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Abstract

“The thing is” and “Wentishi” can be used as discourse markers, and they are frequently translated
to each other. Meanwhile, there are many similarities in pragmatic functions between them. In or-
der to provide reference and guidance for translation, second language acquisition and bilingual
dictionary compilation, we try to make a systematic and detailed comparative analysis of the two
discourse markers from the perspectives of discourse organization and interpersonal interaction.
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1. 5|8

YEifi o the thing is % HAETEEAR S, HA SO BE G IR, 805 A B 5 OB ] SR PR
BTAVRIL CBASC YA R B m B R 6 fR)D BN M, JRERR; (AR m B s DOBU R R 3L (2 9 ko))
B O FEERNE: CHEIM) P PR REZNZ; (AR B Mg,
(Elia gy ¥R MR, REZMZE. BT, the thing is POE A RIFZ “ 82" o 1M
TR AR IR EAR LR, BN B ) SRR 2 A1 E ) the problem is 17772 the thing is. X Ui =%
TETE LRI BE b — B AFAEIR 2 AR BIAL «

FiAk, BTN R FT EE DA R 0t ROFNEDE 2006 [1]; Z5%1L 2008 [2];: 5K 2015
[3]. 2018 [4]; EFEHM 2017 [5]+ 2020 [6]; Chen-Yu Chester Hsieh 2018 [7]%%), i &k %} HiE the thing is
(RVRIE 70 A BRI AT EUA BRI 7 o S T, AR SRS N DO0T G A BE R, #R 3 the thing is A1 “ ] #2 7
1EE M Yee Er) SRR

FEPIRZ, A ERTERE COCA ERE, WiEKHE CCL M BCC iERHE.

2 WeSEERE

ASCHEF Schiffrin (1987) [8]+ F7KF(2000) [9]. FEF575(2007) [10]55 [E N 4b 238 W5 TE brid I 7T
A E, $EHIEEFCH LA RRHE: RS b, R — MR A S 5 R, ARSREE L,
NEREF RN, Aasta) FEEr AR, ARBUOE N W Ea)vk b, MIeL, A5 H A
P RCE KR 5 B0, MIBRA 2 S8R FA KA.

2.1. IEIBHRIC The Thing Is RE

(1) Of course, when held in one hand, the thing is awkward and unwieldy.

(2) The thing is that you still want them.

(3) The thing is, sometimes you must listen to or read the opposing side’s point(s) of view to understand an
issue better.

B (1) thing /& F15, is & R501A, awkward and unwieldy j& £iE, W E RELEM . Thing /& HiGE
Hh LR (1) 4155 44 17 (shell nouns)', BAMES R S, N F 35 E awkward and unwieldy, #2Atdh % &4+
7o, (ERJHRA T sy, HiBE B IAE thing A1 is Z[A], the thing is ASA& — MK, EATER
WYEH .

'Schmid (2000) [11]MIRESA Loyt —ZRFBRII S 440, 8 S EEE MR MRS, AT E 6 8E BB “ N5 (content)”
PR AL R I 4F 5% (conceptual shells), FATAMEIIRE, RN “4bF 44 (shell nouns)” o JHEFIXFEM HAIFAAIRZ, 40 question.

point. problem. thing. fact. truth. trouble. issue %%, TATHIIHEIF & <M the this. that FFHR7R1AHE . DOE T I—M A4 1
CREL, AR, R MURAMEATE, BTHAN “F K (factual)” JEWE. SMEIRE & “ iR (characterization)” +  “INIE A
##(concept-formation)” «  “&EHi(linking)” = ANEEARIIHE.
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#(2)H the thing is 5| S THRIEMNA), TEANE FRATTMIERI S, BIATE B TEHE .
#i(3)H the thing is A2 T-A) 8, & LR — AR, Ak B BASNIYE, o] DURIER o] LUA but. and.
well FiEIEARIC B H, M _FRONE B, FTUERATIANIZ B[] the thing is /& T CHTE TS ITEEARL .

2.2, IFBIFIE “BIER” AE

(4) "EFREH AU 4 — N A I RRE L P

(5) WAIERBERSIIE )5, FLWHTIR, A L8R AR AR R, 40 53 e & e AR
PR GURIN A L, MG PR IEW 1, U R T

(6) WARTINN, ML BRI FASFLMN. ERBE, AR ESR, R EARE
Ha

WG COURDOEA S CEE-LRR)Y »  “RA” N2 A A L © ZRREEERRENEH; @ I
B TR IEIN LA TR JE L BEAE: O Bt HEZ Al @ SRS, 2 “ R e SOT RO
2 ELEDUAS SCHTE, ) HEARAS AT IR AT S B i, ERLR A SR, AER IRV .

BI@URAL “ Z50R” #ATIR R, E a2 “ R 5 527 BT, XiaJEoh “ e R |
R — N BRI R o @7 5 27 ZEFRAIFARE, TRTWADRR, R
MR SCRT B R “ @2 FE B I B R B0 JE  BEAE” , [BEAERHETE .

IS R “ U 782/ M) EIERIEE, AP RATTMER LRy, R 15 SO “Q)
K, EEZ AT, BASENBSES BAE .

Bl6)TRE =TI/, RN AAE L B, XHLA “ R S5t RE AR DY AN SO bR E 0] B,
AR B SOTEIERRIC . TR Y. 25—, WRUHERASE a7 B8, WIAZ LRy 56,
AL EE . AR SRR B, UKL AR R R EAREEN, EEEIRERESG 5
=, fERiE L, WRARR AT SHRIT, B, H0, fEiEE LA, HIEh sl <2 k.

3. IGRHLAThEE

TPCX AN EARICE ] LB R B . AP ERER 5 1EA) . Bk, HEEE, BRNERHSUYER.
THEANTE NPT AT R . EIBHSThRE. B AR TIBE =AM T8 the thing is Al “ @27 15
HARThEER R [ .
3.1. EINGEIHIEThEE

3.1.1. 5EFERERER
FAE W COCA 1 CCL iERE, BEHLIIEL | 58 % 345 F1iEEL, X the thing is A1 “ n] 2 ” 15 1d]
BTG OREAT 7B, SRR 1, K 2):

Table 1. The combination of “the thing is” and conjunctions

%% 1. The thing is 5% 17E

but however and SO because though

42 2 10 1 3 10

Table 2. The combination of “Wentishi” and conjunctions

2. “BEEE” SERER

H HZ "] P 1 1]
51 1 6 1 2 2

DOI: 10.12677/m|.2022.108222 1651 IARIE 5 2


https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2022.108222

=B

e, 5T

THEASEFNEMNN, ZHIERYTES, RIAFYT . SGET, the thing is Jt H I 51 RE AL
68 i, VLG but k%, HIf#/2 Y and. so. though &M, REZMMEMKR KLY L. DET, “IH
e WIS ERE G NLIE 63 5], HAERR 5 H ] .

3.1.2. HiTHHEXR

ARG ST R RIS PG SOBT 328 AR, DRI A, iR i i . IR BE RS BRI
AT, FRIRESMEARTTTT 2014 [12]), FATIN the thing is Al “[A)#UE 7 W HATIZ NP AT T8 LA HE

1) SRS A

(7) 1 did mean to discuss this with you. You know, the thing is, you haven’t discussed anything with us.

(8) —MAREREFE T —HAMN, BB =AU, IR0 B3 2 E, W, N, Bk AT
1o BRI N RA BTV, AR, RS, IRIES!

BTy “IATVEARF 8 A CORAREFIIRA TS oS . Bi(8) “/ENWAFER” 1 “ZHNW
PR R EE

2) PRI R

(9) One I can’t forgive him for is pulling Janet Napolitano out of Arizona. But the thing is, on balance, he’s
mostly stellar.

(10) FHIF, WHERNE— DN HEEGE, FIERES XAl 7 HERD L, FiER
AR RSE Ty oxe v ] ] o B R AT 4

R4 “By p BTEL g, M&RZA q7 MIIEA)EK, BIO) AT ABE )y “ B RARER 1 fhHs Janet
Napolitano M Arizona 77t K, BT AFRB Y 5l AL S, (HE LA AMIEFEMEAH BN - #(10)
ATCABEAR Y« ORI BRI B — N, TN A LA, HRRAE RS X AT .

3) R

(11) I know liberal friends who would rather eat Ebola-tainted glass shards than listen to Glenn Beck. The
thing is, sometimes you must listen to or read the opposing side’s point(s) of view to understand an issue better.

(12) HIFINEE KA E A 3 362 il Bk /7 RS20 2R Ip, i 0T R S8 38 AU A FRURL, i
PADIAF B8 5 SRR b 0 4, i DA D) ) 008 B 26 S o B i B R A A T8 B 25 SEAR B o AT
GRS, B AN L. RN LR A 2 el S Bt

BIADEXS “ R A IEEREZ Glenn Beck ML BEATF 8, XUTREAFE L. HI(12)8%F “ 5L
LM X mBHAT R, — VO AR SE AR B L, E R, 51— TN A,
ANEELI K

4) NAEHEIER

(13) So it looks like we’re drinking water, but the thing is... It’s not water!

(14) ARVOCFEARERIIREE S T0%, [WEUE, —HICEEE JIpIEE, U0k B 3 1E a9k
BB AS, EMAEGRE, SRk T RBL.

BIA3)%E “ LY AR BTG B EIE, J& TR REIE. Bil(14) “r@R” M4t “m2”
BEIERT— A%, BT ouiE k.

5) PRI R

(15) The tax-exempt issue was a compromise to try to protect churches from de facto government influence

(among other things). The thing is, it doesn’t work unless people act in good faith, and I doubt any law passed
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with “good faith” in mind has turned out that way.

(16) WRGEMy Uk 1, AR RIUMEREKE] 20 (2% Tl b [EUE, K=H ORI BT .

FlAs)H “ B ER — NIRRT R” , HRTTROBATRE A NSETF(E” 5 the thing is Xf
BEAT T AOE BRI 78 o B(16)h “IEAG) MR BTS2 BB T 7, IR R B PR A A
M.

6) IR E AR

(17) Well, I went and interviewed her yesterday, just grasping at straws. And the thing is, she was wearing
glasses. Glasses that she didn’t have on in court.

(18) A& N3] 7 HRAT R &S REG AT VKA 4S J5. LB by ™ A & 1 s, 70 i
gy, WERL DI SIS, R A S B TE A RER .

BIAT) 2RV, ek R ERE” , U ANERLSMOFRE . BI(18)ik Uik NI “fi
FfE B B ARNIER” .

3.2. {EIB4HLATIREE

PR N T RIE M TR EAR I H SR TEREAT ISR, O X007t 7 Ol i TR R IR
W F iR, DRUESS PR R BEAT o ASSCOHE AT RE AR 56 TR AN F FE R 1 9E1F the thing is FITDGE “ ]2
g T RE .

3.2.1. IEEFEIINEE

Fraser (2009) [ 13415 8 5 M AR 1043 :  $7 11 #@(return to a prior topic). %EZE1E i (continuation with
the present topic). #%4if 5 (digression from the present topic). JJ& i @(introduction of a new topic), the
thing is 1 “ [ B 7 £EZH 205 TE IS0 v] DUES 21035 83 m) IR D RE, 32 B Q8 210 RN i 461k

1) WL

Vi TE# 4 H the thing is F1 “[A@2& 7 W] DLIESESS b — MEREIIRGER, B ig 8N w7 T 2.

(19) My lower-income hairdresser was raving about how fed loans were enabling her kids to go to college.

The thing is, loans are popular ex-ante to those seeking to attend or have their children attend institutes of higher

learning.
(20) ERIR LI B A WA, (HRACLHAS . HEUEE « BERX A BA M, i A8
.

JEAF (19 AT — AUl “ AR IR il GE Ak e AL £ 7 B2 I D, BT “BYEIRSF” , the thing
is SELEFT —1h R, QRSEULH] “SYRKARGE” , AR BIBREAEH] o PUE](20) “ MRS 7 BLREESRT— 5 “ A
;7 .

2) i

VERTEEFRIC ) TETE the thing is FIPUE “n) @2 #AT DAFR s G 4, X2 eAFETE @ 1 i e
FHHITIRE -

(21) I love you. I mean... Like—I... The thing is, I love your band...

(22) EA: HARIELHE,

BB MERERES, RER&EREZ, BaR.

EA: X, ARAEPT L.

FUEFID)T, BIEEAEERA “RER” BRSNS AN, T/2H the thing is ¥ 50, H1&
R R B RIRIRBN” o DUEGI(22) &R “in " Kb\ <7 HH3 “m” .
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3.2.2. IERHEXThEE

TR TR TE P U S W B IR EE T M bR D Re i) — 31, AAE IR R R TR ek
I AT R B A O E RN, AR S — MR R B GAORE — MER TR (XU 1992 [14]). The thing
is Al #GE HAR TR A H IR ERR G, S EEAAITE . HFER I IIRE, the thing is
EHA SRR TIRE,  “REUR” ISR SRR DR .

1) JFJE R

Yk AL the thing is F1 o) @ 7 AT DU B O3 E—if%e, JFE T — P Hiske.

(23) VIEIRA: Well...

Mr-SANTAGATI: Go ahead, Meredith, I’m sorry.

VIEIRA: No, no, you finish up and then I’ll say.

Mr-SANTAGATI: The thing is, Lester, the guys in these movies, in those chick flicks, aren’t like what we
would do in real life.

(24) Wl WVFIA BB AR JE X 1

R R - UERAT AR 3R, REICAHRIG A, BRI R SOKR, Wl R b AR X —

=

Wl s AR 4B B AR A7 0 1 ?

AR A X PG IR, FRAE— 1 5T S LR .

HEERI(23)H VIEIRA AABIFJE—AN G5, WIUE T well il Mr-SANTAGATI $TW7, J& H XI5 16
FeHE I the thing is fE AR T B, HAME E—if%, FEInbi. JOEFQHMmIRG Rt G, &
B i JFRRTER, iR Rad, ARSI T X I 1 Y A .

2) HRFihEe
TS R AE VLG X7 Z AR A e 4, Uik NG the thing is 1 “R) @2 7 0251640, FHPTREEIE
B

(25) Ms-ADAMS: These sexy kind of people, nobody cares anymore. You were talking about the 67 per-
cent approval rating with Clinton, probably’ cause he’s so good in domestic relations. But other than that—I
think that was supposed to be funny.

RIVERA: I laughed. I laughed.

Mr-WALKER: Well...

Ms-ADAMS: The thing is, nobody cares anymore.

Mr-WALKER: Yeah.

(26) A: TR WARERMAT LS VR, FRIGHEAS HLI R ?

B: [A[#UE HEREAR IRIXFERT AR ? R, AT U4 ) L O R ?

FEIER](25)H Ms-ADAMS (ERIESEM )5, X—i5F0 45K, JEUrik A RIVERA fil Mr-WALKER X}
BRI RN, (595 7 2 a6 %8, Ms-ADAMS i H] the thing is FHTHEF A, 598 £ 38 PEF](26)
o, Bl ‘W7 KRR A BRI R, FEETE I X A AT B

3) H¥EER
VLG NFEVLIERT, N T AR ERE R AR, SR —E T B P55, the thing is AT LAERH] 5
PEAREAE T

(27) UDY-WOODRUFF: And you were mentioning the same thing you’re seeing in the House.
DOMENICO-MONTANARO: Oh, unquestionably. And the thing is, the House is one place where all of us
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would say, how could the House get any more divided?

%1(27)4, DOMENICO fE[FI% 56 UDY [f)5, A 1 ghEEiiih Ak oo iE A 36, ] the thing is /5
Fikke, RFFE IR A,

4) GORIERE

PG ANAERB M AE, 18— ERTE S RIS R IER,  “ e ” R DL T AbR s iR 1Y)
G5, A TR R T AT HERR, R BAA S IR T RS

(28) A: RER A MG WLLF, K5 AJAE A4

B: ANGE LI L PRI ] e o

#1(28) “Iajit” i THIR, trEE B CHRTEM A, THREHR.

3.3. (EE2HLATHRE

FEAE RS, the thing is A1 “ ] BUZ " HR] USSR R, #XTATEA). ER3C, Afja s )i
FRIRRA

33.1. ESRT

2 the thing is A1 “ [ RS 7 HTEIS, ik NARZEEIMSSGES TR WE “HNE”7 , Bl “4bse -
W& 75 & A (shell-content complexes) 4 it 1 RFFR K £E RUS5H(EZEIM 2020 [6]). 24 the thing is F1 i @42 ”
VENEE SbRd i, AR, G AR TR A, U B RIRAR s, 2T ER
S8R EE e e RS 2

(29) I have let it all go. The thing is, I’'m not looking for some adjustments in my life, I’'m looking for a
new begining, I couldn’t go on like that.

(30) [AIgt, AIDARRSEARSR UG, H Al B AL G A S R TR . ST ahsARGE R, mbLE 7k
Tl RS R IR E B KA.

FEIFEH1(29)H the thing is $27mF) T HYE RUFAE AT —AJ 8 “THEE— V)7 02 5 URR ZOX R R A2
AT LRI, REESZE N R R R R ENE R, WA T RIR LA S BUEFI(30)H
AL SRIEIRATESR B HREHIT I BGER, MHLEMALRTL” HEEZNRZ XM R IFARK
AR

3.3.2. XERMR

KEXHE 1B (Sperber & Wilson 1986 [151)IAA, A2 bR XUy i i A W i BB S AR e HE BN 22 b adt AT, TR “ B¢
£k (optimal relevance)” o THIEALFrZ&— “BIIR - #EH (ostensive-inferential)” 11 FE, the thing is I
“IREE T FTUAIRIES RS E R, RAHER R, (T2 AR,

(31) You tell yourself that you are fine with it (for now) and that all you have to do is wait. The thing is, if
you want more than you are getting, you really are not fine with it.

(32) ik, WA, —ikAR EICH X TR SRR, IR SOKM R 1 IR K, Wi RfE
ERHTHINIC D, X -B AR AU T, R, ©OREH —KEMSIE.

JEERFI(31) 1, the thing is K il J5 TEIRTE MU HERIR, 3218 AT U H B/ (85 70 BUS BUR B TR 55 AL
R FT RGN DOEBI32)A) IR R IEF TR, B “ SR fHB TR, kT
Grice (1975) [16] & EEN A “ 8 . AT Xt NRRPURANS 17 AT DLW EE
WA IR —SARERREMAY 77, E SR KHBR TERER, WilE—f “a
HICAH — KB ISIE” ZAFE LR, SRERNTSIEERERER, 7 AR T R A
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T B AR 15 2 HE R R T TR B B
4. NBREBhINEE

VLI R . FESOR R BHE B, WAE a2 /NI — 2 E Bk R CM s, LA
XHE BN AEFCREREEE, NMAREB. SN . XES5UEE ARG HCHE B EAESHEEMES
g, AR, EiE. NS, BN “ 5 % 5 R (speaker-oriented expressions, ik SOEs)” (FL
#2014 [17])o FAVKI, the thing is A1 “ L7 JEEH)— BB AT 75, A Bl A VF
ffr, BIRMEMFRIEINGE, I T F R EE W,
4.1. EMIFMNTHEE

Y UE NAE VTG I 2255 A AN N IS RS FEA 30, X SepPh T g i gy R PEm). IEmm), &
AT 7 FEDGE RIS 100 6], Siitdn FEREE 3):

Table 3. Comparison of the subjective evaluation function between “the thing is” and “Wentishi”
%< 3. The thing is 5§ “BlfE2" EWITMNINEEELE

B PEARY FRHESTEAN IETH PR
the thing is 44 36 20
i) 81 19 0

ATUREL, 3 EEE T vy, B CREUE T s e R . X SRR, R
R AR SCEAR By it A O JE RO, RN R BRI BEXE . RRIBUSE, T thing /RN — Sk,
TR S, RIS, —BONERRIE Y “ Y o FTEL, the thing is FEHIVE FEIBE) T, T “ R
Z T vE, AHT IR PF .

4.1.1. SaEEM

The thing is 5 “ R " # AT ARIEBIEFH AN 048, Tia. oasEsE. i, “HER” &
L) A A RS UR 2

(33) I have 6 exams left including bsc thesis. The thing is, I never intended to become an engineer, but due
to My parents...

(34) Tuorkh)E, BORATITAGNGRE 1, XA SR I, iRy, REUE, REHLFR, K
FEENRE], A ARV

(35) MEATT HR BESSHL, ARk — 2R iR SRS IR B A T RS R0 4L, X IR, it
T, s, AT B AL B A ?

JEEGI(33) ) RIE W E N “PREENY 7, HT R IEAEIR” BRI, never AL HI IR
THERIFRIE . PUEGIG4) T “l e ” ik T “MURI— M AR, KEHIRR” B9& L, &—MA
BRI R . BIGSHFTHIES—A D, MBS AR5 BAELFAL” , BIMERE “ W8, i
ab7, FRE) CUEFRRT NS BT, s M CRERT 5IH BT AL BRI NG T 7 SRR AR HEAT K
FZE

4.1.2. FHEIEMSY
The thing is 5 “[FJ@UZ " #A] L2 LV i 2R IE L PRA .
(36) I’ve always believed, when younger, that parents do have a favorite. The thing is, favorites do change
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over times. When I was a teen and my brother was still that wonderful, cute kid, he was the favorite.
(37) XiE FARWES, HEMZRIERM bR, @, X “FSE” SHAAERE, NEFEE.
EBi36) R (37) Al B WL AR HEAT L A BT 3

4.1.3. IEEiTfHr
The thing is 7] ARIA IETVEAY, BAE#FE. K4, BE. W, KEEE.
(38) The thing is, we really do believe that you could be a good case for clemency.
#1(38)H the thing is 5 Hif) T3RI& 1 XX T7 fIBEE

4.2. EHFLIRThEE

YA IR PR XS T 1, 2 KB 5E 5 BT BEZEAM IR, Brown & Levinson (1987) [18]
WASEbRE R AAAEIR L “ B TAT N7, 9T SRR RSt R, SR A\ 2RISR 4T,
EFIALIHIFCR , the thing is A1 “ [ BUE ™ SRR 7 ALRBEA1E -

(39) There’s people that I don’t—whose company I don’t enjoy. But the thing is, I give everybody the ben-
efit of a doubt. I assume that if I walk a day in that person’s shoes, I understand where they’re coming from or
why they act this way.

(40) &8 TRIRAAAE L N A EE & K ?

RIFGE: WAHINE, MRHEEA 19 5, AR EZT 0 BLBA BERKKK AR, FFASE SR
HFK, PR ARAEIX LR — L2y, AT B O /DI RENE K, 5 R U A R Z M, TR personality .

JEAE B39 Yiih NRIEW A “H L ARAERMMATHL” , BTREE TEE, J5H the thing is
SRR NS b, S BT, SR TR, R T BUERIE0) T, A%
[l 25 P R TR G RN, AR B A AR

5. &hig
2554 DL TR RN, NI IEFRICE the thing is A1 “ W B2 7 ZE1R 2 7 T0#0+ MM, {E A7
TEAR[ .

MIERHLIRE LG, 55—, WEAMEL MBERITES, REHIT L, BA NI IE R
s B, WEMBREEE, FHAn BN Thee, WAKITE . B AIIIEE, the thing is 3 AT L 541
B, R ER ISR B, PIE ARG BRI R BRI SCHRET SR B AIAE A .

MANFBRBEBIThRE L&, 55—, WEERIEY ARG W, B v, HARR
&, the thing is W] AR F 9t ik IEmvr, <t A, B, AT IR
B, AR SREALSINThEE, AT CAEM i R b e A I R AN T B AP AT

SEEk

(1] PNERF. <l 2 0 s B e FH D). S XL 22 B 2441, 2006, 27(5): 66-68.

[2] ZESRIT. SRIA SRV B8 B A il R [T]. R EE S, 2008(5): 423-426.

[3] KB <R RIEE R CR[]. B F BT, 2015, 35(2): 28-32.

[4] SRR N_(— Wl s+ e E B 2008 I G SRIERTI]. S ETE L, 2018(1): 85-95+128.

(51 EFE. BUCDGEMALR <X A+ BT [D]: [ 200 sg]. s HrhIilifa Kz, 2017.

[6] FFEIM. “l B G E AR i —— 5 TAEURM LI R ARE[T]. 2R, 2020, 13(2): 167-180.
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