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Abstract

From the perspective of narratological duration theory and Freud’s psychoanalysis theory, this
thesis explores the significance of the changing duration in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet
Letter for the display of Dimmesdale’s personality struggle. When this protagonist was trapped in
the ID’s control, super-ego’s torture and self’s destruction, the narrative time is ingeniously leng-
thened or shortened with five forms of duration used alternatively in the novel, which completely
shows the psychological change and the process of personality struggle of Dimmesdale, and com-
prehensively depicts the personality and destiny of the character.
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ReX H = A —E R . BARRET BE R AR Wik 1 Fos e
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A, SARRIANYMERS . NS 2 RIS RSt AR I B A . A A T I AR TR (1d)
H F(ego) Ml T (super-ego) = AHELHi| 203531, A 43X = Fp NAS AL T F19E Gt — 19 BEAR I 4 BETE {4
NH o BRI 25 A AN PR SR8, A SR T M AR JEAT SR 4 T 434
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Table 1. Five forms of duration in The Scarlet Letter
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SSZ AT AROM B A AR S5 VRS, A SOARBOH B B S ERAT

NS AT R T M AKX B8 < N AT B AR BR, HE A T 450, X 1E 2 SRS RS
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