Advances in Applied Mathematics BZF$2:3ERE, 2025, 14(10), 238-249 Hans X0
Published Online October 2025 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/aam
https://doi.org/10.12677/aam.2025.1410436

FREEWAF A “FaEN” 35EE

IR, R
LSRR SR L EAE R I b, B %2
o0 SO AR S, R %

Weks B . 202549140 S EM: 20254F10H8H; KA Hi: 2025410 16 H

wm B

RRIEER (CAR) RITRTERBHIIEALE . ARXATHFEISE, MAERBIAERBRFIM “MEK
B RINTE. Hp, MTL040EEFTFBRIGRE, MRS HRARESSER. RITKR, %R
WAITTEFI MK TR E FREEN TR AR B4, RDARAE MEEN” 51 iXsrE
2 SBRENRARIE S TR I B EEHEAT 2T, R A D2 REAE R T B 2< B 77 RS UATF 7 23,
BMNBR T X1 TTRERHESERE, T B B R T LR &

Xiid
RREW, (COR) , MEEN, 5158, 2R

How Cardano Use “the Rule for a Sum” to
Establish Equations

Ruyu Wang!2, Jiwei Zhao12

Institute for Advanced Study in History of Science, Northwest University, Xi’an Shaanxi
2Key Laboratory of Cultural Heritage and Digital Humanities of Shaanxi Province, Xi’an Shaanxi

Received: September 14, 2025; accepted: October 8, 2025; published: October 16, 2025

Abstract

Cardano’s “Ars Magna” was a historical masterpiece in discussing the solution of equations. In Chap-
ter 35 of this book, he used “the rule for a sum” to establish equations when solving concrete prob-
lems. Among these problems, there were 10 equations which he gave out directly without any de-
tailed steps for deriving them. We find that the equations established according to modern methods
are often different from those of Cardano’s. So, how Cardano used the “the rule for a sum” to estab-
lish these equations? By analyzing Cardano’s own idea of establishing equations, and using the rules

SCEG|I M FAEE, B, RKIETE IR R EREN FI RED). S R, 2025, 14(10): 238-249.
DOI: 10.12677/aam.2025.1410436


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/aam
https://doi.org/10.12677/aam.2025.1410436
https://doi.org/10.12677/aam.2025.1410436
https://www.hanspub.org/

Fantk, Bk

for sums or difference of squares that he had already known but had not explicitly stated, we have
restored the derivation process of these 10 equations and solved the above problem successfully.
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1. 5|15

B AFIB R R /R iEH (Girolamo Cardano, 1501~1576) AR 2: 44 % (KAR) (Ars Magna, 1545) 5 &
FIAREE PIFFAA[1] [2]. X AT 40 5, HAEEE s b imeA 2Bl B O Ek 7 =R FR(GE 11~23
B)APU R T FE(EE 39 Z) MR, BIKILI RS THe 7RISR 7 &), HIRGH KT E
MR 37 &), B IRG HUTALK M & R O7 R IR MEARE R (BE 30 &) X7 1 C & A A0t 5T SCHR[3]-[7].
S R 11 E LR 7 e SV P 7R [ e U S SWIVA S R oy /7= R N T T 7 P e S S e - QR R 1 S
BRI R T F I RS 33 &) [8], FIA A LLAEN 7 SRR AT IR T FELL(EE 34 )
[9]-

1E CRARY 55 35 &, R/RIEHEFRIA “FIBNEN” SKERERA — XTI oo 4R &, H
TR AR, X LTy “HAEREL” o itz e, —fEEE
ek B RN R B () i 35.1~35.13 LM% 35.17~35.19), H—REXE RN RIE, Hbh—1E
R 2 (i 8 35.14~35.16)

MIAERI KRG, AN ZE 2 AR SR — PR Ty, JF HA S iE P, HRAE M %L
RN, WA SO AR PR R, R AT ) R SRR B — AN AR, B AL A DO 1] R
B,  CRARY iR 40 Z4EJE, :E$2E K A (Francios Vieta, 1540~1604) 545 — A E4E (FI 5 FE L)
(Zeteticum libri quinque) >k & b F[10], BPfEAE CRAR) iRk 160 Z4F )5, 4-1ii(Issac Newton, 1642~1727)
FEF (7 UHEAD (Universal arithmetick) g e wifi 51 75 RE A AR A Z B A8 [11] . PRIk, RIS AT
TR F T s .

R R I T 3 3 LA ] SR T BE G ] 5 FE R 92, k2 B — Fh A A 45 Y 16 A, RN AR
R A 25 H 3 AN R, Hod 55— A 20 1) 3t 35.3~35.4 AIEE ANl 2 B T B ORI 2 BUE AT
BF](Luca Pacioli, 1445~1517) {1 Ja & ([1], p. 207, 211) . At ik U 55 — Ah 2R AL BE S i EANRATITBLAE iR —
JCIT FELA ARMNMREAR ], RIRFRATAS PVEAIT 8, 1R H H e R 282, DL I fth BT e e ) 852
TR AR . BATER 1 FHBARE A A 3R 2R IA T ) FE RO AR5 D00 SR A 1 19 A 1] 8 11 8 18 2% A F o
HoK.

Table 1. The problem-setting conditions of the nineteen questions in Chapter 35 of Ars Magna

1 (ARAR) 535 F 19 NMa BRI &5

i) it 1 a’+b*=20, ab+a+b=10 fii 7t 2 ab=a+b  a’+b®=20
ab=a+b 2 2
I 2 3 ’ 7] B 4 ab=a+h (Ej +(Ej +a+b=80
a’+b*+a+b=20 " \a b
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Bk

il 4 5 a?+b?=20 ab=(a-b)’ 1] 5 6 a?+b? =10, a®+b’=30

IF] it 7 a’+b*=10  a’-b*=15 I 7t 8 a’+b?=10  a’b+b’a=20

IF] /i 9 a’+b’=10  a’b-b’a=4 IF /i 10 a’-b?=10  a’+b’*=100

If] 11 a’-b*=10 a’-b’=100 e gt 12 a’-b’=10  a’h+h*a=100
IF] i 13 a’-b’=10  a’h-b’a=100 ¥ 14 ab=8 a’+b’+a+b=40

I it 15 ab=8 a’+b*=100 IF] il 16 a’-b*=10  a+a’+b*=40
I 17 a’=b(a+b) a’+b*=10 |18 atb=b:c a+b=c  a’+b’=10
5 19 a:b=b:c ab=10,

a+b=c

WSS — PP 1) 16 AN, R RaE T Hod 6 /> 1a) (R ) & 35.1~35.5 DA 1] 35.13) 45 H T
TEARRE RS, SR W AV R RO A X T At 10 AN e) i, B 35.6~35.12 DA K 35.17~35.19,
B BS T RE MR, BASHRRMHES PR, BATRIL, R IES 7R S BiE, B
BRI R RS R AR E M R IFAMF . ik, CRR) BT 4ER5BR(Richard Witmer) X 3485
PO FIXAERER: B AANE R TR HETRERIN. 7 ([1], p. 209) B4, R IRIETE R W 51 X
ST R 2 DA FRATIR I 3 B R R IR I — AN 7ok Ul B A DT AR LR, AR e B R R R A AR
IR FAB WA T 3R 10 AN @R 5 FE[12] [13].

2. FRIKETIHZRE

N T gD EIR AR, BATE S BRI R RIE T AR NS TR BB . FRATEAR A 35.13 Dk
FEIX o RAEN: ORWAEL EEATRT I EN 10, I HE NS 5 NI I TR
Ptz ZE55T 100, 7 HREAR ST

“BOXPI MU x o ARIETTIERREN,  BE RS 5 PUA S th S FIa S — 2 mr fn, A

ANFIIF IRy, FEEEATRT T 20 100 FHIXASZE(RT 10)BR LB 70 2 Hs 2 15 (Bl 2x ), 7 22 HF

X
Zi&ﬁ@*iﬁ(ﬂﬂ%x)buiﬁvﬂzfﬁﬁ\ﬁﬁ, By 43 2 X P A EAT P07 Al 1, 8542 AR B

MU TAE H~P O AR A R D, JF A TSR A BRI o SH3RATRPIA R ZER, R BIEAMFE R (ELE
—ARBIRONIE, AR5 IR O )R, SR SRIZ P SR ANI , R 7R SEAH A A AR 5fe

DR ] S FRO 345 0T L ARG o R ﬁﬁ%x%u—s, ﬁﬁ%%u%xu%lo 1 — A TR B TR,
1E AT 2R . FIEBORE SO, MY TR — AN TR, 2. HILAT/S, KPR
TEH z%x_@ AT 100, F ST z% | FEIRLLX, T X* = 40x¢ +100. ” ([1], pp. 209-210)

X3

Wi TAR (284 TR)R A “HAk, %x %L)—%—S, ﬁﬂ%xﬁ% ” (duc igitur % position in m. m% m.5& % quadrati p.
25 )
1quad. ’”
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Figure 1. Cardano’s method for formulating equations

B 1 FRAETIGIENE

. . X . . . |a®-b*=10 . N
FRIB W ERRE SR, RKHAEaMb, 5, o M ZEZ AN x, RAE
a‘h—b“a=100
a 1X+5
a+b=x AT
@yl 2 X s a?h—b%a =100 1, [

a’-b?=10 1 5
b==x->

X

2 2
azb—b2a=(£x+§j [ix—EJ—(lx—Ej (£x+§j
2 X 2 X 2 X 2 X

1., 25 1.5 1., 25 1 5
=X +—+5 || oX=— || =X+ =5 || =X+—
4 X 2 X 4 X 2 X

4 X
Ly, 20
2 X
=100

T 5 J PIAT S A At T R T3 R
RHEAP R EER . R RIS IR 5 AR SRR AR A o FRATTIUAE 225 A fef (68
iB5, e, WA 2 A RS a—b:%, SRJE AP 5 S A

(a+b)' ~(a-b)’ _ (m]

4 4

ab=

(WSS
10

ﬁ_( jzlo
a’b-ba=ab(a-b)=——*/ .= _100
4 X

iRl Ja 23 2R RIE W FIRE RS, (B T R R A . R R TR RE R IR R
TEARZE T PRI GUR RS, LEInfE TR AIT G, A28 x 0 P, JF BAEAS H-T 05 2204 100, ik
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ELIRL X PR 7> N a,b =%x i% o DUAEBAN 22 5 3 3 g U7 R B M 50 5 oR AT B — o, (BB A 1 20

s AT o HE b, RARKWE AR RIRE MRy “TEREET EEEERY, JFRER
A EAR . ARG UM 9. XA RIVH 14 ARBHR, HAS AR (BEEAR) (Artis Arith-
meticae Tractatus de Integris), 25 - ATHEHH, F=ATR T HR SR, BIUATHERME, Hh
AR L ELP) EL A1) (De Proportionibus Numerorum), 2575 4% J9 (i 2114 )it ) (De Numerorum Proprietatibus),
FLAREEDL A, FN\ARTHRARE NS, FEIARTHE LR TR, B AR (KR, B —4&
WIS PEER, £+ AT RNER, B AR EAR RS, A U, R
CIER T H AR, HER T COR) 24, REFELER. BAKRBLLE —ARFH—Ha
FETRR([1], p. xvii)o MZFLE CRARD) il G SR A A XA 251 (1 — Ly U A0 R 45t o ] &5
B, Hi B EHRZRABEN(C M B2 M S 2, RIXWAE), I AEN (S5 =8 A &P
JiAl, SRIXPANE) 5 ZEN(C A B R AT %, RIXAN ). iR AIAALE R, K=
ZAENAR R
1) MBGEN]: #a+b=m, a-b=n, NI

m m)? m m’
a=—+,/|—| -n, b=——,]| =] —-n;
2 2 2 2

2) FHAEN: #Ha+b=m, a’+b’=n, NI

m |n m? m [n m?
a=—+,\-——, b=——\/-——
2 4 2 2 4
3) FHLEEN: Ha+b=m, a’~b?=n, Ma="y 1,6 p=T_"N
2 2m 2 2m

3. FRIBEFAFEIENER

BAE, BATCEHIE T RIRIEHEH 772 1) L% DL S AR 28 A FH ((EL R B U0 BH) 7R 00, B2 R FRAT Tk
AILAREES 1 e AR A 10 A ) S ) 8 35.6~35.12 LA A% 1] f 35.17~35.19) (41 J5 R i R T 2 JR A
([1], pp. 208-209, 213-214).
3.1. O 35.6 MFFRSTRER

IAE R IR ST IZXA @ 2B RIA N “SRANEL e fh 10, 251N 300 %X
AR x, B S, eI RN 100 SR G HEIX 5 SL 5 An, w18

x}+60=30x ., ”

TAT W TR E RN T . EX P as b(a>b), WEATH/Ea?+b? =10, a®+b*=30. BT,

FrASE & 56— AN, ARSI vk N r 45

2 2
a=2Xyf5-X poXo 5 X
2 4 2 4
FE UL AN AT

4 6 2 2
a3:§x+\/5i—x—+ 125- 2% [ 5-X
2 4 4 4

16
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4 6 2 2
b =2 x— 5i—x——\/125—25x +x|5-%
2 V4 16 4 4

ES):d

2
a’+b’ :5x+2x(5—XTj=30

TR ERAS R RISTEI T HE
3.2. o)fE 35.7 HF S RETIESER
RIRIEERIXA W B TR IAR N SR, eI 10, 2728 15. WHiArA,
WX EIAI N x, W15
x® =300x% +1100 ”

AT R W T . WIXFH AN av b(a>b), WEAT#HEa® +b® =10, a’-b*=15. HF
a+b=x, FrUAGEH N, RETT5 AR TR

2 2
a=1+ 5_X— ’ b:i— 5—X—7
2\ 4 2\ 4

R BLEE RAANEE Ak AF A 15

4 6 2 2
a3=§x+\/5i—x—+ 125- 22X |5 X ,
2 4 16 4 4

4 6 2 2
b =2 x— SL—X——\/125—25X +x|5-2 1,
2" "4 16 4 2

ES):d

6 2
a®—b? =\/5x4 _x +\/500—100X ~15,
4 4

2 2 2
x* [5—"7} 20%2 (5—"7}100[5—"7] =225,

b T RIS IR IE T I T FE
3.3. [BIfH 35.8 KFFETRER
RIRIEVESTIXAN M R A RN, eI Fafch 10, IFHS NS 51
FIF 75 BT P A e fR 2 FNZ5F- 20, FILLRTRI MR, BEX AN BT x, S
x® +300x? +800x = 40x* +1600 ., ”

BATIE TR E R R . WX as b(a>b), WEATHL a®> +b*> =10, a’b+ab?>=20. H
Fa+b=x, FLAGE &N, R4V 5 Ak 1§

2 2
a.:i'i‘ 5_X— ) b:i— 5—X— ’
2 \° "2 2 7 4
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LA RN EE A% n] 13

4 2 2 4
a%h +ab? = 5+\/5x2—x— 5—\/5—"— o 252 |5, [5x2 X =20,
4|2 412 4 4
XG
5x—20= 100x2—10x4+7,

XG

25x% —200x + 400 =100x% —10x* +7 ,

P It

TR EIAG R /RISTE HHE
3.4. 18]/ 35.9 WA A RIREER
RIREER XA BRI SRR E Ny RN, #FEAIRTF A 10, RS — M5 53—
HI°F 5 TSR TR 2 25T 4. WRTATiR, WXHMNEAI N x, 7[5
x® +500x% = 40x* +1936 , ”

AT RRME R . BX B MO av b(a>b), MEAN#HEa® +b*> =10, a’b-ab®=4.
Ta+b=x, FrAGEE MK, BRIV AR TS

2 2
a.:i'i‘ 5_X— ) b:i— 5—X—’
2\ 4 2\ 4

P AN AT 1

4 2 2 4
a’b-ab® =| 5+, [5x2 -2 || X 5 X | Xy 5 X s s X |4,
4 )2 4|2 4 4

6
5x* _XT —/500—25x2 +4

(x2—10)1/5—X72=4

PHILF 5 e te, BIE R /RIETER 2.
3.5. |B]RR 35.10 WFHFRRERER

RORIEWOR XA ) U R RR Ny ORI, AETRF 7208 10, SZJ7ADN 100, JEIX P E
DIHRANENNSLTT, WE

GAELIEE,

x* +300=400x . ”

BATT T EMER T . XM Cha. b (a>b), NEAN#La®-b?> =10, a®+b*=100.
HFfat+b=x, FILAEEEE &M, RiEVF I EZENn S
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8 4 2x X 8 4 2x X
ES)i:g
3
a+b? =2 190 100
2X

T B AR R RIS VE [ ) 2 o
3.6. [B)8E 35.11 BB A IETIEE R

RIRIEVR A W R R i RR Ay RPN, eI P75 209 10, 32777205 100. 40 prid,
BOX AN EHIATY x , T

x* +331:13£x3 o
3 3

WA R E R . X ANECa b (a>b), WEALHLa*-b* =10, a’-b*=100. H
Ta+b=x, FrASEHE DM, RiET 2R R

X 5 X 5
a=—+—, b=___7
2 X 2 X
B b g BARNEE AN KA TT 15
, X 15x 75 75 , x2 15x 75 75
A=t —t—t—, D=t ———,
8 4 2X X 8 4 2x X
[ 1t
_15x 150

a’-b*=""+=-=100,
2 X

A IEES N (g o
3.7. [)RE 35.12 W SRS RER

RIRBEX XA A AR RN, eI FrZER 10, FHHS MU 5 — M3
HISF 5 BT A8 A AR 2 FZE T 100, QAT AR, S EATA x, Al

x*=400x+100., ”

BATFIE TR E R T, X Mha. b (a>b), WENNHLEa®>-b*>=10, a’b+ab*=100.

BT, FTUAGASE— A%, RIEFrZk N

I AN — AR

2 2 3
R HIEHCH CH S
2 X 2 X 2 x)\2 x 4 X

AR S SIS uN 7P
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3.8. A)RE 35.17 W SRS RER

RIORIB WX AR Ry “RPIADEL, ﬁ?ﬁ:"i&ﬁ‘]ﬂﬁﬁ’ﬁ?iﬁﬁ/\i&%izﬂﬁ/\iﬁl‘zﬂlﬁ’lﬁ
B, IFHIZPA T I A0 100 SR, AR x e s EA TR, B 2L IS G o FI L 2 i

TI'J%J?—%XKII%X \/? BT TR 5 —V20x* , 12T 10, ik, HURIE. S8
BAEN AR
5x* -10=~/20x*
R, XPER s 2 s

\/2%+\/§+ 2%—\/5
\/2%+\/§—\/2%—\/§

Figure 2. Cardano’s way of setting up and solving the equation in Problem 35.17
B 2. FRIEEX AR 35.17 KI5 A TRR0 AR

WATS PGB E RN T BXW M4 a. b (a>b), AAx, WEAHLEa®+b*=10,

b*=a(a+b). fRHEEESHEILL
a:‘/EXZ—lx, bzllx Ex2 ,
4 2 2 4

2
11x— Ex2 = Exz—lx X
2 4 4 2

5x2 —10=+/20x* .

W e 85 FARNEE AN AT 43

AT B AR ZRIE W ) T R

firs
X =10+45 .
KANa. bH

a=\/12%+5\/§—\/2%+\/§, b=\/22%+9\/§— 12%+5\@o

B, XS RS RRIA TS Hﬂ’]ﬂﬁ*%‘fﬂ&fﬁi%?*ﬁﬂ JUEEAHERUE B il —
PR TR 2R BL AR AR R a
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8.:\/2%4-\/54-\]2%—\/3 ) b=\/2%+\/§—\/2%—\/§ o

BER I b5 R AR I 4 52 2
3.9. 19/ 35.18 WFI ST RER

FIRR A RS “REMHOELIOR, B MO BB A ST HEAN, I
EE AN 5 A BT 10, B =0 X, SIS RIS, B I1HT F 10, 5K
%ﬁﬁém.a%ﬁw%w.a%ﬁoﬁx%uﬁwm%ﬁ,ﬁ&%ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁoﬁ%wﬂ
B 4 B EAE X SRR HEAEIX BTSN, M7 2 Ak 10, Bk, Skl 3 . ”

A JD%AJE?—JH%&Jag
A Ju%ﬁﬁﬁakg+ﬁ
BEAMK J10+480

Figure 3. Cardano’s way of setting up and solving the equation in Problem 35.18
3. F/RIKIEXTE) 35.18 BT 5 2R

BATTH G EMEEN . X =M Na. b.c (c>a>b), c=x, WHa+b=x, a’+b*=10,
a’+b* =10, RHEFI7 AL AT 15

NS =A 25T 19

x* =20x*-20,
filRd3

X =+/10++/80 -
ffNa. bH

a=J2%+J§+J2%—J§, b=J2%+J§—J2%—J§,
SR 3.8 BT, XSS RS R RIA T 45 SRR LM RME R AR 2 B AE. TRAi i
BRI, B x RN BB AF B SR, BT R RIR RS ST T 4
3.10. [A)%% 35.19 WFIHIEERE R
FORBVERDXA B IZIR A “ K, W05A At REANRIERIE, HE DS E=A
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Fix s, 7
. 1 1
A JJ3L—+5—JJBL——5
4 4
. 1 1
A \f\/31—+5 +\N31——5
4 4

=40 V500 +20

Figure 4. Cardano’s way of setting up and solving the equation in Problem 35.19
4. FRIKEXTERR 35.19 HIFI A TRA0AR

BATS G REMEEN . #X="Na. b. ¢ (c>a>b), c=x, NHFa+b=x, ab=10,
b? =ac, RIEAFELN ] 1E

2 2
acX, (_j 10, b=X- [_j 10,
2 2 2 2

x* =40x? +100 ,

RN =AM T 15

T
x =~/+/500 +20 .

ffNa. b

a=\/g\/§+5+\/g«/§—5, b=\/g£+5—\/g\6—5,

55 35.9 (Mo HraRiel, AIFIAIBLE NS 21 10 45 R -5 R /R IR 45 RAE L 20 22 M AR AR A AEAUE B 7355 AR
o BADELHE PRI, R x AN TS HILLR RIS, RIS 2R RIE W T 5T 45 1 P

VAN

JT o
FEih, BATETER T AR AR TR EIE 10 AN R E R TAE.
4. 45iE

RRIEE AR T A RIEMNG % 7 ik 10 ASHErh 7R A SR, BRI 3 Wik
W1, AR —H TR, BRI BRSO BAROPRBR A 4. AL, d1F COR) B
AU 480 4, HZBURBUAHE 0SB ARG N R KIB U I AOMURE 0%, JCHOE, AlORH R 2 A,
WPERAERZ AR, GIINIERATESS 2 T8I AMBLEN . SFIRREN . 7 235048 . XM i)
MARFPETCEER B AR R T 5. 2 16 ], Bl COOR) MIEEEA, Az B w54 [l
WD, XA R E R A UG IE B 2RIV RBGEN K g ehh, ARERT 5 R R RIS AL T-48
WS ARERT B, X AP HURAE AT 2 I 1 B2 R IR G IR IR HEAT S R IR, R s AR A . RR
IRV IR 02 3 BUR 2 1508 45 IR B 80 105 R 5 At 2 R Ky REAEAE R AL, WA ik, Rt
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Fetg (CRAR) FEIRE s BRIXRE I % 53t 2538 3 [F) R 1 )
tbtm, XFF i@ 358, WRHAIEEK x=a+b, FEEE—NFEM, EARALFHRRIAENRT S
FyEN, AR HBEE P eSS, AT LS E)
ab:(a+bf—{a2+b2)=xz_lo’
2 2
SRR LS AN AN, IR E B R R Ty, AT A3

x?—10

-x=20, BJx®=10x+40,

a’h+b’a=ab(a+b)=

T3 2R3 ¥ B 7 REE 2
x® +300x +800x = 40x* +1600
WAL, RATHIRIE BN S RRIB AR N EIEAR 8. Hz b, XA REEE
KA F LA
(¥ —10x—40)(x* —30x+40) =0,

Wt v, RARIAEESITTRE R T B T PP 5 a7 =AM EAR . X A A — o S Skt Ep
ik T AT ER R IR TARR S B

AT AR, BATECALE AR 1 FR g sl RI-RE W= AN M A “ A 51
REETTRER . Sy —T7 i, TR R RIEVE IR U AR R SRR A, FAT T AT DA BAR AR 2
HA R )RR A R AR it — LEAN[R A B . R IRIE T AR A 5 DUEAR b BRI 2R B, (ER B T s i 45
P PEREIN, Jf B SO . TXFERE T LA Bl 2E T s B A A e S AR TR I ARt
AN AR AU 5 0

E&UH
[ AERR AE —H  SCZ U WIS 2 SSCREYE 15 B 90 (25BKX075)
S5 3k
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