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Abstract

This paper analyses the extent of semantic expansion of the adverb “t & T” using the Balanced
Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese as a corpus database. The semantic expansion of “t &
T” starts from “behavioral narrative adverbs” to other subclasses of “narrative adverbs” and then
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to adverbs of degree. The basic usage of “t ® T"” is regarded as “wish/should”, but the statistical
analysis of example sentences in this paper reveals that “ % T” which echoes “conditional narra-

tive” accounts for 23.38% of the total number of cases, which is more than that of “t % T” which
echoes “wish, should” accounts for 15.37%.
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Figure 1. Classification of adverbs in Japanese
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Table 1. Number and proportion of example sentences of each type of “t & T” extracted from BCCWJ

1. M\ BCCWJ FhiEZH [ € & T | BAEGIaIaIBEFatL 5
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Figure 2. Number and proportion of example sentences of each type of “& & T” extracted from BCCWJ
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Table 2. Three forms of “t & T” extracted from BCCWJ
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Figure 3. Number and proportion of example sentences for
each form of “+& & T” in the BCCWJ
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