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Abstract
The Minimum Dominating Set Problem has widespread applications in computer science and
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network optimization. However, its NP-completeness makes traditional heuristic methods compu-
tationally expensive and difficult to generalize. In this paper, we propose DSP-Transformer, a deep
reinforcement learning approach based on the Transformer architecture, which efficiently solves
DSP through an encoder-decoder framework and approximate policy optimization. Since the atten-
tion mechanism is better suited for capturing latent relationships in graphs, our approach achieves
significant performance improvements over traditional message-passing-based encoders. Experi-
mental results demonstrate that DSP-Transformer outperforms conventional heuristic algorithms
on both the T1 benchmark dataset and ER random graphs, providing higher-quality solutions while
significantly reducing computational costs. Once pretrained, DSP-Transformer can generalize to
larger graph instances without requiring repeated searches, highlighting the potential of deep
learning in tackling combinatorial optimization problems.
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1. 518

AR ELET FNRE S TN SRR AT 2 WEE, KNG RRSERERS, £50
FE, #ARMLEEEZ AT . M RGS T4 M 24t , SRS ) (Dominating Set Problem, DSP)J&
HAERAR BTG . BRI S, ST4ek G, HImAE O RENFE D, el G i {E—Ti
MELBT D, Ba5 D PE AT ZI %0 B bRE T 3R B RN SR SRl . fE
HNHERARIEEL 3, SCBCER ) 38 R AR R TE I 237 e b e It = O S FH (L[]

SRIM, T4 SO 1) L P S A A 1 NP 524 1, Haynes 25 A [2] EU4 R4 T ARy IERA . (AL,
kAR T ORE L DR . F8 b, A BRSO TR JE R KSR R AL
SREUE o AR IR B35 SR IATE T 2432 B 1) 3 R B8 R AR B NG, JE R AR R S B R,
SEOHE R IRIR 2R .

BT Uk, FRATVHE M AR B 2R 00 I B SRR i) ORI I B . T R A, TR EE S K
R EG 23 TR (n B s SCAR . R0 R AR B B R AE o R, A0t P 8 W 500 1 2 ) AR R R P 2 2] B
VAR T B2 Pk, KR4 M4 (Graph Neural Networks, GNNSs) [3] 43R & 2 3] ] G T B 4243 74 2064
1o IR LR, GNNs BE8 WA FEIRUAE . AN [F) 28 Y i B b 3R B & I B R R AE . BRI, FRATTIAH
GNNs J2& SEILE 3R~ % 2] SR F 32 B 348 T H .

GINIRBEE2E ] g, BN GRERON 57 — SRSk . T S e 1) i, B0AT 5 S M LA 78 26 T A A %
HARR L], %2 AlphaGo [4]J8 K&, FATTK I8 5 ] (Reinforcement Learning, RL) [5] A] {# &yAAE
T BT A B2 RSN 3RS S k% O AR B I R etk SRS B, R R
FREHR . TR ) ERER R B AR S ISR B AR A IO REAR, %30 U7E AR S 13 = p A
AREBERS . AR FRERIREN NP M-S P AL T B fd e BBk . A SCE S A TR
2 2 53R A SO A 100 8 D R T R
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2. BxI1E
2.1. TECERMHBEXHR

S 37 HC A 6] R AR AT 9T T DUIE I E] 1962 4E, O. Ore 14 IRZE HY 7 SZHC4E il J K 52 X [6]. Haynes 25 A
[2]F1 Bondy [7)#FEB 7 >R f# DSP HIASHafGEZ NP 524 W. et X =+H4EE, Y25+ DSP
FREEI T W], WA SR A R B0 SR [8] [9]. HFAl2, Alanko 5 A[10]/@7R T XK/
R 29 x 29 [ RGEIIEE B, AR, THEE 29 x 29 5% B 45 BAESY T 31 4> CPU-Day.

22. ETFEIHEASRURBAR

TERE 2L, AR BRI B T A o TR 2 B A e A vl e DA 34K
N EEHOI R (R A R BOR R R R, R iz AT S F & T i Gurobi. CPLEX [11)Z: 8B R fiias,
DASR AR I 2 o] R0 PRI ARL R o ARTAT, X T KRR ) NP LA DAk I R, 33 S SRR A 88 1138 AT 2808 W S T 9253
JESEBRTR K. Bk, IR T AR IR R AL T3 5 S BOR BE % S A A AR R 7 1%, IR S8 D777
3R PR 2 S AR 10 R R AR A B R 35, 5 7E MK S i R S A8 R SR BROGSRRRAIE AT S22 8 R A
LA AR IR R SRAR R

HL7E 1985 4, Hopfield &L E&1E# Tank [12]h & k32 H T FIH Hopfield /X145 K fig 4 & Ak vl @, f
UK FOR T RAT R ), XN JE S A 4 T A Ak I R 2S5 T . B S, Bello S5 A[13]F
2016 FFHEH T “MARMA G A" Tk, @IS IREE S AR ST, A ST I T g B v R AR 2 A
oAb il B ErE . 2015 4F, Vinyals 58 A[1415& H T FREFM 4%, X2 —FeR I gmis a5 - AR5 2% 251 1Ak
B, R R AL R T IR S R BN — 3850 1P S BEA— SO0 R R, AR SRR T
£, Delaunay =i 5055 f_FEAS T RIFBCR. Rk, BATEBIHEERN R T 4afidas - g2
FEARZRE

b B H 22 45 (GNNS) PR 2 J , GNINs 51\ Bl gm g g fsie b, DUSH ey kB P PR 45 4015 16
FURFE . Dai %8 NZS0K GNN B T ARG @, b 1ad B g 8 M aniREs, R T13 2 1RE
) TSR TR S AR (AR, PR S0 SR I B AR . ERRATIBR dr, [FERERIF T GNN SKfife & i)
HIME S, ARSI . b4, Deudon 25 A\[15]4E#H T Bello 25 A 5 iERFEAE B, Xt gmitas - g g
BRREAT T B, R ARAK IF R FH AR £ M4, (HIL GNN 4afih 85 58 A5 TR L], B AAEES
MRS, AR SRAE RS e & G B RNZALRE ST B0 BRI GoR AR A7 /E R R, Chen 25 A[16]3—
P T NeuRewriter %8, Z VA AR VISRSR RS, A28 2 o] Wi 8 53 A SR ms, W Tl 2R 4h
RHATRIBES, NI A TR =

T R SCRCAE M), Chen 55 AN [17]4& H T —Fh B T XUE IR BE Q W 4% (DDQN) 144 28 W 25 Il 5 75 15
I HLAH F A5 B AL 33 09 2% (Message Passing Network) K47 B3Rk, DU B 4 M fsl 1 PR A S5 R FVRRAE,  FiT i
H RS AT SR SO AR Il R SR I H R A7 R A5

SRR, IR TAE A A M BE IR R T P M 8 A0 20 A A0 ) @ b () N B8 42, MBI Hopfield
W25 B P4, T3 PN F i R RE S 7k, NERATR T S A A A AR AL T =
PR FERE A S R 25

3. DSP-Transformer

MR S RC AR ) R 2K, BRI S — S T SR I ) SR 4R 7] U Transformer #5178, AR AR 2 4
K1 PR X RRER TR TR AR, thn] DUBEAT AR M, ASCRASZRE &R R RN B — A1)
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RIS s e SO —ANE n AT G, G AR S v, o Forf i e (1,2, n) 3 ELX R 25 FO4SAE
Hx, > It x eRE . SIBR L, x ST v, BT A (Embedding), HEJ A i M4 gm0
{115 SURRRAERIR 2 <V o 3536 T Transformer F4F548 — WRALAE BERL s ST — ANBEHLAERS p(z]s) »
FE 2052 U RS s B FRAR 7 . XM B0 0 HEAT MR RIS Beft, 36k N

Py (”ls):H Py (”t | Sv”n—1)-
t=1

IR e F) 2 Tth s 27 A P A S N TR RN T PR i AR 0 L 45 443 81 ) T A\ AR HE o 82 ) 5

RN LGN IR RIS AT IR 2 B — AT AL, FFARYESREE p, BRI A0, RAFEAF 285X AT
RAEBHIMARIRE 7 .
LTTIN O
Transformer 4% 4% _ PPO fi#i%#% _ 0\
O,
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DT SpERE
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Figure 1. The framework of DSP-Transformer
1. DSP-Transformer BYFREIHEZS

3.1. YmiSEE

ZF[18] [191/)8 K, FATIESE T A Transformer AHLLISmAD 25 2044 . AL T-1E GL v B AL A 20 )
BRI IR 2 it 28 (U: GCN. GAT 45), Transformer MY A A #R F K PE B Ak iz 2, AR T £
SRR AU, A BE S TE A [F 1 72 0] b A 2 R OC R, X 2 W A IR A T 2T A 3 4 R
(1) DSP %g#Eit, fg T A I HAAE 2 FPE S RHMEA G R85, 1AL, Transformer 2244 HH T HIFATTHE
P, EACFE AR P B i 5 B A bk . AR A 20 R I A TR A R

% JHE R AR (Multi-Head Attention) %t 55 ¢ )2, 4 A9 {h ), Wb e R, #okit 5t
BANER SR &

head,, = Attention (QW,?, KW VW ,M )

. oK™
Attent ,K,V,M ) =soft M |V
ention (Q )=s0 max(\/IJr J
HoWR e R R m A B WALAERE, W) e R m Sk AERE, WY e RS &5 m
ASKIMERERE, A ZEIPATEIERE, M 2R, 2R T T LRIRN:
M'jz{O, %Ai:l’
! —o, #7 A =0.
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PR PHEIT A E R INE R M ER R SR IE R R E
MHA' () = Concat (head,,--, head,, )W°,

Hrhw© e RMh Sfiy th BB, MR TER I SREL
SEERENTHE 2, AEMAN eRY, HiFER:
FF' (R ) =W, - ReLU(W,'R, +b] ) +b},

Horp W] RS ¢ R ATEREZE IR E SH b X ) B I

BRI RE, R 2R R KB E TR R A T R, HERER Y R XE
WRE LR EA 2NN R, Gidasaln] ISEAT AR R 0B PR e, PR M T o 2 AR N
B AR T Zh A B . 9 7 BRARMR 2 W 28 R I SR 12 rh B sh S B Rz AL RE 0, fEf— R 4
R RN AR T GRS . N T AT IR EE R A ORI PR REIRAL, AT T BERRE L
i GRS 0 2% R R0 JRE Y 2R s k0 b — MR AR — 4k, TR T A B AR R A AR 1 ) R
BETIAEANE I SRR LR RN, e TR etk . 43k,

ﬁ:BW@VWmmm“wﬂwmyﬂy

h{" =BN' (R +FF (R} )).

3.2. LS

PR D 5 R0 S B 8 i S Y T A RN SR DR SRR L THU R v i 9 SCRE TR, I BISZICSE 7, s 50K
R FEM N — AR, ZRAMARE S S HIARES xg Hefl & 106 MR L8 ST IE T A0 AN SR A, B4 XA
G0 ] AR R SR AG 2 S SR BEAT AL, AT 4R B S5 A2 1) Wk SRS (RS 2%) p7, TERFANAHIISER] S R, #
AR BIRAR R 75
B, EXEG=(V,E)EREG So X THAE G, B AEAR IR A T A RN AF 2 Rk 0 L 51
RN AR ARAC Y SCRC T AR, AT R ST O S 7, o AR 25 A2 B 2 P (0 fy 8 R AR 1 G TR R A 2 R
SE L PP LE T I A B SCRCEE 7 o 1, AL AT DORE SERC R 1] A% A O — A By R W] SR R S A
o REZM: REFMITLAFRAEG =(V,E) TS IEREE L . BARE x R —MKEN V| 1
e, Hh A TR FRE PN TR R X [V]=1RRTE v EIMASIRE 7, RZ,
Xs [V] =0 FRTUA v RTINS A . RS2 E SCN

S=x {0y x[v]e {0y, wev].

o FEEE: BHRAKNIZINE A Faoxt B PTG iRk 5, RIS 2% e K T L8 TH A I 21 3 e4E 7, e

o RHRE HALREIL T H MR xg FERBESIME a, SFETUN v IMASCRCR) G, BRPRES W
R R xg o BB REMEFEIN AL v INASZRCERRT, RZE xg 2 EHOVHTIPIRES xg » BITH AL v 04
INEISCHCEE 7, o, HS v AR T g 3" o HRE BB P (xg | X, ) € M-

P(x | Xs,av)={1 ifxg =xs U{v}, vueN(v),x [u] =1

0 otherwise
o IR B E T L RE PRSI EXT i v S ECEE ) B TRk . BARE R BT LR RO

R(xs,&>=zz“i,

veV\rg vV
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o, 2205 R B 7 1R SCBC TR g TR TR RBCEL AN, 73 B S BE 0 £ 7 (R BT A T R
Mo HSEBINTERE, MEGAEEADN TG ERY 1, #e52, 07 RSRBUER R, 7B RECRE T
MR
o SREE: K 7, (X ) I AMIE SRR, Fi AR AT RESAE ML . bR I 5 S R 72
FEAN S P B AR I SR 7
XFFIZAS MDP R, AT H AR AN 7, , (875 BE AR RE 6 A2 R3A> JEI S rh e 5 e DL A S D
Erg, BRI, TSRS, B
max]E{Zy R(xs‘ a, )}

7o t=0
b, TRIGERIELE, ¢ RIIET, R(x,.a5 ) RIS t #0205,
3.3. I SRER UL L

PR _LTH it MDP 5 S, A I 8L 5 s 4R £k 5925 (Proximal Policy Optimization, PPO) [20]1)Il 25 fi#H5 2%
e, TSI BRI IR Hh B AR I S AR
1. WIEBALSREE 4R : B2, VIR RNRINGS 7, (Xs ) » I AV — AR 28 R AU FENE . 2%
B NSE I RPIRES xg o T R TANTISUEREIIMERR 70T . SRBE 2% 1) B b 2% 2] — AL
7, S —> Az, (a,1%)=P(a, =1|x)

Hrb P(a, =1 xg ) RARTEIRE xg NIEFET A v AL EE g HIRE

2. SREEBNIE: TEIghidfEh, Rtk 5SS H, FHE Y100 5EE x, RAEEZ AN . AN —
%ﬁJE’Wc*{xo Xt X ) s zM’E{aO ay,--,ar | AR {Ry, Ry, -+, Ry } 4Lk éfitﬂiﬂﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬁ’] Hbr 2R

REZ ALK, M@EF?‘ e R FE X B SR A T 0 35 e ORI AR AK SRS

3. TR RS TEIRAL S, R R A FIRA RTES R xR B ZE a LT 20
TEME RS A R AN 2 o D034 R ER 1 5 2 B R WS — AN Sh B MR T oA v] BE I SI/EFE 4IRS R 1Y
UFSRFRRE, HINBERLAIW R B RBOXBE . TR R BRI RRZS A 2L il , BT AFRAT 5 i
RFEAGTHRTE RAG TR B R E A o N T E—B0b T IR RPN AR e 1, AT UL Ah T
(GAERITI AR AR L. GAE 854 T 2B ZE iRz, M —/NEEWET A KI5

A= 2(7/1) 't

Hrbg,

t+l

REP IR A 22 R 22, € SN

8 =R+ aV (%) =V (%),
Horpr, ROZEIFEZE t PURIES 22050, R HTHIRF, EHIAR ISR, V(% ) IRAS x, ME R,
FORMRTS x BRI IAE EIR . GAE @i 1 Ml IR K 1 g K18 )5 22 R 2

4. FEHTIRNE
ASCE L PPO i A A BT H AR bR BOR BEBT SRIE M 25 124, PPO 1) H A iR € SR :

L™ (0) = E[mm( () A clip(r, (6 )1—e,l+e)A)]

ﬁ#ﬂ@—ﬁ%%%%ﬁ%m%%ﬁm%%mwz € RARBIERI T, FHSR U S T A0 S A

L (0) PPO fbb Ras MR AL S, 388 ek KHO SEMG S 25 AN, (RN R Th R s . 7 A
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b, BRER RS S MBRE, RAEFT LI TSRO LS R . AR )E, BATEA Bk PPO fiitk H
PREQEOR R RIS M 2% 1 2 8. BRI R, ERIIZRRZ /DT ROEE WAL I 2RI

4. SKEER5 5

TEARTNTH, BATHAT 7 — R 515K PPl DSP-Transformer fITERE, 36 AT FEH Iy 16 B
Hate ERRILUL AR HERR R I, E oG, RATE A & e SR AT AR I SR, JFAE 3 b — B At
MBI B AT I, IR S AR B R A RE AR AT LR BNk, BRAME A 1A IR
AR — PN E £ T, fE T1 EERA R E— DRI BB AR ATHER R AR, R A5 R
5P REAN HAR B R HEAT XS L

4.1, BIEERK

o BHBIRE: v TNV PRI TTVE M BRAG 2 ST, JRATT 9 SCRE 4R 1) (DSP) A 1 1 %
A fEASCH, AR T Erdos-Renyi (ER)EI[21]F MRS B, X SeEIAEVE 2B RVEA h 153 1
Z N [22]. WnARPTR A RN AR I LE ] LRI R 4F, MR WRAE AR AR A R

o TI1EMEIESE: T1 R - NELMEIRSE, B8 520 MR, BEASHIHA G RSB A 17 8 (DSP)
M. T1 PR SLEIBRIE T SCR[23]. SZAFMR, A, AR 1 RG K,
Hrp AT R By 1. B RE TR, T A AR 52 A Ek, 4K
BRALE 10 MHFEIRNRISER . fEIXLE R, FRATAAS R T S B B Sl ks 1 7 A SEBRIP A
HATRRER . [, FATEHAT 78RS SO FAII TEREXS b . BA T B AR R B P i 5
M T1 Hde4E, RRfER/NTIZAT 10 ANSEG], AR5 T RSC R P (R ATIZ AT I 8]

4.2. BB E

1. WEE S A0, BAWE ER B EYIZRFrsg i faal, Hoep n oREP TS E, p &%
M2, Hp iR 0 21 Z MM IERS S 1558 E n = 20,40,80,100 - fEVIZREFEH, BAVEH 5 —
L BEA SRR Y, 3 I SRECIRAF 2 SR VA A 2 (1 35 R

2. WRERS: N 7 IRYIZR S MR, e, AT ER B G(n, p) EXIREALEEAT I, Hor p HUH
7y 0.1, 0.5, 0.8, n=20,40,100,200,300,400,500,800 KM iz AL hE F, Frilid 55005 IET
BRIV R . an SRR Al T o0 0 50, B0 IR (a5 b, WIACERE 2. HakIRA
TECERALMARN T EHERHESE PP, RS, FRADEEBIEM L FT 7B

4.3. SKBER

PATE AR T A FEFE R ER BIHHREE, &I (n=20,40,60,80,100 )7 300 1>, FFAEIXLEA[H]
PRI NG T — RAERBE . B3, FRATFIAH GUROBI K fif 28 %Xt B R fift fe /N SO 4, DA
SAFITL AR AR, I 55 4MEF 100 5K % R AT IR, Ak EE A M 100 Wk, TR P I R bR dE
Zo WIE 2 fin, 1En =40 M LI IE A R ER R i, X ERERATH T AE n =40 B L A0
SRR, 5 2RI R X — TR R A

43.1. ERBEE

AT ¥4 DSP-Transformer A1 Al SOTA SN H T 4.1 A BB R 4R b, DAVPASBIAYMERE . &
1R TGS H . 259K, DSP-Transformer MIRIUL T or05%, JUHEELFITA ER B LRI
BF. 4 1 SIS R U] T DSP-TF £ R ZHOR T TS 7 AL HARE R I, 15 Greedy )% 5
2.
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Table 1. Evaluation results on ER graphs
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Figure 2. Training graph size and average accuracy for the base model

E 2. ERiERE)IZENERS I EHE

% 1. ER A LAITHER

p=0.1 p=05 p=038
=g
DSP-TF  DSP-RL  Greedy DSP-TF DSP-RL  Greedy DSP-TF DSP-RL  Greedy
20 7.18 £0.02 7.23 7.79  3.19+0.02 3.19 347 152+0.08 1.82 1.81
40 12.05+0.01 12.12 13.11 4.09 +£0.02 411 426 2.22+0.05 2.24 2.29
80 17.13+0.02 17.13 18.22 5.02+0.04 5.14 528 2.65+0.04 2.69 2.78
100 18.95+0.12 19.11 19.76 5.48+0.01 5.48 550 291+0.05 291 291
200 23124005 2407 2509 6.21+0.04 6.43 673 3274002 329 3.27
300 27214007 2776 2890 695+0.05 7.17 715 364+004 3.73 3.64
400  3024+013 3048 3183 7.55+004 7.58 760 364+002 381 3.87
500 31.89+0.18 32.90 33.64 8.00+0.02 8.00 792 3.52+0.06 3.88 4.15
800 35.94+0.21 37.47 38.11 8.64+0.08 8.81 8.67 4.15+0.03 4.16 4.29

Alanko, Samu % A [10] L3R5 F4 % 151 B (m, n) (R0 A B A SCRCEE o mon <29 Oy 1 E— 5 PR fl,
TATTEL 2 i o I T JRAT TR fr A 5 I P 8 ) e AR A B AT LU AL . 45 SRS W, DSP-Transformer
5 A R LU T #8321 SOTA,  TEAE R Z Bl Il T #B Ak A T 550 Bl S R A«

Table 2. Evaluation results on grid charts

= 2. MIRE LRGSR

m n Y bsp-Te 7 bsp-RL 7 greedy Yopt
5 4 6 6 8 6
5 5 7 8 8 7
5 6 9 10 11 8
5 7 10 11 13 9
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gk
5 8 11 13 13 11
5 9 13 13 16 12
5 10 14 15 18 13
6 6 10 10 13 10
6 7 12 12 14 11
6 8 12 13 16 12
6 9 15 16 17 14
6 10 16 17 20 16
7 7 15 17 17 12
7 8 14 19 19 14
7 9 17 19 21 16
7 10 19 19 23 17
8 8 16 18 20 16
8 9 20 22 22 18
8 10 23 23 26 20
9 9 21 23 27 20
9 10 25 25 29 24
10 10 25 27 33 24

432 T1 EERIEE

FEARSCA, BAE TLE ks 7 EGE, HAraAN TS AE A 1. 25 & 2R A T A )
WA 225, T LKA 52 AN, BN FRAE 10 MRS o FRATT A 18 5 o 35 L
TANFT A 7 ASSEBRPEAE A TR . AR, RATENT 2 R A SRR 50O BT T MERE L
B BAVEPA AN ik e 1) T SRS, MR ER/N FIEBT 10 ANepl], I8 TP Rc iz
ATHF ] IEWNEE 3 firzn, DSP-Transformer 7545 SR~ 5 & S i s 2 U238 BIAE 2, (HTESR AR
(] b B AT oA ik

Table 3. Evaluation results on T1 benchmark dataset

= 3. T1 ERIRE ERITMER

Instance Family CC?FS MWDS RLSo ScBpw FastDS GREEDY DSP-RL DSP-TF
V100E100 33.6 33.6 33.6 33.6 33.6 39.5 33.6 33.6
V200E250 61.1 61.1 61.1 61.7 61.1 724 65 61.1
V250E250 83.3 83.3 83.3 83.3 83.3 100 83.3 83.3
V300E300 100 100 100 100 100.1 120.2 100 100
V500E500 167 167 167 167 167 201.3 167 167
V800E1000 242.5 242.5 242.5 246.5 242.5 288.5 257.7 242.7
V1000E1000 333.7 334 333.7 3337 3337 399.6 3337 3337
Average run time (s) 4.88 8.35 1 I 11.23 I 1.13 1.02
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Figure 3. Performance analysis of DSP-Transformer algorithm
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Table 4. Evaluation results on real world dataset
4. EIMEHEE LAITHER

OPT ACP-LS ACO-PP-LS  ACO-LS-S RLSo DSP-RL DSP-TF
david 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
dophins 14 14 14 14 14 15 14
football 12 12 12 13 12 13 12
huck 9 9 9 9 9 12 10

5. &

FEASCH, FATIRM 7 DSP-Transformer, — ik T &ML K e/ N STRCER 1) DR AR 7 i . Il Id 4
FH ARSI 5 Transformer 4544, FATHI AR LI A BOUAR IR E A b IO E R R, MR T A%
SUIE BARIENL RIS A%, fETERE LIS T RETRTE, SN BIRRNRI AT BT R Ui . SLiRss
KW, DSP-Transformer £t 5 RCAE S AR ISR B3 0+ DA 0 8 e AR, A ORUE A (1 5 B 1) )
I R PR SR AR IR T, DR A di /NSO S (3t 1 — b RCEL PT  FR IKIAA R T 56
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