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Abstract

On December 26, 2020, the Criminal Law Amendment (11) was officially passed. One of the biggest
features of the amendment is to lower the age of criminal responsibility of minors, which makes a
criminal legislative response to the frequent vicious crimes of young minors in the current society
on the basis of adhering to the criminal policy guidance of combining punishment with mercy.
While Article 17 of the current Criminal Law reduces the age of criminal responsibility, it also sets
many restrictions on the investigation of criminal responsibility of young minors. It is not difficult
to see that this article insists on the principle of combining punishment with leniency on the
whole, but shows imbalance and leniency in some aspects. Therefore, based on the criminal policy
of temper justice with mercy, combined with Article 17 of Criminal Law Amendment (11), this pa-
per analyzes how the current age of criminal responsibility should go, so as to better safeguard the
overall interests of society.
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Figure 1. Juvenile recidivism in 2014~2019 (%)
1. 2014 F~2019 FRAEF ANEFILFIFR (%)
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