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Abstract

In the Longyou dialect of Zhejiang, the quantifier “ic” is mainly used to express the amount of
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action and the amount of time. The distinction between momentum and time is not entirely
strict, as the momentum word “ic.” is often characterised by transient time, while the time word
“i&” is often characterised by tiny momentum. There is a continuum of quantities within “re-
member”, which can be roughly divided as follows: [+counting] — verbal classifier (in Chinese
grammar) Vitemporal classifier (in Chinese grammar) V;« [+timing]. From the cognitive point
of view, the change of quantity originates from the different perception of the structure of mo-
mentum. There is an external continuum of boundedness for verbs that can enter the “V—1ig”
momentum structure, which can be roughly classified as follows: [+bounded] — instantaneous
autonomous action verb V;, active mental verb V;, sustained autonomous action verb V3, state
mental verb V4, start verb Vs, result verb Vi, instantaneous non-autonomous action verb V-,
static verb Vg « [+unbounded]. Verbs with the same bounded features may have different situa-
tions in different contexts, and verbs with different bounded features may have different situa-
tions in the same contexts. Different predicative situations make the significant quantities in the
cognitive schema of the momentum structure different, and human cognition changes, which
leads to a change in the referent of the quantifier measure, and is ultimately manifested in the
grammaticalisation of quantifiers. In this paper, we take the classification of verbs as a clue,
examine the cognitive changes of the verb tense of “ic” in the verb structure, and analyze the
motivation of grammaticalisation with the help of the theory of metaphorical generalisation and
bounded cognition.
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