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Abstract

Since the establishment of the civil public interest litigation system in 2012, there have been dis-
cussions and disputes about whether punitive damages can be applied in civil public interest liti-
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gation. The ultimate goal of civil public interest litigation is to protect the public interest, while the
existing liability of civil public interest litigation is based on the principle of compensatory com-
pensation, which is insufficient to deter public interest infringers and the public, especially poten-
tial infringers, resulting in poor public interest maintenance. At the same time, there are still
problems in current practice such as the inconsistent calculation standards of punitive damages,
the unclear relationship between punitive damages and administrative fines and criminal penal-
ties, and the lack of order in the use and management of punitive damages. In response to the
above problems, legislation can be used to clarify the legal status of punitive damages in civil pub-
lic interest litigation, propose specific calculation methods for punitive damages, distinguish the
nature of punitive damages from administrative fines and criminal fines, establish civil public in-
terest litigation fund accounts, etc. In this way, we will construct and improve the punitive com-
pensation system in civil public interest litigation, curb the frequent occurrence of public interest
infringements, and safeguard the public interest.
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