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Abstract

Jane Eyre is Charlotte Bronte’s most successful novel, and Bronte draws on her early experiences
to bring to life several vivid scenes of school and domestic life in 19th century England. In addition
to the heroine, Jane, the images of her two cousins, Eliza and Georgiana Reed, are also distinctively
and vividly portrayed. The two women’s temperaments and life situations are inextricably linked
to the environment in which they grew up and the expectations of their children in the wealthy
families of nineteenth-century England. From the perspective of New Historicism and on the basis
of “textual historicity” and “textuality of history”, this paper analyzes the factors that lead to the
formation of the two Miss Reed’s disagreeable characters, as well as the reason for their gradual
descent into a less-than-ideal fate. In the end, it is concluded that the two ladies’ increasingly bleak
course in life is inextricably linked to their long immersion in the unsound family and social at-
mosphere, as well as to the universal values that nineteenth-century British ladies hold.
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