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Abstract

With the global incidence of diabetes increasing dramatically, the number of cases of diabetic re-
tinopathy will continue to increase in the coming decades. Diabetic Macular Edema is one of the most
important causes of visual impairment in diabetic retinopathy, and its mechanisms are complex
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and varied, but the specific mechanisms are still unclear. Intravitreal anti-VEGF therapy has be-
come the first-line treatment for DME, but it is ineffective for some patients in clinical practice. This
finding suggests that other factors besides VEGF are involved in the occurrence and development
of DME. Therefore, it is urgent for us to clarify the pathogenesis of DME and study effective treat-
ment methods. The purpose of this review is to summarize the literature on the pathogenesis of
diabetic macular edema and to summarize the possible pathogenesis.

Keywords

Diabetic Retinopathy, Diabetic Macular Edema, Pathogenesis, Review

Copyright © 2022 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 51§

2R, AERME IR B0 %, M 1980 4 (1) 4.7%35 N F] 2019 411 9.3%, it H] 2045
R INEI AN T 10.9%, BIGEE] 72 A0 . #2019 4F, pEENHEAR EANORZHE R, K
W EHE AL EM A —, v 11644, X—HIRISAE 2045 ik F) 1.472 {C N[1] [2].

R a9 HAL IR JE495 A% (dliabetic retinopathy, DR)ZAE FRIGIMUILAE B))™ I AREZ —, s — P, i
o, FRYE SRR RE SRR AL B S B S, HATIGIR B DR 23 R34 58 P PR3 14 A0 I 525 42 (non
proliferative diabetic retinopathy, NPDR) AT e 11 5% bR 75 1A% 9 575 42 (proliferative diabetic retinopathy, PDR).
B PRI 14 3 B 7K Jif (diabetic macular edema, DME)TE DR & AT BRI o] Ak, FL R AR 2R Bl o5 o3 1 1 ™ E
FEREMIG . A kIR, PiZe 10 45572, 1 2 DR [3]#1 2 5 DR [4] 3% DME 1855235 514 11%H1 14%,
HHZ DR S8 RN FER R Z —. MEATETRT DME RIS, BF5THEIT DME 1AL
Jiik, SKHIB DME FIRARE, 2% DME SBFH R AAE s, i B A 2 .

2. KARHLE

DME KR RN R 22 FE, RGP ARI - AR5 e (R . RIRER 7 SO RO 7K IE B
AL, ZouliEdfe. IR 2O R . Hl BB A C JlRg. BUK/BUR e RS R
P/ 56 B2 R AR S AE e A, (ELELAR AL 1 R T

2.1. AIRBIN - L0 AR B RSB

L 0A 5 = 240 L6 PR 2 40 e 1) £ ) 52Nt (zonula occludens) FTBE PR JE) 24 it g B A0 I S P J5 i pAy 38 L -
PLI 57 52 (blood  retinal barrier, BRB)Z:A4) 1) 56 5 2 Ty RE 1) 1 5 7542 il 400 IR S 08 4 ~F- 1y b A 3 22 ()4
FH 5 R s R PPN B I A7 P 5 A P 2 T [ R e A AR Y o X P R R B M T AR T A L
B AN AR ELAR SR TAERI[S], AR 4 B AP LAH B A AR B A A5 [6]. S BRB J#iE
PRSI EZEHLHDE : 1) GRS B B s 2) HEINEs N R LIS s 3)
IR I (D 20 R OR (P9 B2 I PRI S A 40 ot &t )

2.1.1. AR4AAT
MU BRI I iR o R A idER:, OFSEER. MEERMERER., XEH T
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EVAAEA BB PRSP AR, TS5 N A2 40570 PRI [5] . A AN K fixi
(7 P9 B A B R B R R B R R 2, MR VAR, AR AE v B R IR e 2 R e e, IR K RV I 2 7
AL T B . ERE I RE AR RS B B T A A B A T A R A T AT
S T AL B A R i FER [ 7] 7E DM A, P9 B4 2 [A) SR RS TR R A A SE R VE R D R IR 2K, 1
DT XK SRR A IEIE . A R A R B T 5 R B R R LEE-3 WG AT p38 £ Y5
EWER OB BERR AL, HIH] AKT-1 V&1, AN N A o8], tAh, mbEd 4R & N iR
Miller 4T 7] B2 B TS P A, Mg s s . A ARl & P8 T, FE0 DR AP i TR I A 41
(125255 [9] [10]. WFFTH6 Y, (EBERVE 1# 2 (streptozotocin, STZ)iF S (1B FRIps A B, 0 1o 5 40 i 1) 286 B 43
F 1 (intercellular adhesion molecule, ICAM-1) Al - k7 41 2 IR & 214 0, X 4850 A 5 40 RG B
X RS HON ARG RAET, S T S BRB FIREIR[11].

2.1.2. B4mpRESL

A RTEM G K B iR IR TP, 54 AR IS R RE[12] . ZEA I I Hh [13] 78 4H A A
B ML EL A 1:1, FERM R A X — A 2 BT LAt 22 v, A DR AN R AR B 5 A g 1 BRB Th e, DA
B 11 22 4% BV TR BSO8R P e A5 e O AR 0 T SR U A s 400 o 07 A8 11— A B L
HIRFAE, 5 R AT B2 T2 0 A I R A, 0 R A0 PR 4 A 5 o B PR RG B 9s b, ) 4T LA v B A
557 AR AR EE A B 200 B G AR 35 1 028 SRR [14] . AW BRI FR v, BRAEC. TR TEEUKCT T . o bR
AP AT RS SO 3 A 24 K =) (advanced  glycosylation end products, AGES) AR 22 45 Rl 2 B R J&) 48 it Al 1 2
YRR, SRR, SR E BRI . Kowluru [15]388 5 FH A0 R4 4 it 4 7 40 e B AGEs
S Bel-2/Bax FRAKAI -t & R & (1 3 (caspase-3)iE P3N, 5 S A4HRIET:, 1M caspase-3 #Hil77 n] &
ek T P JE R o BRR AR 22 1 AIE S 2 B I AE R 2 (Angiopoietin-2, Ang2) 7 & 4 i 2 gk ok B AR
, TEEIUBERAE T, P45 1) Ang-2 BT LGB I 3G 28 a3 Fl AL KT 240 A P Jd 20 R 0= A 5 i)
[16]c BEAR, ML/NBIENE A K R A5 5 R R 3, AN 2o o) 200 75 6 3R BRAIC, 1T FLIE 22 5 3508 48 a7
T o o MRS 5 (A B4 o (protein kinase, PKCO) Al p38a 22 %4 J5Uil Ak 8 (il , 811 Src [A¥5 2 451
W REE-1 RE, SRMNUEEEKEF 24 p R, JEE A MR T [17]. &k,
Betts-Obregon [18]K FH A sty bs 1L 12 R AL IR 5% F&) 400 M 3 1B 2 B, 76 DR =, AH S 1) 5 W 200 32 v 21 R
M, A e W A A KR T 1 (transforming growth factor-g, TGF-A1), #ETM_F i %Y TGF-4 i 55
[Al(TGFB-Induced Gene Human Clone 3, BIGH3) {17~ £E F1 43, BIGH3 LA H 434 1977 3051 A0 X FEL & 241
(VT o B2 J 40 M 1) 25 2% S 50 B 40 28 e R AL R BB AN R R [19] - E Ikl S S50 00 ) e e ot T e
AR VEGF F1H AR 28 i 40 i X 1 ) s ZU Rk

2.1.3. WERRMERE

P T 40 A A0 D JEE 1 85 AR 22 TG 2 8], FLAE R T A0 BSOS R R R O BV E F . R
i 2 AL A 2 e SR 20 LS T R 4 . Mller 10 (RMG) R BE /NI R AR o S ATTAMD AR R AL
DA JELf S B A, T ELSSE S AT RIS . RN TR R . BB 2R 34 T A % DN TR 4RI I
HRTaRS o LM BT B O 5 A T 40 M D e S 5 A O, B D RERRAG ANGE T . ALK A1 BRB
W%4[20]. FFEEMIEIEE . AGEs MIAR SRANE R 104 & SO0 IR N S BUR TR R4 Mg 1k, IR AE— R HIAE
fh: 9. TR, IER. RBA4ERIEE . AN 6 (interleukin, IL-6)FTELZ AL 2 1 1 (monocyte
chemoattractant protein, MCP-1)id & 3Rik[21]. WFFifa i, Ang2 BB AR av. f5 I T AR5 4 M 1)
JHT2[22]0 7N o7 4 PRAE AU I A 28 ZHZR (B3N R B0 JE T a6 P2 AR A R A AN VEGF, figidk 435 BRB 11
R [23]. BN, fEmEAEErh, ANECRRAHAESRIEN 1L-6 T 1 P R 4 5 25 % 32 55 1 (zona occludens-1,
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ZO-1) AP ZE & F (occludin) K17k, 5 AL Y SR 25 VEGF,  AITT8E N 1 P B2 40 P (438 52 4 A1 1f
EIRETR[24]. 1£ STZ BRI AR A, WLRUBEH FTAT Maller 4 B2 57 £ 4ERR 1 2 1 (1R 0 A 58
FUMIAE, RIS A R 20t P 26 E R AN T 2 A [25]

2.2. ‘HRBEF

2.2.1. VEGF

1% A A KR F R R4S VEGF-A. -B. -C. -D. -E Alfia#% 4= K [X -7 (placental growth factor, PLGF),
Forf, VEGF-A 2 A BRI BRI A i i) = B2 15 R F-[26], REREIG N A7 I i 1, (k20 i A R0 P R
YN IR LE[27]. HATEERIA VEGF121, VEGF165, VEGF189 fil VEGF206 W%, VEGF165
AR LA P A R A T A [28] o TR IR . AGES [29] %A K R R A 4l R 7 7T LA 1 VEGF mRNA
FRIA[30], FEOEEMER N, W DME 1R AERKRE. 76 DR EH RN VEGF /KF 53 5/ T IEH
HE[31]. VEGF iid LR JUFE A2 15 3 ME @& MG N, iSRRI . £ K 4ufid, VEGF-A &
I PKC-4 15 5 occludin B ER AL ANZ 24k, 2028 T 2R (1R 40 A1, 38 A 194 R PRy 32 440 A 14D L /657 368 328 12 [32]
Behzadian [33] ] VEGF bR 4T 75 B )5 380 77 (urokinase plasminogen activator, uPA) &b FE =4 94 54 ifi.
BN, RN, VEGF ACEE S 41 PN IiFE B-1E IR R H (B-catenin) 3 il 51 uPAR AT occludin
(4T T AT S S0 332 P 384 n - VE G B mT DS el il 457 P4 2 A K [ER] 7-52 44k 2 (vascular endothelial growth
factor receptor, VEGFR-2) Tl Bt /UL 3 A0S i< | s Mg 2, 1 uPAR, B9 B 5 R B¢
FR T IEEVE[34]. BAL, BOHBFCRIA, VEGF/VEGFR-2 B35 i 40 WSS Ay 7 4 it F 12 41 e il o5 1k
RN R AR TR B AT G B (A I IR HLARI[35]. B VEGF B S8 & E AR ERIRILAL, ErLL
I ICAM-1 7= A2 () R SR 386 0 I J@ 3 1, 51 RSBk

2.2.2. HIF-1a

Bt 51 DME AR 3, IE4EK Arjamaa 25 [36 1A AR ELE AV (0 25 _F Rz 40 o ] L
SR RRE SN, IX LGS i 73 WA VEGF SZAICSAU BT . B4 5 28 1 (hypoxia inducible factors, HIF)
F R AR M S L ) R R, R AEBREIAEE T RS IR M AL A I R I — P SR R, R
—A> HIF-1a WEAT—A> HIF-18 WAL [37] 4 B iR — 5844 . Lin [38]4EH] HIF-1a /2 DR F 2 ERAR LK)
FERA T, BFE A JOE . B IR T M AR . 27052 HIF-1a AT IEAR S5 T DR K
J&, 4% VEGF. PLGF. Ang2. Ifil/MRATAAEKFEFREL4IMA N E . VEGF 15 5 11t BEEUE /&£ BRB
e R BT A I T A X B, 72 PDR FROR SRR ML R AN RG], BT Ens i@, A 502 [39],
) HIF-1 1 Sz 4> S B0 035 P2 PR AR [40] o BE AN, HIF-1 5005 B 5 40 e o 175 9 78— e AL U i 1 72 A [41 ]
Wb AN . BEAER TR Y] DR B IS MBI HIF-1a RIS R ZEHIN[42], HKAI HIF-1 H
BF-5 Ang-2 KFm FERE DG [43]. B ILTESR R, HIF-1o fEMEIRAT AR R IE T S ZAE M [44], %
AP T AR Th R S PR ABIR[45]. IR, B2 SEURE R TR0, #15 BRB 150
PE[46]. 2 LRTA, XEEHF R HIF-1a £ DME SIS 3145 SN 6 & 2B O i o G

2.3. RIER K

SRR DME (55— E BRI, ORI (UEHE 2 ] S HLEIZE DR A1 DME 3 0L o %
FERAMER . B4 (Maller 40 M AN BTAAL) AL 2 L B2 41 fid (retinal pigment epithelium, RPE)
AN LGN i 43 WA BK) VEGF A 2 4 R T+ 1L-148+1L-6. 1L-8 . MCP-1 Fl {83 1 3L [X| T-(tumor necrosis factor,
TNF-a), SlEE4IME. 4, BRB B FITIREM SCE[47], SFHULEMEEIER M. TNF-o LK H
ABENE R R AR T, W] Ul PKCINF-xB 15 5 I8 I ZO-1 A1 % 3E#: & A (claudin-5) 1415,
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R nan e 5% E@E VE[48] . IL-6 & —Fh 2 TR 1, SRIF T ERAX BRI . MR AR EM A, 3=
B E M RE R NS RE . ] LLE AR BRB {# Py BBE N, & nT DO (4 %S VEGF
FIEI, AN BRB BRI R A R RE[49]. AL N R AR 1L-8 WG IR I BB EBEA T
¥, A% occludin, claudin-5 1 ZO-1 [50]. WF7i3RH, 7E DME M3 (AL 5 Hh R 0 98 R 7 18 45 2%
W, 4n1L-18. IL-6. IL-8. MCP-1 fl TNF-a [51], IXEeqi i [Al7 /K P55 R A b B 35 3,  HLHR
i57/KF5 DME /™ B F2 5 AH 55 [52] .

2.4, KBEERNET

JK I3 5 H (aquaporin, AQP)JZ JE s i i) — M e B 1, AR IEBR B T R /KA PR _F 1Y
B, A BT A M AT R AR R, AR “BEARIRE o TEM AL H, AQPL
B 77 DR RIS A JIEE A0 B A AL 2 UL A B P A 3k, MM i 2 22 AQP4, B i Mller i
JoT AT 3, A L ) R AR ik i 1B 5 A 4l 1) %5 5 B [53] I T4 T PR, W PR 3 BBOK BRI B 2
T 1L A FEL ) AQP4A 4 AQPL BT B AX[54], & 1 A At Y23 Ve 5T A2 AT 0 i85 b 1) 43 ATt R AR e, 323K
ME. 7EIEE IR, Miller 40 i VLI 5 2H 23R Wi 44, FF 38 AQP4 7K if Ti FH P4 [ri) % i 241 1
T8 (Kird. 1) B 3L A s ks Ak 20 g . 7E STZ KRR [55]H, X — &l E R s sin 1. 48
BT, FEREPRE R BTN, I Maller 4R RS i Sz BP0, SEo Maller 40K & i K 5 2
8 i A 7K
2.5. ZLEWIRE

Z USRS T ML SRR K, XAl AT AR NI 2 M a0, il id S5 A K it
Ji R NEE RS — A% EF PR B R (nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide phosphate, NADPH)¥ X S5 ¥k 340 & W18 5N e
1145 E HIBEER(Z JlE) [56]. 2 Tl 3G 2 A 0 A 22 84T VR B (0 — A A TR o 78] 60 B 72 R E J5
VR I N Ay LAl s, L ALRE B — DR 9 AR . L AR AN S BRI N AR A b, T2
TS EO B, (23 AGEs AR R[57]. [N, EEWEL LT NADPH I BEVEAE, M5
S APUEEA I B E K, B IR AR (58]0 3X B AL (LU Y BE AN B L iR B A2) i N ZkL
i, SN2 TR R AL RO, T4 A0 9 5 40 il 15 5 DR #1 DME.

2.6. AGEs &%

AGES 2 7] % B A LA B RE A0 A9 B S T J G — AN AT 4 AL A 40[59] . 72 DM 1, B SRR
WK, AGEs 7EALM BRI H AL R IEH AN, JF H 25 7R I+ R E60]. AGES MY E £ n
eF4Efk, T ERIE AGEs [ ez 44k, 51 & RMG JHAR A JORE [ N [61]. SKIGFRHT, FE/RAMAIR N
FIRE R 5T, AGESs T 75 SL R R 41 iR T2 [62], 48 RMG 4ifig P A1 2. AGEs th7] LLiEid NF-kB
1 IAK-STAT i& 12 805E RPE 41 J$E s M [63]. XL FE S HUKE FIHIE T RERAT . S0 N A i 5 £F
YERRME AR (IR [64], WINANRIEIENE, S1# DME IR E.

2.7. DAG/PKC &%

13 C (protein kinase C, PKC)J& — /N2 D[R TAES . # I PKCs (PKC-a, -1, -2 Fll-y)H}
R ARIE 22 2R 5 A H i 5 (diacylglycerol, DAG)#iif% . #i %4 PKCs (PKC-6, -¢, -0 Fl-n) 1l i AR Mt 42 2R
1 DAG i, AEHAL PKCs (1 PKC-Q) = 22 th i AR Ik VLR (P1)-3,4,5- — R BS IS [65] . HH T HE A A0
A R, 400 DAG G RSB, BuStE GURE L PKC, Rl itk g 6. ¢ Fly. BEFLR,
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TEREPRI B, B DAG AKFAE M R Al (661 FBhAK[67] Lol h T =i[68]. DAG/PKC i #%
(RO 5 P R M D RERRAS . AR 0. AR ARG 4B B AN 28 REAG OC[69] [70]. fE
MAEZAE T, PKC-6 HIES SO B & 40 FET-[71]. e PKCE, 3G P Al RPE A1)
TNF-a [N, 8 %% B AR e FAm A e & AR B3R [72] 73]

2.8. BRK/BRKER F 5 (KKS)

WK IR B & 45 (Kinin/kallikrein system, KKS)s& — MR 4L EEAIKGE RS, AMEAENRA B AL
SRR, T ELAE SRR JORE TR SR F [74] WK B HE SRR NIk, 2 B RAR M B 9K A1 A )
{RIP PR 2 K. BB 2 2330k B (tissue Kallikrein, TK) AN L2 ik B (plasma Kallikrein, PK) [75]. 4
BRI R AN G R AEBEZ AN S, BNk 24k BIR Al B2R. B2R = H7F ML 4 40
M. MENAMRE. WZZERSMZZE R RIE[76], MEEKATREE B2R /v 3[77]. BIR fEIEFH AL L
SPAAEAE, B, 7E 2 BURE RIS R BB [78] LA K 1 BBk, 2 ALK PR 8 5 A0 5 (RIS o, PK [79]F1 B1R
[8O17E X #1142 R 48 SE A SR B I BE R TR o BFFER I, KKS ZRGUAEHE R AL S A8 pl s, 9F
R TR X 7K B R0 9 (1 K A [81] [82] 0 TEBHAMAL v, B EEA Y5 PK B T 184 i o4 s of 5 e
N, 3R KKS $5 3070 A B AR AN R BB I 3% P [83] . £B kI I B2R W0 9 e A — Eb R Al A 1 41
REFZMEFTK, @il BIR LS —A A SRS S ME SR AEIEEB4], Rt BIR 44057
CVBE T A H R, IR I RE A 25 R ARA X it JE2 R 1M A 3@ 325 14 [85] - B2R ¥&4k th ] L@ Sre y& g2 i 5
BiEME[86] .

2.9. BEIf/MR &%

#h K2 I 3 52 A& (mineralocorticoid receptors, MR)TE RMG 4 T Py 5z 41 it o 808 o 15 ] ) /& — bkl S
P MR S5, T RMG 41 A 851 R/ IBIE (U0 AQP4. Kird.1. aENac)IfIZRIE K 4347, Reds il R W
(7K EAER, o SO 20 5 A 5 L AL A PR P 5L FE R I [87] . 3 — 7 THI, k4 ML v (1) MR
Wo, ol ERESEAGR) K+HIBTE(KCa2.3)if T ML &7 sk MR, 12083 7E A0 9 I 1L b AN ik [88]
FEME N A, MR @S EE RhoA/Rho G, 17T T L3NS 240 B 22 0 3 HER 58 RGP e 42,
TR T 20 55 8052 T () 3 N [89] o kA, Tk [t e 1 A0 IO B 1L 5 P B2 A B 28 JE AT ICAMI-1 R34
el 2 B335, BEM TS MEEEVE[90]. AR, fH MR FEH07IRERAR 2 B0 IR 3 1) MCP-1
FKF[91]e MR S BESOE BE 51 R HH O PSR ik 2 REEAL I Ji8S 5 A2 LA WE A [92]

3. RE

DR & TAEFH BUAE N R B 3 225K, DME A5 BEPE T A2 I AR il DR SR L) R e WL
REZMEN, KL—F0 DME BHFHAE 2 N KE 2478077 ik, 1% DME F1 DR (R A AL
T T B PRI I ARE AT AR HRT 7595 A AR B PR 88 (AL AR B 2. BT DME 6T 77 ik
SRR, ANREMGTT . WOCLER . BRI ATEN T VEGF 28RS BE R . BasEIERT
AREETT % BARIRERHT VEGF ¥677HE BRIk B K B ) A R A2 82 PR A2 e s 40 70 5 Tl BT e i 3
B2, U9 BN P VEGF 16)T ERL  FRELIK M & SBCR RS R EA TSR E, EEI0
KA TR BbAh, SEER BT VEGF 2584 BE M7 R G0k 7 BERIIRIT BRI A, M4 %2 &
AR DME [ EAARALE], ARk BRSO A K. AROR I RTHE PRI TT 12 5 IR A 48
FORHU AN SR B IR R IGIT T, S BEE LA ROR A TR, I PREERRIE 7T AR AN
T IHERRR, EIER. Zafiar FRE T EE 2.
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