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Abstract

Irony is not only a rhetorical method, but also an interesting linguistic phenomenon. In literary
works, it often appears in the form of indirect discourse, which not only improves the connotation
and artistry of literary works, but also reflects the author’s talent and wisdom. Relevance theory
puts forward the ostensive-inferential process of language communication and provides a solid
theoretical foundation for the understanding of irony. To understand irony in literature with re-
levance theory can better achieve the understanding of communicative meaning and opens up a
new perspective for the pragmatic field of the literary communication. As one of the most famous
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and representative ironic works in English literature, Gulliver’'s Travels is popular with many people.
This thesis analyzes the irony in Gulliver’s Travels from the perspective of relevance theory to pro-
mote people’s deep understanding of irony, so that they can better appreciate Gulliver's Travels and
use irony correctly.
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