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Abstract

Rain is a weather phenomenon people often come into contact with, especially for the English.
People endow it with more and more profound meanings through the various experiences of life
and the accumulation of history and culture. This paper will collect all expressions with RAIN in
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BNC based on database Sketch Engine. This paper will first introduce the conceptual metaphor
theory, and then explain the study method, and finally aims at systematically analyzing the meta-
phorical expressions of Rain based on the Sketch Engine and WordNet. Through the examination, I
found that 1) There are more metaphorical expressions when RAIN is used as a noun than as a
verb, and nine metaphorical expressions of RAIN as a noun are summarized. 2) The metaphorical
origin of the nine metaphorical expressions is related to embodied cognition formed in a specific
cultural mode.
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1. 53|

fEBRE S A KRR ERRE, ENAARRELE, MRS MEENBSRm AL . i
FAVE BRI S AR IR ENBERE AN HF ThEe, BRI LTy . RTINS
PR T BATITE R, BATIfIAE A FAESD, DLRIRATI AT S AR . Hik, JATHIBES KRG E
XA HH BB O E L]

KE R FHEPES NRLEHFEVMRRIEC E. BERE, mEe, gt 46, g0k
LA, WSkES. 'YL ST AL, W RERIRRE. RS, —ASEAN BRI, thERRE
AEE VIR RTRAFEMAO R, mHRZRRTHLEHRRN. WAL EMBE—FhR
SR MTEE S A RERLE ML SRR, T EMRBIRZIN & L AT E N
MR e e, REMRETTAITE, RJ5HT Sketch Engine Al WordNet 22 4t 3 Hir i 1) B #6%

2. HEAREMIEIR

BT E SR B R R 33 AR RN (RS B 15, T AETE 5 22 AR, eIl 5 1 RS & IAFE
FENRITE 2, Bama bl g SONARE ) — AR BOR B — & . B 72 H % AR s o2 TR AN E I,
AMBEFEE EH, 1 B ARRAT o FRATTHI SR B RT3 1) H 8 MES KRG AR E 2B, George
Lakoff #1 Mark Johnson it fE (FATH#E LAAEAERIBa Y — b kT 171 2 IR

I P A o A A E I 5 — e S o B AN IS M T (0 A . CERR SRRy Hh S A R S A
W VRIECRT B AR, VR FRIRATTN S H s Sk M, B ARG fR R A A B A RS, e
A4 S 22 TAIA7AE BRLES OC R BN B G 2R

LS R A7 AE TR IR H AR I ot R 2 R R R R . H ARSIV 2 e = #0k B TR,
I HIEARIUSAFAENT o R AR — ML 2 ofl A2 B H T 45 78 HOVR— HARBCO I8 i AR RS
M5 ANGER IS FIRE i, && WL 2 anfl7e A /e Gk 1),

] 1 Those were inflammatory remarks; (AR £ 2 5 3h P4 693848, )
5] 2 Smoke was coming out of his ears; (M F- A4 ag TR 2 F h k. )
5] 3 She was burning with anger. (3&3F & 1%, )
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Table 1. Mapping

< 1. Bt
]
i 1 causing the fire causing the anger
1 2 the thing on fire the angry person
15 3 the fire the anger

BRI, X LERRm I Y FRA 1T DUARRE . B, “inflammatory” SR 51D . FEAAEIESR — 1%
BRI, FERFEADFAMRESBUCR AL T . Bustgatt, A —MAIFAES, Rii—1a
FERANNETEMERET .

Bk 5 AR AR R A T B AR MRS IR F ORIE AL R B AR R F ARk . P R
FEFRITRIA MR, EATBUA T AT 54k, JRxbAsial. IR, Bah. BRI I AR L TR
Y HEA R B2 o

3. FEMBEWE
3.1. Sketch Engine

Sketch Engine & H 2003 4 F A BVE LS B2 A1 SCA 3 A 301, & 1) B = AR 5 S 47 AN RE
BE7E S AR (0I5 S MR8 R K SCARKE . B P AT LLTE Sketch Engine W A9z, FAERIZ223EMATTH &
BRI, %M AR E T 2 U ME R . Sketch Engine i B Ih e R R ThAE, [FSGAIERS, #r
HIhRe, FIREREATR R IhEE. R IIAE, B Sketch Engine 2 45 KA B3 BT A (15 VA AN 4144
fic[2].

XA FARATAE R AP B SR . ZARGEERE PR BT 858 0 a R E H IR,
B eMGtER R, N B e . MR AT T 4. Sketch Engine AEM% AbFH #5135
BCAN 5 1% B A OGBS, R A RIRISR A, FRZNBVER R, WENEE EERIE, 1EA
A EIEHE, ARG RIE SR 1),

nouns modified by modifiers of verbs with “team” as verbs with “team”
“team” “team” subject as object
member football win join
captain national paly lead
mate management work contact
leader research develop coach
sport basketball finish manage
player development complete help
championship project have assemble
spirit support find form
effort leadership consist rank
lead sale lose field
match baseball look build
meeting soccer £go beat

Figure 1. Word sketch for English team
B 1. 3B team WAL =3
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EEATR USRI B R R, IR AR IC I8 A8 S D00 85 R EBEAT HEFP . DA S 17 5 15 18] A1
R N B, T DARR BB R B 4% . (5l k,  Sketch Engine SU¥FAIT i 218 AN i
THEERR, IR KRR E — DR,

3.2. WordNet

WordNet & /KA IGERIC B e . A Shin]. AR AR g 2 i 40ARIE G, R —
NFRIE T —DAFRIEE . FEPAERIEN S - 15 R RN R A HRHLHT . WordNet 21 13
LT —AN [ SCiA] i, PR O e AR A B (035 SR B 4L A AR — k2 . SRT, X BL A — SR E R O, 5,
WordNet AR 7 I, s 1 RIA R R E R . ik, 78 R 2% sh AR G ) SR R T LR
THER T B 45—, WordNet Fic 1 81 2 8] 35 SO A%, 10 ) SCAa] S (3] 1) 73 LR 1 o SCRAUE
ANTEAEAT AT WA AR

T SOR R EAE R SR S SCIA] TR [R] ST A R] SCIAI[3] . (R AP4R 2 TA) e WL b o0 22 s o R
ERE-BRNAS, mxH, KAMBSKEAKKA S, WRMMR. Kk, FFAEBRHK, MK
BAER: MR, RAKIFIBE SR R T 5 H

WordNet Rl Gt &2 Ak, RT LA a0 SCREAT 4, M 2 TA) AT AN % s SOOQ R AR
WordNet ) 53] S b8 H00t B ik (0 R ARE AT M, Rl R Z M MR R R, AT EARR
T b9 H PR R S A A s I e M T P AR AR W 4]

3.3. BuRWER

K A RIR T S [ SGE R . 55, (AR 2l R 48 Sketch Engine, & #F BNC 5L A1
FEIhRE. BN “RAIN” —ii, RIS IEEAIRGIER . RIS o3, HERRIRLS dr MLk 26
AFFEEORIER AR5, A BIE LRI i X TE VR RIR B 2R o (1A (AR OB & 30, SR T e
WA R A . B, TR SCRIREE & WordNet f5EAS F, 2B 1 9858 Hh I FRORE S ey B TR
KFo

4. RAIN BBy
4.1. RAIN N

RAIN 7] LUE £ i F1Zh ], S $0Ks 5L SO Mz HRe 7K, BOK MR B8RRI AR . 96
PR TG FE T AL B, SRR A S, B Z M. 94% M9l A &N 3 Ol fEE £ 75N
BRI R, NIERZRIAKFER KA, i “rain cats and dogs” , A —S8RIA AT B B,
174, Heln “right as rain”

4.2. FiEH RAIN HUHE 14

£ Sketch Engine F## 2 “Rain” , A2 T & MIEE ARSI R . 24 RAIN & — A ahidnf, 1211
FhFak 2, AR R E A R R 1 1 (1] 2), BRI () L F 7 44 1] RAIN FRIBR G R IA o

%17 RAIN EERIE F1 278 7 6280 X (/] 3). Word sketch K RAIN [IEVEIE R /N Fh: W 1S
. ARABMR) A4 A shin . CLRS AR EhiE . LR EIERIEhE . FEFI SRR A ] i . 4740
BEHILGE 2), A 5L R AR, it 14 DMahmEkEe, LU 4 ASBLE e R .

TESE 05 PR BN WordNet, $AE T FL 2 18] 115 SO R R 2 . WordNet H4 2517 43 K
B WIRTEMRISC R Bhia sl 15 25 B R EATIAE. ARk, AL B3, AL, SR EF TH
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. . gliE. TR IE3h. e, A S BEIAIRAENAB]. REXLE I, FATAT LA 4
W, i RAIN BAT UM & B

modifiers of “rain” objects of “rain” subjects of “rain” “rain” and/or ... prepositional phrases
incessantly balcony blow rain “rain” 1in ...
heavily blow ash snow “rain” on ...
steadily tomorrow bomb hail “rain” for ...
hard cat shell “rain” at ...
again afternoon “rain” during ...
soon night “rain” by ...
enough day
still morning

Figure 2. Word sketch for English rain (verb)
& 2. FEiEENIA rain BYIRCEE

modifiers of nouns and verbs verbs with verbs with “rain” “rain” prepositional
“rain” modified by “rain” “rain” as objects as subjects and/or phrases
Acid adjective forest pour stop wind ... of “rain”
torrential storm drive fall snow ... In “rain”
heavy cloud lash last shine ... with “rain”
monsoon shower drizzle pour mist ... by “rain”
overnight squail forecast drip olive ... to “rain”
wind snow drench beat cloud ... after “rain”
acid noun beating drum pelt fog ... from “rain”
light pollution pound cease drizzle ... for “rain”
patchy droop mind wash hail “rain” of ...
winter outside fall drive storm “rain” on ...

Figure 3. Word sketch for English rain (noun)
3. BRI rain FIIENC &

Table 2. Classification of RAIN’s metaphorical expression

F2 "M BIRRMIRIASE

Metaphors Related Words

drain, come, fling, have, boom, usher, dash, slap, weight, beat, kill, damage,

Verbal metaphors bounce, gutter...

Adjective metaphors gentle, black, red, burning, blinding...

Prepositional metaphors as, of, in, from...

ENNY
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(1) RAIN IS LARGE QUANTITY;
(2) RAIN IS GRACE;

(3) RAIN IS DIFFICULTY;
(4) RAIN IS TROUBLE;
(5) RAIN IS SORROW;

(6) RAIN IS HEALTH;

(7) RAIN IS TRIFLE;

(8) RAIN IS DELAY;

(9) RAIN IS DISAPPOINTMENT.
(1) RAIN IS LARGE QUANTITY

FY IFEA B SR = IR, S R E IR G R, FTble A s E S . i, She felt
much happiness as rain. AATEITE BAE FH TR RS R FLAE, SEARIR MK —FERETRR.
(2) RAIN IS GRACE

(£ i “Look, | will rain bread from heaven for you.” Fi# o RAE_E a5 (4048, BE =0
TEI R, RS AR A 1225

FEEAG, AR (UK KA B ARRIRN K. Xt R 58
SRR BRI BT AR AR L, 72 LR B8 .
(3) RAIN IS DIFFICULTY

KA NITH HH A A ERRIR, W GR R IR s 98, A AT 25l 7 o, Mo Al A4
BYEARKREEE ERCGR T R KRB HOEEE KU, WREWREGH WA, Hik, WA

BRI S, WK, FFRERIED SIS, Flin, After rain comes fair weather.
(4) RAIN IS TROUBLE

5 RAIN IS DIFFICULTY AHALL, TR RS H AT RAME, Hhhn T r i a7 rak
FRAC . BRI KFRIER R AR Y. Rk,  §E AT DU FH SR F 3 R A M 4 o
(5) RAIN 1S SORROW

NI, RS RBUON, B 7 N E &AL, AR . B RGN — P IRRR K 4
Sl NG . fEIXANE) T “Listening to the rain has been falling on their heart, but from the corner of the

eye.” RZVE T IR B VIRIE HOEZK,  FEBAT BRI
(6) RAIN IS HEALTH

Fv& I R 5RIR I, XEE B AL FASAEES sl . R BRI EEATFRK, 0
TP K AT EE I, fEA IR BRI, MBI R IFR), REfEdt B KA
Y. “Rightasrain” LT 19 e, SR —AN NAEAER 240 J5 07 4% s 4@ B . B, 1am OK, I am
as right as rain after my leg injury.

(7) RAIN IS TRIFLE

e E W KR ERT A, SRR SR SR, EENEEAEEN R, XEREMIIEE ]
T IR PP R ARG o BT DA RN A WS B A0 e 3, R FaF % FIGCS R IE 354 . “ Small rain lays great
dust” , JEIH/MERRSENSS ), ASBIRPRR, DNIAA] LAE R A%

(8) RAIN IS DELAY

NEBUETI9H4 0% [ RAE R Y, A AT TEE M A A — DB BRI B 7l %, EOARE 4
MR o 18— L8R B AR EAE ) AR 28AT (K A JE B AT RE 2 BN R AP IR, R R 1 3EIE 22 . “ Rain

check” SRUETHEERELEE, WIRILIEHR N, MSBELIEAGAEEBEEY AT, T2 M A AT LR
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F—ik “rain check” PR A .
(9) RAIN 1S DISAPPOINTMENT
fR4E RAIN 1S DELAY #E&Famr, Sl RImT e ey, HRESPUE, b A=A RERIE.
i1, He’s always raining on my parade. “Rain on parade” W35 MR TR B FH 1E 34 (0 &% 2
“Rain” g KBy %5 ALY, T2 16 KR AR WordNet (14325, RAIN IS SORROW
and RAIN 1S DISAPPOINTMENT #fJ& T O HRHE . — N RE T DU 2 MEE KR, “Small rain lays
great dust” A LAFE AR A HES Fas RAIN IS TRIFLE 5{# RAIN IS HEALTH.

5. &g

MNATTXS R BRI AN, 2 T B SR IR TR RO MR A o S [ i R T B B, RS AR
R, FAKIEHER . B AR s R T BRAR RS, ATl LS AR i 22 o #y
TR B B A% . Sketch Engine A1 WordNet FAHC 8 I H2 6t 1 — M IERL 2 # MR AR S Ra e 1 77
2 T BT UME A SCIE R ISR B AU R AR Fe ey B2 AT S 500 EEAT I

SE 3k
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