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Abstract

Wang Anyi is a famous contemporary Chinese female writer. A Song of Unending Sorrow is one of
her masterpieces. The novel has been widely influential, won many awards, and established Wang
Anyi’s position in today’s literary world. Wang Anyi always uses the third person narration, with
meticulous description of the tragic heroine’s ups and downs of life. A Song of Unending Sorrow is
the protagonist of “Wang Qiyao”, a woman in old Shanghai in the last century, and describes her
legendary life experience. This paper will analyze the image of Wang Qiyao and explain the origin
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of her tragic fate, so as to have a deeper understanding of this character in the novel.
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