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Abstract

Targeted Maximum Likelihood Estimation (TMLE) is a general framework for constructing locally
efficient estimators in semiparametric and nonparametric models. From a semiparametric per-
spective, this paper systematically presents the core theoretical foundations of TMLE. First, for the
average treatment effect (ATE) parameter, we rigorously derive its efficient influence function (EIF)
and provide an explicit expression. Second, we thoroughly analyze the double robustness property
of TMLE and rigorously prove the conditions under which this property holds through bias decom-
position. As an important reference, we simultaneously introduce the augmented inverse probabil-
ity weighted estimator (AIPTW) and, by juxtaposing their estimating equations and bias structures,
reveal the unique advantages of TMLE in achieving double robustness. Third, we employ the von
Mises expansion to demonstrate how TMLE reduces the first-order bias to second order, and we
elucidate how the product structure of the second-order remainder ensures fast convergence of the
bias. Fourth, we specifically discuss the regularity conditions for TMLE, including the statistical
meaning of the Donsker condition, the theoretical origin of the n-1/4 convergence rate requirement,
the mechanism by which cross-fitting bypasses these conditions, and the impact of the overlap as-
sumption. Finally, we prove the asymptotic normality and semiparametric efficiency of TMLE.
Through detailed mathematical derivations, this paper provides a systematic technical foundation
for researchers to gain a deep understanding of the semiparametric theoretical underpinnings of
TMLE.
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1. 518

TEDRRAEWT 5038 1 TG — MO BRAR ] MO A4 o xof A RS S 800347 T fm HL i 3%
Hufhi vt ARG S E R Aol FE AR T B BOE BUE A, — BARRBOE W 22, flivh 45 5K A
M LA — B s [1] o TE MR AIAL (IPTW) fiti v AR AT ) 7 73 AR PR IE AR V0, Hofi 22 [ — B
%[2].

N T RBEX— K5, van der Laan F1 Rubin T 2006 “E#EH T H AR RASRAG T3], 1Z RS HL
R A A — N BARS R B PR, IR A TR T T, AR R B A T R A
8 SR AR A BRE e BB B TH T RR AT CE TR U 26 A R 384G R 8 A 8 S 5l v [4]-[6] -

TMLE #5] AvEH B R R oW B Rl M. 45 )5 [N BB RN YT 2 FOASS B 2 i o — Ak
1EH##TEE, TMLE Xf HFR S8 Tt 2 — B0 [7] [8]. 1X— 1 BT R MG 5 1 PR SR AHEMT 73 B ) AT SEE[9]
[10]. XTF TMLE B BB~ v] 2 W SCRR[11]; IEHAR e ke it — D4 e 7 FOE A 1 [12] [13].

ARG ENLEER AL A R G E TMLE (R% GRS SERE . 565 2 WERM 5555, 4 3 Wik Pt
PR G REE T R EOTLS H TMLE 58 3G 55 4 TR At 3 g 45 L ™I B, BFE R ERR (S S
AIPTW KIXTEL) . MR ZERIER#THE E&SME; 555 L1108 TMLE RIEMIPESAE: 56 6 Fikfrags.
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2. REMFEESHS
2.1. BiREWSGIHRR
40,0, WMBEHEAM Py e M HSE R A ATHERA) n AIIREA, LA T O = (W, AY)
(AR
o WeW: LT[R,
° AE{O,].}: TR R AR
e YeR: 4R,
BB M A AL 0 BTSCRE, A5 AMEME PAl BUB I R p = dP/du KRS ¥ P, AL

BUBIZK A, MRT =23, F(0).

2.2. BB 5RAINERNREZYE
SE S TELE FMESL: VY (1) FNY (0) 43 BN MATERZ AL T A=181 A=0 I AOIETESS R . T B
Ri(ATE)E X H:
ve =E[Y(1)-Y(0)]
N7 MSEIEE RS ATE, 8% 720U Al R
(1) =i Y=Y (1)A+Y(0)(1-A);
(2) TEEME: {Y(1).Y(0)} LAIW ;
() EBM: 0<P(A=1|W)<1, JLFRIRML.
FEXER R, ATE AR AL E R 992 55«
w(P)=E,[E[Y|A=LW]-E[Y|A=0W]]. 1)
1025 R B H R R
u(a,w)=E[Y|A=aW =w],
T ) PR -
g(w)=P(A=1|W =w).
HirZ 8w (P) AT N TE R 4EE 2 73 A P 2 SEH02 A) R 1Y — N6 1872 R (pathwise differentiable
functional). T THI%5 HH BR AR T A% 8 o
SEX 21 OEHNZE) BY:M > RNEIZE. #HAHERPeM , BRI h (L [hdu=0)BLK
Pt ZAN ORI

2 g (p+on)
00

0=0

FEAEHA S, R W 72 P AR ERAZ AT . LSBT RN N R 42, P) ROIE R, AD:

25 ¥ (Peon) = [o(zPIn(2)du(z)

ZRREL ¢ (2, P) FROSEEIE R FEPTA R R E0T, T7 Z R NRIFRON A RO s BU(EIF), FJ7 2R 2
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3. BRI THTMLE)HIEEIRHESR
3.1 AR (EIF)KHES

ﬁﬁﬁ‘% ATE [ EIF, RATHE—ASHIEIEP =P+eh, Hrdrhi/e [hdu=0, H P BRI,

ATE Z i ¥ (P)=Ey [ u(LW)—u(OW ) | HHT 26192 1o AW ) FIILBRIIAG Ry, o FRATTZE 53 5500
#Fﬁﬁﬁﬂlzﬂh oM AR S o

B, iWQ(AW)=E[Y[AW], M ¥(P)=[[Q(Lw)-Q(0,w)]dR, (w). W#HEKEP, , ZHIIFH

€

0
_\}f _j{ 70—EQ€(O,W) Jdpw( )
+J[Q(1,w>—Q<o,w>]d[§Pw Jw
WRIESHEAC T AR HELE R, SR F IR R R RS B R B R R TR
2 A
=Q (a,w)f:0 = E{W(Y - 1(LW))-h(0)|A=a,W =w:|-
Sebr b, HEEK AR AR AR CHXT ATE 240 A 3R ECN:
A 1-A
(P)=———(Y - u(LW))- Y - u(0W LW)-u(0W)—¥(P).
#zP) =gy (Y W)=y (Y~ OW)) (W)= (OW) = (P)
Bk, ATERS H ATE 1) EIF 20REX:
A 1-A
P)=———(Y —u(LW))———~(Y —u(OW LW)-u(0W)—¥(P). 2
(z:P) = Sy (Y ~ W)~ s (¥ = (OW) + (W)= (O W)= (P) @

% EIF AP RBEE R -
o HMENZE: E[4(O:P)]=0.
o IEXHE: EIF 5TISH(u M g)MB 5 REUER, XEWETEMTT 1 80 g W= AR ZELE EIF h
“PRRR” , ONJEERIEAR SR AL TR
Besbh, EIF 9757 Var, [ 4(O;P) [ 4tH T ¥ (P) S HO8R A, RIMEATIE WAL T8 K7L 07 220
gt

3.2. TMLE MR L EX SEFHHH

TMLE (4% 0o JE AR 38 i A4 — NS B bR S 5500 — 4 5 3) 87 (fluctuation model), S #14A AT+
w BT EEH, (RS A TR ) 5 EIF R . BRKE S BIR

BB, 1 (WIERAETE): (B B IE R 7 (g 4" 21 & Super Learner)fitiv+45 /&) a1 V9 e %5 41, (AW )
A V5 g, (W) .

PR 2 (HEEADER): & X

A 1-A
AW =Wy Tow)
EEEHAW)=1/gW). HOW)=-1/(1-g(W)).

g2 3 (&dﬂﬁﬁ) *ﬁLL_L iy WIS H T Y
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1 (AW) = expit (logit (1, (AW ))+e-H (AW)),

Horfexpit(x) :]7/(1+ e’x) » logit(p)=log(p/(1-p)) . EFHALE e =0 AbMIFF 5 R BRI ¢ iR T
BHE A —EB 5
BB 4 (BRRBBRER): K

€=arg maxznllog L(Y; | AW;se),
Forb Lo i g, B8 R BRELON T o0 Y A SRR, X TSR Y i logistic AR He i) mlilah) . &
A

BRI EA 2 (AW) = £ (AW) .
S8 5 (TMLE i)

ST % i[ 25 (LW) - 7 (OW;) .

i=1
TTUAER, bR o i s i TSR EIF1$i+7?$§'z%Zi¢(Oi;f’*):O, b PR B E MR R
e XM E TMLE % BL A0 M 3R (R A A
4, TEBPLER

4.1 MEREY
EX 41 CWEFENE) —Mbit & g BROEBRMEEK, R TIPS F 2= DH A RO,
l/;_>p l//[):

(1) 453 EIRE 40(a,w) B IEEE 20 1, — 1)
(2) AIAFMY g (w) B IERE E (R g, — go)

411 AIPTW fhit&: EX5MR
TERANSHT TMLE FIRCE AR 2 1, FRATTE 26 51 NHY S B0 22 B T & (AIPTW) A/ B 2 1)
FiEZ Y. AIPTW H Robins Z[2] [7142H, HAbt5FEN:
~aperw _ Lo A 1-A
== (Y =, (LW )) = ———(Y, = g, (O W, )) + 1, (LW, ) =z, (O, W, ) |. 3
A )0 ()W) | @
AIPTW I S EIFQ)TESE ) e —20, XAHET AIPTW BRSSPI M5 T 1, F1 g, AN EIF [
RIS, AKX g, FATAEATEE o 5 2, AIPTW A I I B SRR I ARAR T EIF J7 P2 R E Al
&,
AIPTW IXCE gV vl it an N w220 G o K Y =y (AW) + e RNG)IFHUNHE, H21.:
; ~AIPTW \ _ % (W)_ _ 1-g, (W)_ _

BlaS(l// )_ E|:(gn (W) J(IUO (1’W) Hy (l’W)):|+ E|:[1_gn (W) 1 (/un (O’W) Ho (O’W )) )
ZRIE ARG (9, — 9, T 4y — 14, FIFRAR)SLEDZE & T ACEASMENE: 2 g, > 4,809, > g, I, W=
i
4.1.2. TMLE Ky EFS R 4IERR

SEH 4.2 (TMLE (XUER @) EIENSE T, TMLE fhit& g™ 20ERER.
HEB By R gy MBS A AR MR 2w, BT g, NS H T B TMLE ROM3E, SEBTE 4G
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TR EIF i 52
Ro(:P)=0,
Hp p RoRGRKHME. BIFZTE, HATE:

%i[ iy # 00) = s (00 4 (1) s (0 57 | <0

i=1 — 0, (Wi
T,
e _ % Zl{ gn?Wi ; (Y, - (1 ))—%(\n i (OW, ))}%g[mﬁ (LW,)— 22, (O.W,) .

VERE) 7 g, WEH, FEIENRMT, w5 p, MZERR 0, (1), FILIRATAT LA 1, R g, BA
b ZE . AL, RATE R HrIa v B 22, H TMLE fISEBHRIE 1 EIF J7REGL, PRt
ZRIEXATE A

g (W)

Y =y (AW)+e RN, HHE[s|[AW]=0, 35

. A
yE = P{
n

—g (W)(ﬂo(
+P [yn (LW) -, (OW )]_‘/’0'

U (RS S50 TR, A n — oo I PYSKENIAE), (w2 (IR

(Y= (00) == i = (o,vv»}a Lo (1W) =11, (O] v

1-A

LW)=p, (1'W)+g)_T(w)(“°(

OW)—u, (o,w)+g)}

Bias = E {ﬁw)(”‘) (LW) - g, (LW ))—%(/J0 (OW)—u, (O,W ))}
+E[ 41, (LW) = 11, (O W) |-

T wo =E[ 1 (LW) =1, (OW) ], EATEH:

Bias =E { (A 1J(y0(1,w)—yn(1,w)) +E (

w)
I E[AIW] =g, (W), H—5L:

1_19_rl (AW) _1](% (OW) - (OW)) .

Bias = E { vag 1J ty (LW) = 1, (LW)) |+ E (]'_L(W)—lj(,un(o,W)—,uo(O,W))J.

i L 1-g, (W)
Eﬂ:
Bias:E[%(%(l,w)—yn (1,W)):I+ E{%&v"gw)(% (OW)=r (OW)) . (4

BUAE, IR 1 —> gty ISR - g B, — g BHATE, BUMREBTE, kg, > g,
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WA T 9o—9, Mg, -9, 8T =%, FANDEEg M1-g, AF(HEBIERR), FHtEMiZRETE. X
FER 7O ERR R Ry g, hESH NSRBI, ™ B0,

41.3. TMLE 5 AIPTW BixtEL: it 5£R

W LLEN3) 5 (4), FATAT LAEMTHLE B TMLE 5 AIPTW 7EXUE Fafi v B iodevt: 2 6 2 45 14
BIRWEA AR Z AT, R R 4 8 g, PAER— 208, mEBETZ.

SR, WA TELL R LA SR YRS D A7 TEAR T 22 5«

(@) WG HRERIRET R AIPTW HEEVIEM T 1, 9, 10N EIF FIREARIME, 5284 “RPIER
M7 (AR 1 TMLE JEAR A w,, TR SEALRE 1 BN w0y, 13 P¢(- “*):0

FEHIRRAL . 1X— BRI FEA O T TMLE MG THELG 20 F 2 HCE M i (Blin, o+ = usH, u, €[0.1]),

M AIPTW ) “ BT ARG 250 0], 75 FRFEAR P~ E A S H I A THE .

(b) ZFMWERIE. AIPTW HEAXNERE, HHEWmERLIIN - ——RA&mE, HmZEh
E[(G-00)(1— 1) | =T o TMLE LY el 22 SR B 2 B, 3% TMLE R AIPTW F OGRS -

(c) Xt Donsker %&MHHkH . AIPTW E@i%ﬁiﬁﬁi&ﬁ%ﬂi&ﬁ%’é{;ﬁ( )} T /& Donsker 644, 14
RO ARV AU . TMLE 7ERRETE 20N FIRER M 12 56 1, (R 51 N 22 XA IE (cross-fitting) 7] PASRIT IX
—EDR(VEILEE 5 79). (EIX— & b, B e S i kb B 5 =08 5.

(d) BFRRFEARTEM:. TMLE BURUSA L B F AL e FREE A I T AIPTW BN FRE, HER
fltiTh = (plug-in estimator) JE R SRORAIE T BUE G Bl & 2L .

4.2.Von Mises BFS5—MRE

He G877 (7 P[]V B B IPTW) R i 22 2 — B K. Bias = O, (4, — 1) 8O, (9, — g, ) - TMLE 9
PIATET HoAm 22 S Fe 22 B Ak, A1 S5 @257 von Mises JRIT I/ 4% 16, #8548 SLAE W] TMLE
R i i 2 42 2

4.2.1. Von Mises R FFRY—iRFZ X
von Mises fE 22 B AT PR EIFES 1HZ oh L HET[14] [15]. X T BE TR gz B
¥:M —> R, #HELEP AR AR, N E R PeM , RSLUTTFRSHEF:

¥(P)-w(R)= ‘;f( )(dP—d, )+ jj5‘y R)(dP- dP) +Ry(P,R),

;@tq:—( ) REMEN, R, REZH AT
£ TMLE Hy#mE B g, 8% 8 M —Fr von Mises eI, HIE0N:
¥(P)-¥(R)=Pg(:P)-Pg(:P)+(P.~R) #(:P)-4(:R) |+ R (P.Ry). )
KHL P AN, R (P.R) R MK ZREIFAT LB MRS R (: P) IFIH
\y(ﬁ)—T(PU):—PO¢(.;F”>)+(Pn-PO)[¢(-;|5)—¢(~;PO)] SefE e 455

3 4.3 (von Mises JEFFHIFRMEE ) B W M — R ZEEAMT, PP eM . %% P, 5T P dixfikst,
H Radon-Nikodym % dR, /dP 7 P 177 T, WRFFE)RL, H M RIR, (PR, ) Hi:

R,(P.R)= (HP P”)

DOI: 10.12677/aam.2026.157313 175 I3RS


https://doi.org/10.12677/aam.2026.157313

B, B

Joep ||| A& 0 5Bt Hellinger BEES). % T ATE 2%, Akt
R, (P.Ry) =0, (14 = ]9, - Go])-
4.2.2. TMLE h Von Mises BIB9S

W3 BT TMLE, P HUKH TMLE S HE 40 A it P o TMLE A% 0 B 5 1E 2 it i S 7 it
ATEEH, 15 AR A I Pn¢('? P)7'32?~ FHyr L, TMLE B KBURE R ZEN TRE EIF A 5%

>.4(0:F")=0, HIPH(:F")=0. ARSI R@)E:
w(P)-w( :Pn¢(.;P0)+(Pn—P[ ]+R2 6)
EENAAT, 28R (P-R) #(:P)-¢(:R)]- op( -w), N g(;P )m( ) 2 1A
L2 (Ry) BB OB, I LB {( P )} Wi Donsker 4. B, TMLE fiit-RLAGHFEAT ot 54
W (P )-w(R)=Pg(:R)+0s (N**)+R, (P, Ry).
R TMLE SEBL B 2 2 ERU BB kB ——4 R, = 0, (V2 ) Y,
Jn(w(F")-w(R)) >, N(0.R[#]) -
423. M ETIB RIS ENE &4

XF ATE 3Z B8 82 von Mises JRIT, AT LATG 3] B R U BARTE e RBE 1, M1 g, 703009 1y B g, I
it BRI TEL[A]), 53

(#0) -y | SO B, ) )
" (7

(W
g, (W)—g, (W) _
- EP0 {T()(ﬂn (O'W) Ho (O'W ))}

ZRIEARIFW ISR T — G Bl g, — g Mg, — g, PSRRI IHE A K. i,
R, (F’;*! Po) =0p (",”n _ﬂo"'”gn =0 )v

o ||| 2 L2 (Ry) YL
NARIE von Mises J& - 1T 1 57 Sz, TMLE T BR Ve BT 75 1O VR4 1E 4 25 44 (B 45 — 214 . Donsker
At BRI SOE B )R AE S 5 TR IR

424, —MiREEE
BUAE ] LLIE BRI IFE ] TMLE 1) B fw 25 P 5 o
THE 4.4 (RZER ) £EMNZMS T, TMLE 52wz N

Bias (™) = Oy (s ~ -1, ~ 9ol ) ®
UEW] 1 von Mises JEJF(4) & TMLE 4 L Pyg(:P")=0. W13
‘/;TMLE Y= Pn¢('; Po)+(Pn - Po)[¢('; |3*>_¢('; Po)]" R, (|3*, Po)-
BB, i E[P(;R)] =0, HASIARIRLE E WA PF TN T (S B o (n2), WEEHL /D i),
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b NESEIR

Bias (™) = E[ R, (F",R) |+0(2).

IRYE(T)HIFARGE M, fALEF 2 C (Ef5

R,(P".R)

<C-uy =149, -9
MRS . R,
Bias(y™*) =0, (1, — 19, — s ).
5 p, R g, BICLE R /D n VUSRI B (0, 3@ A8 BRI RE 2 ) 2 5] RS E),
R, =0, (n¥?).

Rtt, TMLE #&/n -—8f, B g f g, & E#TEE L n Y2 R ILS. X TER TMLE X 3 FA£ 501
TR OIS BB TT 55 5 A0 [RIE 252 ST WA B B0 T B, 1T R A5 4% B DA n ™ s SR A Sl B T i
B n Y2 [ A TR R

4.3. FHEESMESEHE
4.3.1. HELiEth B R AR

N 7B TMLE B o0 A, 16 Sl BT 2e G v R & .

SEX 45 (WHEEEMTHR) fSitE g, ONTE P AbRITNE LN, B~ NLEEL 4(0) (RN
AL, Wi E, [4(0)]=0 HE, [&(o)z]mo), 5
1550 e (),

XF P A TR, O IR e B A

VN (17, =) >, N(0Var, [4(0)]).

PRI, 0 Al 58 ) 5 ) B 80 HE ST 7 2 A% P BR

4.3.2. TMLE B950 &8 2
1 von Mises JEHF(4) % TMLE SE41J5 Pg(<P") =0, A

¥(P)-¥(R)=Po(:R)+(P—R)[4(:P")-(:R) |+ R, (F",R).
LP™E=w(B), yo=W(R). TEBLREAER KA
(1) BRI FEI AT B : (Pn—Po)[¢<~;I3*)—¢(-;P)]zop( ?) (Hh Donsker ZH{E);
(2) SR BHE: R, (P"R) =0, (n¥?) (HI5EHE 4.4 b i) () SO FE RAIE)
cET]

:SIH

“ 12 _
7 =2 320(0:R,) o, (n°)
i=1

XFERE TMLE ¥k, Hpmmiais 2 EIF 4(0;R,) .
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433 BHEESHHERE
SEH 4.6 (WL EAYES REE RE) FIEWEET, X4 Rz(f’*,Po)zoP (n¥?) H Donsker Z& 1 r
iF, TMLE it ™

\/ﬁ(‘/;TMLE _‘//o) -4 N (0, O )' ©)
S o =Var, [§(0:R)] WF B HOE . IUH, TMLE LR HATRI: 4 oy 0 g, H0WE SR,

TMLE HJ#E 7 2238 2 S BT A IR A T80 Z 00 °F 5
UEH] H TMLE HJ#TE &t RoR

HiAFE B /n «
\/ﬁ(lﬁTMLE Vo) = T IZ;:¢( P,)+0 (1).
T Eq [4(0;R)|=0HVar, [4(0:R) ] =0k » iR A E 2.

13 2
ﬁ2¢( P,) =4 N(0,0%¢ ).

i=1

454 Slutsky EFE, HITH(9).

R EESEAE ST, B 2 FE (convolution theorem) il &: i FAF & ENMEHE, H
WAL 75 72 20 ST R R BRI T 2 —— X 2 A IR NS T B R IR B RN T 7 R A, O S
G, FLkH,

limvar, [«/ﬁy?n] >Var, [ 4(0;R)].
TMLE Hi F7ESL I g 4F Ll EIF AN S, HWna 7 2188 71X —F 5, B LA 201 .
2 o B g IBEFA TS, TMLE MM 75 255 T L SHUSR R, O HA R 2L

4.34. HFEMGTEHEE
FESERRR I, EIF IR 4(O; Ry) AR KN, TEEJuﬂﬂﬁﬁiiJr%qﬁ(o;ﬁ*)%ﬁﬁﬁiﬁéo

SEFE 4.7 (O ZAHRIAE) EENKM T, &2 :%zi":l¢(oi;ﬁ*)z R ol WA T, B
62 -, Ol o

WEH] BT P o Py H g(5 P) 18 P bR FES I ({636 2 BE i F), B SE S i B AT 45
$(0:F") >, 9(0:Ry) . FELEERHUER,

3 0(0P ) o, £ [0(0:R ) |= ot

BTk, TMLE HY#TIL EAS X 18 AT # i -

STMLE | 5 'i,
4 1-af2 \/ﬁ
H g, RASEIES DA 1- 02 73R8 X IR SHNT IR 224675 22 0 SL bR L —— A Gt it e
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