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Abstract

An injective edge-coloring of a graph is that any two edges at distance two, or are in a

triangle cannot be colored with the same color. The smallest integer of colors needed
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for an injective edge-coloring of a graph is called the injective chromatic index. In
this paper, we prove the following conclusion by using the discharging method: For
a planar graph with maximum degree at most 5 and without 4-cycles, its injective

chromatic index is at most 21.
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1. 5|8

AR T PRI L XMl G, 231 V(G), E(G), §(G) M A(G) For
K G ITA AR, L5, B/ NEMBCREE. EASHRIBERIEIL T, WAL AG) fich A . HE G
FIHRNAE T L, (A5 8 P S AL A B A A AR S, TR G O] P & AT =1 i P A B3P T R
AP E. H F(G) #xFlE G Wik % e e V(G)UF(G), A dz) Bl G R (8)
z B =D v iR d(v) = k (d(v) > k BUd(v) < k), AR v R k-5 (KT-SB k- 5%). A
b, WTLASE X kT, ET-TEL -, AT v € V(G), i N(v) ®35 v MK R RINES. B4,
IN(v)| = d(v). XT fe F(G) A v1, 02, v eI f HJIL S BRI R HEB Y R (R PRI

ﬁig), )H\JIB f = [Ulvz ] E k‘-ﬁ f = [Ulvz o 'Uk] ﬁﬁ/@ d(UZ‘) = di (’L = 1,27 ce ,k), )H\Uﬁ_( f y‘j
(dy,da, - di)-T. FATH n; (f) Leng(v) 2 0FR S f R i- NS 1o AHAREY i- 55
AN

K G injective k-3t g — N o B(G) — {1,2, ..., k}, (030 AL KEE RN 2 1918
BUEPRAE A — N = AT B ey A eq, #A d(er) # d(ea). B G 1 injective M EAHEHE G 7
1E injective k-1 ’n@,E’JBX/J\ Bk, RAE G(G). BAR, injective ML BA—E & IEH L Lt

2015 4F, Cardose 5 [1] #£tH T injective 4 JL LS. [FIIF, AlATTIUE B 7% T4 2 IR 244K &
(k > 3), Bl G 2/ L \(G) < k &—A NP-IFXE ) 8. 4k, Ferdjallah %8 A [2] iEB T
YA(G) < 2(A(G) — 1)? FFHFEH I FAEE:

FHE11. S TFHEEFTZHE G, # \(G) <6.

2022 4, Miao & A [3] $&HH T 40 N A5 AE:
BHE12. FTRAAENAGRHER G, A X(G) < AA-1).
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BAR, FERE 11 RSEAE 1.2 48 A = 3 I BORFRRIE L. 1T AR OK 22 A7 2 A 0 d R UMK L R
injective U E Y LRI THFFT. T4 1.1, Kostochka 25 A [4] #£2021 4EiEMA T ¥ B G
W2 XU(G) < 7; T FHEE G 1i(G) <6.

T A =5 FEM injective 1 B HUA W1 F 45 R, 2024 4, Lu [5] % NUEM T 71E (m, k) €
{(2,12),(3,13)}, 734 mad(G) < m B, H x)(G) < k. [, Zhu [6] % NIE# T 47 1E
(m,k) € {(2,18),(Z,19)}, 174 Y mad(G) < m I, H Xj(G) < k. X [7] EW T AF1E
(m,k) € {(%,20),(2,22)}, #1324 mad(G) < m I, A x}(G) < k. 2025 4F, Hu [8] %5 A iE#]
THAE (m k) € {(£,6),(5,7)}, 424 mad(G) < m B, H x{(G) < k. Lu [9] % AEW T2
mad(G) < § I, i x}(G) < 10. Lai [10] 5 NIEH] 1 2 mad(G) < £ B, f x(G) < 11.

ARHEET A <5 P E 1 injective i (4, 53] 7 R e
FELL T A< BA4BYFOR G, A X(G) <21.

2. LR

FNRBATE 2 1.1, R, B G Z2EH 1.1 18— [V(G) + |[E(G)| ETse/h
IS G o A < 5 Bo 4-Fl i1 B s 2 xG(G) > 22, EXHF G RERETE @,
A X(G) <21, AR, G &

PATEARAT PN S FI B G g PR BT, 7855 = b AU # D7 ik HE W P J& , TR
1.1 BROL.

#ee E(G) H ¢ & GH— injective k- Gth. WAEHMBIOESG AN C. ATH F(e) £or
W e MEEHELE, I e FEECN 2 805 e fE— N =AML ARIAMBIEHRINES. H S(e) Rrnid e
P HEE, Bl Se) = C — F(e). & e=uv € E(G), # d(u) +d(v) < 7, W e &—5kiH. &
f € F(G) Hv 5T fREI 3-51, o) R85 v #HALEA ST f GBI A

2.1 Be=uw i GH—&RIL. %G C GAFE— injective 21-1U 4 ¢. 75 {o(f)|f
5w Y £ {6(f)f 5 v HXIEY, T | F(e)| < 4(d(u) — 1) +4(d(v) —1) = 4(d(u)+d(v)) -8 <
20. RIHFRAIE i o GeaE Yuill e, #0552, 755 B8 T 3R AT 28 W0 i 3 1) G (b 3.

21382.1. §(G) > 3.

IERA ¥ G RAFE—D 27— v, Hb N(v) = {v1, v}, G IIME G =G —vfi—A
injective 21-1A 4t ¢. [N vo, Ml vy ZFIA, HIE 2.1, ¢ ATEEHN G H1—4 injective 21-1A 548,
T . O

51EE2.2. (1) # v & 3-5. W ng(v) <1

(2) ¥ f 2 318 WU ng(f) < 1.
(3) ¥ £ 518 WU na(f) < 2.

HERR (1) R ng(v) > 2. & N(v) = {v1,v2,v3} H d(v1)

=d(v) = 3. HGWIE, G =G—v
—/ injective 21-1 YLt ¢. RIA [S(vvg)| > 21 — 4(d(vs) — 1) —

(d(v) = 1) — (d(vs) — 1) > 1,
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voy Rl vvg ARFRIA, HVE 2.1, ¢ WTEESR N G BI— injective 21-1 48, 7 JE.

(2) B na(f) > 2. & f = [vivovs] H d(vy) =d(v2) =3. H G BIRIME, G =G —vi A1
injective 21- 1G4 ¢, K% vous IBE. BN |S(v10))| > 21—4(d(v])—1)—(d(v2) —2) —(d(v3)—2) >
1, [S(vivz)| > 21 —4(d(vy) + d(v3) — 4) — (d(vy) — 2) > 4, ]S(v2v3)| > 21 —4(d(ve) +d(vs) —4) > 5,
H vyvg BRI, HiE 2.1, ¢ FTRESRN G [—A> injective 21-T G, T ).

(3) B ns(f) > 3. & f = [vivovsvgus]. H (1) A d(vy)=d(vs3)=d(vs)=3. H G /N,
G' = G —vy H— injective 21-10 Gt ¢. K vovs Al wgvs MIEE. KN |S(v10))| > 21 —4(d(v)) —
1) = (d(02)—2) — (dle5) = 2) > 1, [S(or03)] = 21— 4(d(wy) +d(02) —4) — (d(vs) — 1) — (d(v5) —2) > 2,
18(0205)| > 21—4(d(w)+d(v5)—4)—(d(03)~2) > 2, [S(usvs)| > 21—(d(v3)+d(v5)—4)—(d(w5)~2) >
4, H vivs 250, HE 2.1, ¢ FTEEHCN G — injective 21-1A 44 th, T )F. O
51382.3. G TALELE (3,4, 4)-1.

HERR % G HAFAE (3,4,4)-1 f = [viveus] H d(vy) = 3. 1 G WItk/ME, G =G — vy H—A
injective 21-1 44t ¢. 3K % vovs BN, BIA |S(viv])] > 21—4(d(v])—1)—(d(v2) —2) — (d(v3)—2) >
1, [S(v2vs)] > 21 — 4(d(vs) + d(vs) — 4) > 5, H.vivy Ml vjvs 5, HIE 2.1, ¢ WTEHHK G H—A
injective 21-1AYth, . L

H G NG 4-[ S e T 5]
51382.4. (1) 3-IAL 3-THAHAR.

(2) k-MEZE | 5] A 3-TREX.
51382.5. ¥ 4-51 v KEL 2 A 3-1 f1 = [vvvg] 1 fo = [vvsvy]. W

(1) ny-(v) < 2. B ns(v) > 2.
(2) # n3(v) = 1, M ns(v) = 3.
(3) & fu, fo N (4,4,5)-TH H o 5 14 51 f <, W ng(f) < 1.

E%(Dﬁ&n4(pwz%%&mm%%%%41ﬁ,&%ﬁzﬂmﬁ%ﬁ2sﬁdm):
d(vy) = 4, H G WI/IME, G' = G — v A — injective 21-1H Gt ¢. BN [S(vvy)| > 21 — 4(d(vy) —
2) — (d(v1) = 1) — (d(v2) —2) — (d(vs) —1) > 1, [S(vvy)| > 21 = 4(d(v1) — 2) — (d(v2) — 1) — (d(v3) —
1) = (d(vs) — 2) > 4, |S(vva)| > 21 — 4(d(ve) — 2) — (d(v1) — 1) — (d(v3) — 1) — (d(vy) — 2) > 4 H.
|S(vvs)| > 21 — 4(d(vs) — 2) — (d(vy) — 1) — (d(vs) — 2) — (d(vy) — 1) > 4, FThe ATZEIRA G fI—
A injective 21-1A 4L, T J&.

(2) & ng(v) = 1B, ng(v) = 2. ARtk B d(v) = 3. HIIEE 2.3 51 d(v2) = 5, AR
W d(vs) =4, d(vy) =5. B G FINE, G = G — v — injective 21-1 G ¢. KR |S(vvg)| >
21—4(d(v2) =2) = (d(v1) —1) = (d(vs) —=1) = (d(va) =2) = 1, [S(vvs)| = 21 —4(d(v4) —2) = (d(v1) —1) —
(A1)~ 2) — (d(v) 1) > 1, | (vws)| > 21— 4(d(v5) ~2) — (1) 1) ~ (d{ws) —2) — (d(w3) ~1) > 4
H ovvy &%30, HiE 2.1, ¢ 7T A G B— injective 21-1U 4, )&,

(3) BB f1, fo N (4,4,5)-100 H v 55 1A 5-11 f KREKES,  na(f) > 2. AT f = [vsvsvavvy].
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1B 1 f A (3,3,4,4,4)-T, 2H d(v) = d(vs) = 4.

M d(vy) = d(vs) = 5. H G WD E, G = G —vH— injective 21-L Gt ¢. #HE
vrvs BB, B |S(ous)| = 21 — 4(d(vs) — 2) — (d(v1) — 2) — (d(vg) — 1) — (d(vs) — 2) > 1,
1S(vus)| = 21 = 4(d(v3) — 2) — (d(v2) — 1) — (d(v1) — 3) — (d(va) — 1) = 1, |S(vv1)| = 21 — 4(d(v1) —
3) = (d(v2) = 1) = (d(vs) — 1) = (d(va) — 2) — (d(vs) — 1) = 5, [S(vvs)| = 21 — 4(d(vs) — 3) — (d(v3) —
1) — (d(vg) — 1) — (d(vy) — 3) — (d(ve) — 1) > 6, H vyvs B8, HIE 2.1, ¢ \J2EHN G H—
injective 21-1 Yt 7 J&.

18R 2 £ 9 (3,3,5,4,5)-M, b d(vr) = d(va) = 5.

M d(vy) = d(vs) = 4. H G BI/INE, G = G — v — injective 21-L 40 ¢. KN
S(un)] > 21— 4(d(2) — 3) — (d(w2) — 1) — (d(vs) — 1) — (dvs) — 2)  (dvs) — 1) > 2, [S(wws)] >
21— 4(d(e) — 2) — (d2) — 1) — (d(os) — 1) — (dlvs) —2) > 3. HALFRIE, |S(oug)] > 2 B
|S(vus)| > 3. W ¢ FTZEFHA G B)—A injective 21- TG4, T )&,

&7 3 f M (3,3,4,4,5)-T, I+ d(vs) =4 H d(vy) = 5.

M d(vy) = 4 H d(v3) = 5. W G WIR/IE G = G — v H— injective 21-18 41 ¢. 4K
5 vyve M. K [S(uns)] > 21— A(d(s) — 2) — (d(vs) — 1) — (d(oa) — 2) — (dws) — 2) > 1,
[S(vvr)| = 21 = 4(d(v1) — 3) = (d(v2) — 1) = (d(vs) — 1) = (d(vs) = 3) — (d(v5) — 1) = 3, [S(vv2)| >
21— 4(d(v2) = 2) — (d(v1) — 1) = (d(v3) — 1) — (d(va) = 3) > 4, [S(vvs)| > 21 —4(d(v4) —3) — (d(v3) —
1) = (d(vs) — 1) — (d(v1) — 2) — (d(vg) = 1) > 5 B vgug RHeH, ik 2.1, ¢ WTIEFHH G f1—A
injective 21-1I Yt T J5. O

S1382.6. W 5-55 v KEL 2 /N 3-TH fi = [vvrva] F fo = [vvsvy]. & f1 N (3,4,5)-1, W £, A
(5,5,5)-IfI.

WEAR 5% f1 = [vvive] A (3,4, 5)-THIEY, fo = [vugvy]) A (47,57,5)-1, HH d(v)) = 3, d(vy) = 4
Hd(vs) < 4. B G BIRANE, G = G — vy B injective 21-1H 4L ¢. K vuy Fl vws [ EI
. B |S(00])] > 21 — 4(d(v]) — 1) — (d(vs) — 2) — (d(v) —3) > 1, |S(vvs)| > 21 — 4(d(v) +
d(v3) — 5) — (d(v2) — 2) — (d(v) — 4) > 2, |S(vvy)| > 21 — 4(d(v) + d(ve) — 5) — (d(v3) — 2) > 3,
S(vvy)| > 21 — 4(d(w) + d(vy) — 5) — (d(vs) — 2) — (d(vs) — 2) > 5, L vyvy BRI, HITE 2.1, ¢ THE
¥ G H—)~ injective 21-1A 40, FJE. O

3. WERBTE

T dE AU B U7 VA e R BE 1.1 AR R, B SR, 1R V(G) U F(G) LE X — AW ALK
How: XoeV(GE), 2wk =2dv) -6 X f e F(G), % w(f) = df) — 6 WRIEEKH AKX
V(G| = E@G)| +|F(G)| =2 METER > dv)= > df)=2[EG), R

veV (@) fEF(G)
Yo wl@) = ) (2dw)—6)+ Y (d(f)—6)=—12. (1)
z€V(G)UF(G) veV(G) fEF(G)
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e, SUE AR RS I, 76 S AURI R A RIRTIE R, M G 1 AR R . 24
BRI L RUR, S35 AN R . BT LA Y 2 € V(G) U F(G), #4 w'(z) > 0,
45t BA TP

o< Y W)= Y wk)=-12<0. (2)

€V (G)UF(G) €V (G)UF(G)

T AR N ) G ARAFAE, B E B 1.1 F54EE.
SE AR IR RS A -
R1 415 v 45 5KBKIY (3,4, 5)-T AT (4,4, 4)-TFAL 1, 45 5RBRI (4,4, 5)-THHEAL 2.

R2 5-f v 25 KHK I (3,4,5)- AL 2, 25 RIKHY (3,5, 5)-1H, (4,4,5)-H, (4,5,5)-HHH 2, 455
BXH (5,5, 5)-THIEEAL 1.

RS 415 v SN 5-HFAY L < 1.

N AHELL T AN | B EGIERT V 2 € V(G) U F(G), H w'(x) > 0.
3[33.1. % v e V(G). W' (v) > 0.

JUERR 4 d(v) = k, 51 EE 2.1 %0, k > 3.
Wk=3 M) =wl)=0.

k=4 Www) =2 HIIHE242), v BZ2H5HA -TREL 2 o 5FHA 3-TRBE, o
BELZ R 5-1. & ns(v) = 1, HEIH 2.5(2), ns(v) = 3. Frbl v KEE— (3,4,5)- ﬁﬁﬁ%
(4,5,5)-Tf. H R1 %u R3, v 45 KBKIN (3,4, 5)- AL 1, HEZEHRKAILEPINHHER 5, B

W(v) 2 2—1— g x 2 > 5. Fong(v) = 0, WHGIE 2.5(1), na(v) < 2. HAng(v) =20, Fo
KA (44,40, U o KBS 4 08 (4,5,5)-H. h RIFRS, v SRR (4,4, 0T
BUL, BREZ SR NIHA g, B w'(v) 22 -1 5 x 22> 5. v KA
(4,4,5)-T, M v KB 55— -T2 (4,4,5)-. H51HEE2.5(3), & v 5 5 f KEE, W ns(f) <1
H R3, v & 5-THAL sy < 5. B RLAIR3, v £5RIKAT (4,4,5)-THRL §, HEZHRIBEAIIE
PIANTHRER L, Bl w'(v) > 2 -3 x2 -1 x2=0. Hny(v) =18, Mo KB (4,4,5)- ﬁ%n#/\
(4,5,5)-If1. HR1 %u R3, v £ KK (4,4, 5)-0FAL §, HEZ LRI EP NI o, B

W) >2-3 - L= n(f X2>2— 7—%><2——. Y ng(v) = 0B, W o REXPIAS (4,5,5)-11. H
R3, v EEERBMILEPHNEHM s, B /() 22— 55 X222 -3 x2=3. Hv &P
55— 3-HRERRS, H R1 M R3, v B4 RIKA— 3-THAL 1, HZE 245 KRB HE =N

1
5— n(f),E[]w( )22_1_WX320

k=5 Mww)=4. HIIH 24, v BZ5WHA 3-TREL ¥ o REEHA 3-MH. & v KEE—D
(3,4,5)-10, W51 2.6, 55— 3-TH N (5,5,5)-M. H R2 1 R3, v 44 R<EEH (3,4, 5)- ﬁiﬁm, DS
BRI (5,5, 5)-FAL L, HEZE R E EMIER o, B o'(v) 2 4-2-1- 55 %3 > 0.
v AR (3,4,5)-M, W H R2 F1 R3, v %2 2 4 KBEH A 3-H # #L 2, E%% %EﬂéE’JE
AR sy, W w'(v) >4 -5 x2— =k x3 > 0. Flo BEZRE A 3-M.
H R2 1 R3, v BZ RN — A 3-HHAM 2, HEDZHREILE AN TR =L, W

(£
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W(v) 24-2— s x4 > 5 O

313#3.2. 4 f e F(G). M w'(f) > 0.

JEBR 4 d(f) =k, W k # 4.

Wk =3 Mw(f)=-3 MHIIH 2.2 2) M, ns(f) <1. Hns(f) =10, HEE 2.3, f RN
(3,4,4)-1f0. % f N (3,4,5)-M 8K (3,5,5)-M. B R1 M R2, w'(f) > -3+ min{l + 2,2 x 2} = 0.
Y ong(f) = 0B, W f R (4,4,4)-0, (4,4,5)- 1, (4,5,5)-M08% (5,5,5)-M. H R1F R2, '(f) >
—34+min{l x3,3 x2+ 2 3 x2}=0.

1 202
k=5 Mw(f)=—1. HR3,W(f) =1+ (-n3(f) X 557 = 0.
BWhk>6 M w(f)=w(f)=d(f)—6>0. O

4. L5

T P (1 B e A AR AT TE IR A s i i, BRI B Y injective- A 8, H AT
WIS RS, AL FEHE T A <5 HAT 4-BIH-F I KR injective- i a4, 18RIk, @
A IE BN S o BT B S A S R DE B IERIBUII, SE R AR T I, TS 2] T AR
SR 21. HIE B SREAE 1.2 s B 20 IEAEAEZERE,  RIFRATIE AT AE R DL ) L

iBlf4.1 X T A <5 B 4-BERFHE G, 256 x(G) < 20.

AR, YTV 2 RRR SR injective-1 B,  HATRIBE TS5 R, FrAIRATIE AT DL & —
SRR DS injective-1U YL .
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