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Abstract

According to the study of industrial cluster upgrading in global value chain by Gereffi, Humphrey
and Sturgeon, industrial cluster can be upgraded through technology upgrading, process upgrading,
product upgrading and function upgrading, thus climbing to the ends of the global value chain. At
present, under the background of industrial structure transformation, “Belt and Road Initiative”
strategy can transfer low-end production capacity and excess production capacity to the countries
around the “Belt and Road”, and this strategy also provides space for China’s industrial cluster up-
grading. China can focus on human resources and financial resources to develop high value-added
and high-tech advanced industries, turning the production-manufacturing to the core technology
research, design and marketing services, brand operation, climbing up the global value chain curve
from lower segment to higher segment, so as to further speed up the upgrading of industrial cluster.
At the same time, “Belt and Road Initiative” also provides markets for Chinese industrial clusters to
apply knowledge learned from leading companies (mainly about the process upgrading and product
upgrading). Especially, industrial park co-operation pattern could further enhance the position of
China’s industrial clusters in the global value chain, which brings strategic opportunities for indus-
trial cluster upgrading of China.
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