T 1 1t %t _E i) 98 FiiE it inl Ja it 1 48 fife
(Focal colors)FH3E A5 (1, 7] A28 & 2% 2% (Implicational Hierarchy of Basic colors), JfH3H T LI RZ58[1].
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Figure 2. Basic color words
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BB ERTAE S RAA RS RO M Cae” 1,

FHBe WS TP URARRS 3R, BEs AR

FBPrBe WEPMRAERRE 4MPOEKE, EAR EET, g ‘“a/e”

BWUF B B PR ARRE 5 MPEKE, e e M Cgf

BIPrB: EETHE 6 MR —ER WA

BB EE PR 7 A E R e

FHEPBe mAEF A 8 e 8 MUALKBIEIA, MEATITEERE RO 8 e s EE”
B CORE” (RRDUEBARIRIITY), B XA G .

2.3. REBPHEAXE T

Berlin Al Kay (1969)1 % 1 b5t th i AZN ], 2RI tEE T LK 2 i I, A
Pltia A “B/” T “4nT e T “HET X6 bl i ETPEfLS PRI b, “hATT W
XY T, BT CLnr “37 ClT “IRY RIRDGE TR YOS REIZ T .

#k(1988) [31iE 1 PIRAISTHR, 145 T MBI th i HE A 0 1] A AL . a0 1 o,
Bk(1988)Fi P ¥ BE AR 437 5 Berlin & Kay (1969)F# th (M BEU AR, BEAE R, SCALRIERES
AL AZAL ), B AU Berlin & Kay Bt OB RS DUBT B2, (HR2WARRIEE, W2
SR BT

Table 1. The evolution of basic color words (YYao 1988)
1. BB EIERET (B 1988)

JR TR AR JEIZE AR WE AL R FIUAR WA
=] S| = =] S
i R 7NN AN ar
ZL(#) Z1(¥) % x
ol it
(5 i) (8 Fi) (9 i) (10 F) (10 Fh)

24. HESDHEXGRIT

7£ Berlin F1 Kay fUi &y, HIBREAGEREET LK 2 95 7 DB, A a7 “HB7 “R7 “4”
“ITOCEHET R R Ry R R X 1R (HEERES, HEseEiEAyE BT a7
“OR7FT XDURR. SRR, EEAMFUESHEMERA T HRE . H, WIS ERE, EHE
SRR L (B 7228 ik AE L I M = M = i =4 L o TGN G (B 2 2o il P AR S e g L R LR K2 /1M
JAZR “WT, BBERON “EVT CBRGT CReT CHGT BORRE, mHEARRBItE, b 37,
TAGERIN “w”, TEINLE “t” ZJEHME “u” AREBCAEAR “HEn” o RBREEOIEEER
A Cw BRRRERRIES, RAERERRRE, “+00” 83 “+07, i “GBo” “4o” “%K
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(D7 “CERD” . MMAMEETERE, W FERE R A X UFEE A R M AE, 20l a4

&7 CHR e e “FHrrer, MHEABERNEARIANRE. B, MIATERE, XPY g

KBRS N AIE S AR - B CHA-ET “a - BR7 “FF - B, SEIH(1988) [41FEH, HiEHm

ARG FE BN =AML “FET b 00FR” “MA2600FME” M “BHzs -Ks” . ikl

W, TRMIEES wIEREE, FHEPEEARGERS 2 “B7 a7 “IR7 “F7 XU,
k4, Stanlaw (2007) [5]482 i H & R AR 2 20 DL R B BUR Rk 1 «

BB AN 400 E) v, 2ol T AL T Z2ED)

BB REMEAS0E) e, ol Th TF FGD)

E=MB RMLE(Z16004E)> 0. 2o, 7H. 72, ¥, LAFHF61)

SV M T504E)>y v, 2o, 7H. 72 F. A% F. IFY. EEB)

LB WIREAGEI10004E) > 0. 2o, 7H. 77 ¥ A% F. IFY. E=E,

Fr-A4o. xX3I-480101)

EANHBL PIRGEI19004E) vy e, s a, TH. TF F. A7 F. IFNYL EE,

Fry-A480, FRXI-A0, KAKA(11H)

BHWEB: BRI 1980 F) vy v, 2o, T A T F. F. ATHF,

Fr-A80. AR A0, XAKA ., WERIEHE

(N=7 . EvI. FLro, ZL—, ) A1+n )

PADE FABERIAE ST, AMEARIN, A8 FH RIS (4 B8 2 e v H IR DS P 2 A 250 €2, 3] 1) A ST
FARD . W H, SPGEAFRMZ, HERRSCFRICAZE—R, 2073, £onE—AEiE
M, BT IF PSS, G RRRRISRER A RAERIL. Bl 57 MbkE <7 v —" %,
— SR A RAE 1) H A AR A T H R R A R Rk, Sk AR E e 1 4 A
R, BT EAECAN, SRIER G AT D 1

3. fiIRA*

A FE b R LA A TR AR E R B, SeiF B BUE A ch gt i B F A . AR
FA AL 50 3 k2 IF R “BCC HRE” [6], HIEMANE TBAHASES < SHWE 21— 2] [7],
Sy IR AN E R R 2 Berlin Al Kay (LOGO)FIT 2 h (6 A 291 €37 (0 4 FEIAFEE , 3 M PR RE () i G
TR SHAR 2 A —
4. ER RO
4.1. MBEAEGGIFRIIIEE

“BCCIREHE” WP 7305, kPl il dAADUESS 2 WU REEE, A308 7 IR &S
HEEEABU S, #ERAE 1 OCE IRTUBEEX = AU R, R ESUR BRI R 2.

/47

/117

FUL EES

Table 2. Frequency data of the use of color words in Chinese
= 2. BB G IR ERSE HiE

= 6937 7892 5303 3572 4842 5084 4296 1873 301 273 4471
T 10,089 14,241 34,904 8115 66,465 7979 2534 1486 314 709 3643

(4] 86,313 74812 51,433 24,075 46,287 50,326 12,285 21,327 26,129 13,307 21,143
st 103,339 96,945 91,640 35,762 117,594 63,389 19,115 24,686 26,744 14289 29,257
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Figure 3. Line graph of the frequency of use of color words in Chinese
B 3. B e R RmETZ%E
4.2. HEEXRHGITNIUE R

E s, HifRIe T AR R, B2 CRISE R, R 2 ARl R B B
AR, HEA -SRI BB E A R Bk, ARSOR S ) A H i [E A 2 e A A
KA, X0 “MEE” R “ARRIE” o AE RSB R SRRIE AR “He—h 7 A b

Table 3. Frequency data on the use of basic color words in Japanese
2 3. BIEhEARE & IR R E KR

Ho o il Fo i) Eoq i) K % Mt Bet ixtt)

FiE 12,366 4522 4004 2320 3419 1260 1141 698 633 175 73
A RTR 2348 2371 2449 4573 5 2867 2598 277 1181 3035 2076
Mt 14,714 6893 6453 6893 3424 4127 3739 975 1814 3210 2149

AARIELLZE  15.96% 34.40% 37.95% 66.34% 0.15%  69.47% 69.48 28.41% 65.10% 94.55%  96.60%
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Figure 4. Line graph of frequency of use of basic color words in Japanese
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“Hou—7"59 77 “Fu—L vy 7 “HFu—71—" “lEE—o zn” “GE—7)—>7 “K
— L =7 “E— =T RB—T 5Ty “Bth—Er o7 “Rt—F L > v o fE THER
AARGES & SR o — AR o, FEARBUEE R AL Rk 3 FE 4 Fis.

M 3 RFERIANRIE RS ECRE, HiBEPMEEE S, MRS REIZ “Aun”, LR B
HHFo IRPHER =, 1L ABEERHINT N: Ae > B = Fo o> ke > &M > K > E
> Bk > B > Wt > K. aTLUEH, BB g PSRRI 48 P AR 2 HETE A
RO 5 Berlin A1 Kay fIE0 iR 2 & S5 oML, BB AR “F 07 f“FRo” AL E M B R .
“HV RSN S, REAEHIES “Ho” 2085 “ae” 07 RREER . 6l
TNTH PN H 451 5) -

(1) EnHreLlTwa,

2 BATBLA> TV 3B,

KFAIA ) <57 #ORtRSEmBiE, (O)IREEN 7, &40, QMRS RT, ik
o, IR, EHES, ‘g7 RESE “F7 ITEERTR. R, HER AR SNRE
Fid, MWHFTERHERKE, B AKE “A L > o7 A “B” AKRE “e> 27 RE T A
#1¥) 96.6%F1 95.55% . HHILAT ., X PP (3] ) AT R0 LA A RE IR tkAh, “FHuo—7 v —"
UFR—7 ) —2 7 CIRt—7 L —" “GR—T 5 7 27 XU EI IR A RAE T T & A Y
65%. F5k, €4, HAE R BEAR I AIE R e T 2 15 A A0 B 2 B BRI, AMRIE IR
TR AO G P AT Sk B L FHka%h, AT LA HAE A0 AT, 2Nk Sk

4.3. XBERGEABERNIKEFLN

FESUCE A R AR EL,  IARDUE KB COIA AR R ZIRAETE A, Renldth EALSEH 5 N EAZ (I,
FAERER ABB RIS, W “BP-F7 “HiEiE” 5. fEAR “BCC iHkRE” fiad, It
W 4 R G R AREER ) EELRAETE R “ABB B KA, B rl L, BARSLE ) ABB
REEE 2, AP o TAE B H 3, R SR AR AR AR X B - 35 5 b HE T IR A2 TR AR 2“ ABAB”
B, H g5 MIRAERK “B L7 A 4 FcE, M =AEe R s Mk E . NERE TR
t, ZWUADAFOHEG “Dhrdbnr” “bEdbs” RMEeaKEEEEENEAM “Lols” “<5¢<
27 XM M ERRTE .

Table 4. Derived forms of basic color words and their frequency of use in Chinese
4 WRNEBEAGRANRER R EERIE
Bt I IRAE

HTETE[L1758] FAEAE[1459] HARFR[249] FAEAE[200] 5 5¢[184]

IS SE[179] AAEAE[176] FI[141] A3E5E[104] F1515[60] HE %[45]

FI9%gR[26] HEE[21] AAAI[21] ENIN[18] EEE[17] FAA[13]

FIMEME[10] E &R AB[10] ERIRIB] MBI [3] HIEE[3] AiDi[2] E¥EEE[2]

SR JE[1567] SEAE[1396] BoF-F[1324] BHIBI[1092] HEIRIF[872] HyTiT[840]

EAHIHI[404] BASHS[176] EIIM[165] EEAES[164] HE5E5E[112] EREMR[101]

ABB #(32 4") BARAR[101] FEWR[71] R 5[62] MVEE[S7] HEkER[33] MiHEH[28] BATAE[25]
FEEREE[10] 2 A[10] HERAE[8] BACAS[7] EELE[S] BM[4] EigiE[4]
TEAESE[4] R R[3] BAMM2] B[] 2B E[18] B3]

LI [899] LIiEIE[724] LLANNT715] LIHEHE[524] LIAEAR[34] LIMEHA[32] 40FFH[29]

5] ABB %124 4%)

= ABB (14 1) OTRURA3] AEE[L2] 4T3 R[0] LKANALT] LUIEIELS] 4T A2 R
#H ABB #! FHHAHu[42] FARAR[27] Fahih[2] FACHR[L]
iy ABB ! WP PE[459] EAlAI[266] B8] (7]
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Table 5. Derived forms of basic color words and their frequency of use in Japanese
5. MK AEEAHeRNRERREERNE

N A& AR

Lals 22

Lasls 30

H L35 7

<< 81

Lalaslw 77

-2} {53 231

i b & H> 107

» bbb 184
H

bEHBL WL 2

5. 45

ASCAEIR T SeATH T e, S EE I TRk BARDGE A H i v i S A 18] f) s P AR AT T
giit, giitai i RRY], BURDGERT A b A 17 Y H U Berlin A1 Kay (1969) it A& HIL A €
] B N RS A AN PO T BB EIA R 2 2 > B> 3 > 40> > 3 >
K> B > K> i > B HiERH 10 APEERBESIT A Ae > 8o = Ho o> ke > 4
o> Kt > > Bkt > B0 > e > K, T HIEREEIE A B RTEMSSRIE 2 5y, AIE
ff PR BRAG, AR RAE B RIIR R By, S2AMRSCAL IR o BeAh, A SO H i AR SR S AR
IRMAAAEIREZ A, Hhrh e ABB BB U e WA 1 H B ZE AU 7 R T b,
PR . DUEA H 3 AR YR AT A AR 22 57, IR YR A IR 7 UG 98 v o2 ] 3
PR AT 3] B — AR AR A QM S 3 A ] 22 S 5 IR 5 5

&E 3k
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